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Patented Nov. 28, 1933 

UNITED STATES 

1937,033 

PATENT OFFICE 
1937,033 

FULL-FASHONED STOCKING AND METHOD 
. OF KNING SAME - 

Donald W. Smith and Henry W. Hoffmann, 
Lehighton, Pa., assignors to Wertex Hosiery 
Mills, Inc., Weissport, Pa., a 
Pennsylvania, 

corporation of 

Application June 8, 1931. serial No. 542,726 
22 Cairms. (C. 66-3) 

This invention relates to knitted hosiery, pref 
serably full fashioned hosiery, and to the method 
of knitting the same. 

In order that the principles of the invention 
5 may be readily understood, we have disclosed 
two embodiments thereof in the accompanying 
drawings, wherein-, 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a full fashioned 
stocking knitted in accordance with one embodi 

20 ment of the invention, the portion of the stock 
ing between the second welt and the ankle being 
broken away to save space; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the upper portion 
of a full fashioned stocking disclosing a modified 

ls form of the invention; 
Fig. 3 is a cross sectional view of a ful fash 

ioned stocking knitted in accordance with our 
invention as disclosed in Fig. 1, but without at 
tempting to show the shape or fashioning of the 

20 stocking; • . . 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 but showing 
modified form of the invention represented in 

g. 2; 
Figs. 5 and 6 are views similar to Figs. 3 and 4, 

but indicating, in dotted lines, the upper and 
second welts severed from the stocking by the 
purchaser so as to provide a shorter stocking 
having an acceptable free end-edge, and Figs. 
7 to 12 are diagrams illustrating certain steps 
practised in forming the upper welt and the welt 
next below the same. 
The purpose of the invention is two-fold, 

namely, (1) to provide a stocking, preferably a 
full fashioned stocking, the upper end of which 
may be readily severed at any one of several cir 
cumferential lines, so as thereby to provide a 
stocking with a shorter leg, and (2) to provide 
a plurality of ravel resistant or non-ravelling 
barriers. 

In carrying out the purpose of our invention, 
and referring to the preferred embodiment there 
of, we form, as hereinafter described more in 
detail, a top or first welt in the usual manner 
and then knit a relatively short, single Waled 
area having therein a line indicating where the 
stocking should be severed if the first welt is 
to be cut off, and we then knit a second welt, 
as hereinafter more fully described, in such man 
ner that a barrier, which is non-ravelling or 

5G run-resistant, may be provided at the bottom of 
Said second Welt. - If desired we then knit an 
other single walled area of relatively short length 
having therein an indication where the stock 
ing should be severed if the second wet also 

55 is to be removed therefrom, and we then knit 
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another welt in the same manner, as the second, 
or any number of welts in addition to the first 
and Second. 

Referring only to that form of our invention 
which is a full fashioned stocking, the Sane may 
be made upon any suitable full fashioned na 
chine, as, for example, of the type indicated in 
the patent to George H. Miller, No. 1,567,575, 
dated December 29, 1925. In knitting the stock 
ing we may, if desired, provide the same with 
a ridge, which is the characteristic feature of 
the said Miller patent, but we have not shown 
the same herein and our invention is not in any 
way limited to the use of said ridge, which may 
or may not be present in the stocking of our 
invention. 
A full fashioned stocking as an entirety is in 

dicated at 1 in Fig. 1. The stocking is begun 
in the usual manner by knitting the first or top 
Welt, which is a standard full-fashioned hosiery 
welt made desirably as follows: 
At the commencement of the stocking we pref 

