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Tr}is invention relates to dispensing containers
particularly although not exclusively of the type
adapted for use as portable cigarette cases.

It is primarily within the contemplation of my »

invention to provide convenient means for holding
cigarettes or other articles to be dispensed, and
for enabling the contents to be operatively moved
into a convenient dispensing position and opera-
tively returned to a closed retracted position.

It is an important object of this invention to
obviate the use of flaps or drawer-like containers
requiring relatively complicated operations. In
the accomplishment of this objective, a construc-
tion is employed whereby two compartment mem-
bers are moved in opposite directions, by means of
a simple manual manipulation, to a projected dis-
pensing position, the compartment members being
readily returnable to their retracted position also
by a simple manual manipulation.

It is a further object of this invention to enable
the cigarettes or other articles which are to be
dispensed to be housed in a completely enclosed
container.

It is also within the contemplation of my inven-
tion to provide a device of the above-mentioned
category having what is commonly referred to as
“play-appeal” whereby the operative movements
of the parts will prove attractive and of interest to
a USer.

. And a further object of this invention is to pro-

vide a device of simple, readily fabricated con-
struction capable of performing the aforesaid ob-
jectives.

Referring to the drawing,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device of
my invention shown in its open or dispensing con-
dition and illustrating cigarettes as the articles to
be dispensed. .

Figure 2 is a central vertical section of Figure 1,
showing the device in its open or dispensing con-
dition, the section being taken substantiglly along
line 2—2 of Figure 4.

Figure 3 is a section taken substantially along
line 3—3 of Figure 4, showing the device in its
closed condition, and

Pigure 4 is a section of Figure 3 taken along
line 4—4.

In the preferred form of my invention as illus-
trated in the drawing, there is an outer casing 10
open at opposite ends 1 and 12, the casing con-
taining therein two pivotally mounted containers
or compartment members {3 and 14 movable out-
wardly in opposite directions through the said
openings i1 and (2, respectively. The pivotal
mountings for the compartment members are the
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shanks of the rivets 15 extending through the
opposite walls 16 and {7 into the adjacent outer
walls 18 and 19 of the compartment members 13
and {4, respectively. '

The said compartment members contain com-
partments 20 and 21, the former including end
wall 18, side walls 22 and 23, and inner wall 24,
and the latter end wall {9, side walls 25 and 26
and inner wall 21. The said members {3 and 14
are so disposed within the casing {8 that their
inner walls 24 and 27 are in adjacent relation
when in their retracted position, as shown in Fig-
ure 3, the corners 28 and 29 being in adjacent
relation when in their projected position as shown
in Figure 2.

The bottoms 38 and 31 of the members {3 and
14 are connected by the hinge member 32, prefer-
ably a strip of flexible tape, although it may be of
rigid.or of any other hinged construction within
the contemplation of this invention. The inner
walls 24 and 27 of the compartment members are
connected likewise by hinge means, the drawing
showing the flexible tape 33 serving this purpose,
although rigid hinge means may also be employed
within the scope of this invention.

The said tape 33 is attached adhesively or by
any other suitable means to said walls 24 and 217,
and is of