erably knit one loose course and then the welt 
bar (such, for example as that disclosed in the 
said Miller patent, which contains welt hooks) 
is used to catch Or engage the loops or stitches 
of the said loose course. Then the desired num 
ber of courses are knitted to make the desired 
length of first welt, which may be and prefer 
ably is of usual length, but it may be either 
longer or shorter. When the desired length of 
welt is knitted, the machine is stopped; the welt 
bar containing the Welt hooks is then placed on 
the needles, a welt hook On each needle, and 
the stitches are then transferred from the welt 
hooks onto the needles. The said first Wet is 
indicated at 2 in Figs. 1, 3 and 5. 
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After the said standard welt 2 is knitted and '. 
closed, a number of courses are knitted to con. 
stitute a single walled fabric, as indicated at 3 
in Figs. , 3 and 5. The number of courses con 
stituting the said single walled area may be 
varied in accordance with Our invention. During 
the knitting of said single Walled area, We indi 
cate where he first Wet should be Severed from 
the stocking if the customer desires to sever 
only the first welt. We preferably indicate the 
place for severance by introducing a colored, 
resist dye, yarn as indicated at 4 in Figs. 1 and 
4. After the colored, resist dye, yarn has been 
knitted in for a single course Or a Small plurality 
of courses, the knitting then proceeds with the 
yarn that was used for knitting the first part of 
the single Waled area 3. It is to be under 
stood that the color of the indicating yarn 4 
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2. 
may be such as desired, as, for example, red or 
green, and we may and preferably do employ 
different colored threads 4 to distinguish differ 
ent numbers of hosiery. The stocking is desir 
ably Severed just below the said indicating line 
4 if the topmost welt only is to be removed. 
After a sufficient number of plain courses have 

been knitted to make the single walled area, 3, 
We then start the Second welt which is indicated 
at 5 in Figs. 1, 3 and 5. Preferably the said Sec 
Ond Welt is started as follows: 
A loose course is first made and then the Welt 

bar containing the welt hooks is used to engage 
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the Stitches of the loose course. Then a number 
of courses are knitted to make a length of fabric 
equal to one wall (that is, the outer Wall of the 
Said Second Welt 5). When a sufficient length of 
fabric is knitted to equal the outer wall of the 
said second welt 5, the machine is stopped, the 
needle bar is then thrown out of the sinkers and 
the knocking-over bits. The stitches that are 
On the needles at that time are pressed down as 
close as possible to the needle bar plates, so that 
When the needle bar is again placed into the 
Sinkers and knocking-over bits, the stitches on 
the needles that were pressed down to the needle 
plates are underneath the knocking-over bits. 
The purpose of putting said row of stitches under 
the knocking-over bits is to insure that no fabric 
can be knitted on the said row of stitches, be 
cause the Second wall of the said Second welt 5 
has not been knitted. 
While the Stitches are held under the knicking 

Over bits, the Welt is turned and then the inner 
Wall of the said second welt 5 is knitted consist 
ing of exactly the same number of courses as 
the outer wall of said second welt 5. Then the 
said outer wall stitches of the said second welt 
5 are raised above the knocking-over bits and 
One course is knit which locks together the outer 
and the inner Walls of the said second welt 5. 

It will be understood that in making the sec 
Ond Welt 5, the Welt bar containing the welt hooks 
On which the first loose course Stitches were 
placed is used in the same manner as when 
making the standard welt 2, namely, by placing 
the welt hooks on the needles and transferring 
the stitches from the welt hooks onto the needles. 
AS already stated, after the second wall of the 

Second welt 5 is knitted, the row of stitches at 
the lower end of the outer wall of the second 
welt 5 are raised above the knocking-over bits 
but are placed underneath the sinkers, so that 
additional courses can now be knitted on the 
Said row of stitches, but before knitting the addi 
tional courses to constitute the next inner wall, 
if a third welt is to be formed, we knit one course 
which locks together the inner and the outer 
Walls of the Second welt 5 at the bottom of the 
Said walls. This point of locking the two Walls 
of the Second welt 5 is indicated at 6 in Figs. 1 
and 3. 

In knitting the second welt, or any subsequent 
Welt if the same be employed, after the stitches 
from the Welt hooks have been transferred onto 
the needles, a row of stitches is placed under 
neath the sinkers and over the knocking-over 
bits, in order that the additional courses can be 
knitted on the said row of stitches only after the 
Second Wall of the welt is knitted. After the 
knitting of the first wall of the second welt is 
completed, it is necessary to stop the machine 
SO as to place the said row of stitches underneath 
the sinkers and over the knocking-over bits. 
Then the machine is again, started so as to 

2,987,088 
make the said second Wall of the second welt, 
and care must be taken that precisely the same 
number of courses is knit to nake the Second 
Wall of the second welt as were knitted when 
making the first wall of the said second welt. In 
other words, if one hundred courses were knitted 
from the beginning of the loose course for the 
second welt down to the bottom of the Outer Wall 
of the said welt, at which point the stitches are 
placed underneath the knock-over bits, then an 
other hundred courses exactly must be knit from 
the operation of transferring the stitches from 
the welt hooks to the needles before stopping the 
machine. When the Said Second hundred COurSeS 
have been knitted, the machine is then stopped, 
The needle bar is again thrown out of the sink 
ers and knocking-over bits, and the stitches on 
the needles underneath the knock-Over bits are 
raised so that said stitches will be over the knock 
ing-over bits. The needlebar is then placed back 
into knitting position, and in addition to the 
row of Stitches that were on the needles when 
the last course was made, the Stitches on the 
needles that were underneath the knocking-over 
bits should be under the sinkers and over the 
knocking-over bits. In other words, at this point 
two rows of Stitches are on the needles Substan 
tially the same as when the standard or first 
welt is made. The machine is again started, 
and the first course of knitting will lock the 105 
upper and the lower stitches that were on the 
needles. In Figs. 7 to 12 we have diagrammati 
cally indicated the steps practised in forming the 
top welt 2, the single walled section of knitting 
3 and the Second Welt 5. 
This completes the knitting of the second welt, 

and if only two welts are knitted as indicated in 
Figs. 1 and 3, the remainder of the stocking is 
knitted in the usual manner, namely, the re 
mainder of the leg as indicated at 7 in Fig. 1 115 
and the foot 8, the part 7 being indicated in Fig. 
3 without attempting to show the shaping or 
fashioning. 
As many Welts as desired can be made in any 

One Stocking, and each Welt is made in the Same 120 
manner as in making the Second Welt. In Figs. 2 
and 4, we have indicated the making of a third 
welt. Before making the third welt, we knit a 
single walled area, 9, which is similar to the single 
walled area, 3, and during the knitting of that 125 
area, we provide an indicating line for severing 
the second welt. Said indicating line is indi 
cated at 10 in FigS. 2 and 4, and it consists of a 
colored, resist dye yarn, the same as indicated 
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at 4. After the said yarn 10 has been introduced 130 
for One course, Or if desired other additional num 
ber of courses, the knitting is continued with the 
yarn already referred to as used in knitting the 
single walled area. 9. After a sufficient single 
walled area, has been knitted, we then knit the 
third Welt, indicated at 11 in Figs. 2 and 4. In 
said Figs. 2 and 4, the first welt is indicated at 2' 
and the Second Welt is indicated at 5'. 
The third Welt 11 is knitted in the same man 

ner precisely as the second welt, and therefore 
the same need not be described in detail. As 
many Welts as desired may be made in any one 
stocking, and each welt is made as described for 
the making of the second welt. 
An important purpose of the invention is to 

permit the manufacturer to make stockings all of 
the same length and yet to provide a structure 
which the purchaser may utilize by severing the 
first welt or the second welt or even the third 
welt so as to obtain the length of stocking de- 150 
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sired. When a stocking is severed either just 
below the first welt or below the second welt, or 
below any other welt if the same exists, the 
stocking should be cut just below the indicating 
colored thread 4, 10, etc. We have indicated this 
Operation in Figs. 5 and 6. In Fig. 5 We have 
shown the upper welt 2 in dotted lines to indie 
cate that the Sane has been Severed at Or Sub 
stantially at the line 4, and in Fig. 6 We have 
shown the first welt 2' and the Second Welt 5' 
in dotted lines to indicate that the two have 
been severed at or substantially at the line 10 
of Fig. 4. When the stocking is severed at either 
line as described, the loose ends that result can 
be ravelled down to the beginning of the next 
welt and leave a clean cut appearance, thus mak 
ing the hosiery actually reducible in length to fit 
the individual wearing the same, and thus ens 
tirely distinguishing the same from any stock 
ing, the upper end whereof may be folded down 
inside or outside the stocking. That is to say, if 
the stocking were made by the manufacturer 
thirty-two inches long, with the triple welt, each 
welt being two inches long, the woman that desires 
the twenty-eight inch stocking would cut of both 
the Welts 2 and 5, and thus have a perfect twenty 
eight inch stocking, or the woman that desires. 
a thirty inch stocking would cut off the first welt, 
and thus have a thirty inch stocking. It is to be 
understood that this procedure finay be carried to 
any extent by providing more than three welts, 
and the Welts may be of any desired length, pref 
erably of the same length but not necessarily so. 

It is to be understood that any run that starts 
in any one of the welts cannot run into the next 
welt, Any run starting in the standard welt; 2 
Will stop at the top og beginning of the second 
Welt, and any rui starting in the second Welt will 
Stop at the top or beginning of the third welt. 
The reason for this is that in making the second 
and 8 the Succeeding Weis, the siker Wale 
Stitch and the neede Wale stitch are knitted to 
gether to rake a barrier which constitates a 
run-stop O' run-resistant feature. This rugar 
stop feature, more specifically speaking, is creas 
ated as follows in making the second and each 
Succeeding Weit. After placing the row of stitches 
untier the nocking-over bits as already stated 
in Iraking the secognd wet, the stitches on the 
Welt looks are transferred oratic needies as dea 
Scribed in aging the second Wei, ie fact, that 
the needle Wales or stitches are usader the knocks 
ing-over bits prevents, in the next course, the 
is nitting of needle Wales or stitches on the other 
needle Wales or stitches. 
Were transferred from the Wel; hooks to the 
needles are placed inder the siikers and over the 
knocking-over bits as already described in the 
taking of the second wet. The was stitches 
So transferred are now in a gosition for further 
knitting of stitches. The next course after the 
Wale stitc.22s that were transferred onto the 
needles are needle stitches, and it is this course 
that Zakes tice -stop feature, in a sinuch as the 
needle Sicies are Inited into tie sinker Wale 
Stitches. in other words, the sinker wale stitches 
3rd the needle Walestiches are so knitted to 
gether in cic sing the second welt and each sub 
Sequent Welt 2.S to Yaake a positive run-stop. 
We are a Wase of the patent to Buchsbaun, No. 

1,728,924, September 24, 1929, and claim nothing 
therein disclosed. Said patent discloses a stock 
ing wherein a hen 13 is formed by folding in 
Ward 2, circurferential band or section of the 
Stocking below tie top thereof and securing such 

ine ye stitches Rytic 

inWardly folded band to the wall of the stocking 
by a pull thread or a hemstitch, leaving the upper 
portion 15 or 115 or 215 or 315 of the stocking 
protruding, to be either left upright so as to 
corne between the garter fastener and the flesh, 
or to be folded over the outside of the stocking to 
provide four thicknesses of fabric at the upper 
end of the stocking. Our invention as described 
and claimed is, therefore, clearly distinguished 
therefrom. 

Having thus described two embodiments of the 
stocking Of Our invention and the best mode 
known to us for knitting the same, it is to be 
understood that although specific terms are emi 
ployed, they are used in a generic and descrip 
tive sense and not for purposes of limitation, the 
Scope of the invention being set forth in the 
following claims. 
We claim: 
1. A full-fashioned stocking having at its up 

per end at least two welts forming successive 
parts of the upper end of said stocking, all of 
said Welts having inner and outer walls which are 
all circumferentially continuous about the stock 
ing, the stocking having between each two welts 
a circumferential area of plain knitting with a 
ravel-resistant barrier immediately therebelow, 
whereby the stocking may be completely severed 
at any Said plain-knitted area, and raveled, if 
necessary, to the nearest barrier, thereby to pro 
vide a shorter stocking having an acceptable 
free ed-edge. 

3. 

8) 
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2. A full-fashioned stocking having its upper 
portion composed of a plurality of welts, each 
constituting a part of the length of the stocking 
32 ad each adapted to contact with the leg of the 
Wesirer, 8 of said Welts having inner and outer 
Walls which are all circumferentially continuous 
as out the stocking, each said welt subsequent 
to the upper one having at its upper end a run 
resistant knitted barrier, there being a plain 
kritted circumferential area between each two 
Welts where the stocking may be completely sev 
exed &nd thereby shortened- c 

3. A full-fashioned stocking having its upper 
gortion composed of a plurality of welts, each . 
constituting a part of the length of the stocking 

10 

15 

and each adapted to contact with the leg of the 
Wearez, all of Said welts having inner and outer 
Wells which are all circumferentially continuous 
as out the stocking, each said welt subsequent 
to the Apper one having at its upper end a run 
resistant knitted barrier, there being a plain 
knitted circuiferential area, between each two 
Welts where the stocking may be completely 
severed and thereby shortened, each said plain 
kitted area, being readily ravellable down to but 
only to said next knitted barrier, thereby to pro 
vide an acceptable end-edge of the shortened 
stocking. 

4. A full-fashioned stocking having its upper 
portion composed of a plurality of Welts, each 
Constitating 2, part of the length of the stocking 
and each adapted to contact with the leg of the 
Wearer, all of said Welts having inner and outer 
Walls which are all circumferentially continuous 
about the stocking, each. Said welt subsequent 
to the uppe Ore having at its upper end a run 
resistant knitted barrier, there being a plain 
knitted circumferential area between each two 
Welts where the stocking may be completely 
severed and thereby shortered, each said plain 
knitted area, having knitted in circumferentially 
a thread differing in color from the immediately 50 
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adjacent part of the stocking, to indicate the 
circumferential line of severance. 

5. A full-fashioned stocking having its upper 
portion composed of a plurality of Welts, each 
Constituting a part of the length of the stock 
ing and each adapted to contact With the leg of 
the Wearer, all of said Welts having inner and 
Outer walls which are all circumferentially con 
tinuous about the stocking, each said welt sub 
Sequent to the upper one having at its upper end 
a run-resistant knitted barrier, there being a 
pain knitted circumferential area, between each 
two Welts where the stocking may be completely 
Severed and thereby shortened, each said plain. 
knitted area, having a circumferential resist-color 
stripe to indicate where to sever the stocking 
below a Wet. 

6. As a new article of manufacture, a triple 
Welt, full-fashioned stocking, the upper portion 
whereof is composed of three welts arranged in 
Succession and each severable from the Stocking 
to shorten the length thereof, all of said welts 
having inner and Outer walls which are all cir 
cumferentially continuous about the stocking, 
and each welt so united to the body of the stock 
ing at its closing end as to constitute a run-re 
sistant or run-stop barrier to a run commencing 
thereabove. 

7. As a new article of manufacture, a plural 
welt, full-fashioned stocking, the upper portion 
whereof is composed of a plurality of Welts ar 
ranged in Succession and each Severable from the 
stocking to shorten the length thereof, all of said 
Welts having inner and outer Walls which are all 
circumferentially continuous about the stocking, 
and each welt so united to the body of the stock 
ing at its closing end as to constitute a run 
resistant or run-stop barrier to a run commenc 
ing thereabove, there being between each two 
adjacent welts a circumferential single-Walled 
area where the stocking may be severed and the 
free edge raveled down to the next barrier, there 
by to provide an acceptable top edge of a short 
ened stocking. 

8. As a new article of manufacture, a triple 
Welt, full-fashioned stocking thirty-two inches 
long, each said welt being substantially two 
inches long and located one succeeding another 
at the upper end of the stocking, all of said Welts 
having inner and outer walls which are all cir 
cumferentially continuous about the stocking, 
each welt. Subsequent to the uppermost being 
united at its terminal end to the stocking in a 
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circumferential barrier of knitted stitches, where 
by upon the severance of either the first, or the 
first and second, welts from the stocking, the 
said barrier of the next remaining Welt constitutes 
the top edge of the shortened stocking, there be 
ing between each two adjacent welts a single 
Walled, circumferential area where the stocking 
may be severed and ravelled down to the next 
barrier. 

9. As a new article of manufacture, a triple 
welt, full-fashioned stocking thirty-two inches 
long, each said welt being substantially two inches 
long and located one succeeding another at the 
upper end of the stocking, all of said welts having 
inner and Outer Walls which are all circumferen 
tially continuous about the stocking, each Welt 
Subsequent to the uppermost being united at its 
terminal end to the stocking in a circumferen 
tial barrier of knitted stitches, whereby upon the 
severance of either the first, or the first and sec 
Ond, welts from the stocking, the said barrier of 
the next remaining welt constitutes the top edge 

of the shortened stocking, there being between 
each two adjacent Welts a single Walled, circun 
ferential area, where the stocking may be severed 
an ravelled down to the next barrier, each said 
single walled, circumferential area, having a con- 80 
trastingly colored stocking-encircling thread to 
indicate where the Stocking should be severed 
between Welts to shorten the stocking. 

10. As a new article of manufacture, a plural 
welt, full-fashioned stocking all in succession be- 85 
ginning at the upper end of the stocking, and 
each severable from the Stocking to shorten the 
Stocking and leaving the next remaining Welt to 
constitute the top of the shortened stocking, all 
of said welts having inner and outer walls which 90 
are all circumferentially continuous about the 
Stocking, each Welt beginning with the second 
having the sinker wale stitches and the needle 
Wale stitches at the closing end of each such 
Welt or welts knitted together to constitute a run- 95 
stop at the top of the second and each Succeeding 
welt, whereby any run starting in the top or 
terminal welt will stop at the beginning of the 
Second welt and any run starting in the second 
welt will stop at the beginning of the third welt. 100 

11. As a new article of manufacture, a plural 
Welt, fuli-fashioned stocking all in succession be 
ginning at the upper end of the stocking, and each 
Severable from the stocking to shorten the stock 
ing and leaving the next remaining welt to con- 105 
stitute the top of the shortened stocking, all of . 
Said Welts having inner and outer walls which are 
all circumferentially continuous about the stock 
ing, each Welt beginning with the second having 
the sinker wale stitches and the needle Wale 110 
stitches at the closing end of each such welt or 
Welts knitted together to constitute a run-stop at 
the top of the second and each succeeding welt, 
whereby any run starting in the top or terminal 
Welt will stop at the beginning of the second 15 
Welt and any run starting in the second Welt will 
stop at the beginning of the third welt, and so on, 
according to the number of successive Welts. 

12. That method of knitting and fitting a full 
fashioned stocking consisting in beginning the 120 
stocking with a welt, and after completion of said 
topmost Welt knitting one or more additional 
Welts, each constituting a distinct portion of the 
length of the stocking, all of said welts having 
inner and outer walls which are all circumfer- 125 
entially continuous about the stocking, and after 
completion of the knitting and seaming of the 
stocking and, in order. to alter the same to con 
form to the length of stocking desired by the 
customer, Severing one or more of the Welts 130 
beginning with the topmost, and ravelling the 
severed edge down to the next said welt. 

13. That method of knitting and fitting a full 
fashioned stocking consisting in beginning the 
stocking with a welt, and after completion of 135 
Said topmost welt knitting one or more additional 
Welts, each constituting a distinct portion of the 
length of the stocking, all of said Welts having 
inner and Outer Walls which are a circumfer 
entially continuous about the stocking, but be- 140 
tween each two adjacent welts knitting a single 
Walled area, and after completion of the knitting 
and Seaning of the stocking and, in order to 
alter the same to conform to the length of stock 
ing desired by the customer, severing one or more 145 
of the Welts beginning with the topmost. 

14. That method of knitting and fitting a full 
fashioned stocking consisting in beginning the 
Stocking with a welt, and after completion of 
said topmost welt knitting one or more additional l80 
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welts, each constituting a distinct portion of the 
length of the stocking, all of said Welts having 
inner and outer walls which are all circumfer 
entially continuous about the stocking, but be 
tween each two adjacent Welts knitting a single 
walled area, closing each of Said Welts by a run 
resistant barrier of knitted stitches, and after 
completion of the knitting and Seaming of the 
stocking and, in order to alter the same to con 
form to the length of stocking desired by the 
customer, severing one or more of the Welts be 
ginning with the topmost. 

15. That method of knitting and fitting a full 
fashioned stocking consisting in beginning the 
stocking with a welt, and after completion of Said 
topmost welt knitting one or more additional 
welts, each constituting a distinct portion of the 
length of the stocking, all of said Welts having 
inner and outer Walls which are all circumfer 
entially continuous about the stocking, but be 
tween each two adjacent Welts knitting a single 
walled area, and after completion of the knit 
ting and seaming of the stocking and, in order to 
alter the same to conform to the length of Stock 
ing desired by the customer, severing One or more 
of the welts beginning with the topmost, and 
ravelling the severed edge down to the next Said 
Welt. 

16. That method of knitting and fitting a full 
fashioned stocking consisting in beginning the 
stocking with a welt, and after completion of 
said topmost welt knitting one or more additional 
welts, each constituting a distinct portion of the 
length of the stocking, all of said Welts having 
inner and outer walls which are all circumfer 
entially continuous about the stocking, but be 
tween each two adjacent welts knitting a single 
walled area, and during the knitting of each Said 
single walled area introducing a thread of Con 
trasting color for a short distance to indicate 
where the stocking should be severed between 
welts, and after completion of the knitting and 
seaming of the stocking and, in Order to alter 
the same to conform to the length of stocking 
desired by the customer, severing one or more of 
the welts beginning with the topmost. 

17. That method of knitting a full-fashioned 
stocking consisting in beginning the stocking With 
the usual top welt, and closing the said Welt, 
then knitting a relatively short, single Walled 
area, then knitting as the next portion of the 
stocking a welt of substantial length, all of Said 
welts having inner and outer walls which are 
all circumferentially continuous about the stock 

5 ing, then closing said second Welt by a run 
resistant barrier of knitted stitches, and then 

completing the knitting of the stocking in the 
usual manner. 

18. That method of knitting a full-fashioned 
stocking consisting in beginning the stocking with 
the usual top welt, and closing the Said welt, 
then knitting a relatively short, single Walled 
area, having therein a thread of contrasting Color 
to indicate where the stocking should be Severed 
between welts, then knitting as the next portion 
of the stocking a welt of substantial length, all 
of said welts having inner and outer walls which 
are all circumferentially continuous about the 
stocking, then closing said second Welt by a run 
resistant barrier of knitted stitches and then com 
pleting the knitting of the stocking in the usual 
3. 
19. That method of knitting a full-fashioned 

stocking consisting in beginning the stocking with 
the usual top welt, and closing the said Welt, 
then knitting a relatively short, single walled 
area, then knitting as the next portion of the 
stocking a welt of substantial length, all of Said 
welts having inner and outer Walls which are 
all circumferentially continuous about the stock 
ing, then closing said second Welt by a run 
resistant barrier of knitted stitches, then knit 
ting another relatively short, single walled area, 
then knitting as the next portion of the stock 
ing a third welt of substantial length, then clos 
ing said third welt by a non-resistant barrier 
of knitted stitches, and then completing the 
knitting of the stocking in the usual manner. 

20. An integrally knitted stocking having a top 
portion comprising successive sections of doubled 
fabric joined end to end by narrow bands of 
single fabric, each section adapted to give the 
stocking a non-raveling terminus independently 
of the section beyond. 

21. A knitted fabric stocking adapted to be 
accommodated to different leg lengths compris 
ing a leg portion and a top portion including 
a plurality of successive two-ply welts, readily 
removable joining means between welts, each 
welt presenting a terminus non-raveling inde 
pendent of the fabric beyond. 

22. A knitted fabric stocking, adapted to be 
accommodated to different leg lengths, compris 
ing a leg portion and a top portion including 
a plurality of successive turned welts, single ply 
fabric integral with and joining adjacent edges 
of neighboring welts, each Welt presenting a 
stocking terminus non-raveling independent of 
the welt beyond. 

DONALD W. SMITH. 
HENRY W. HOFEMANN. 
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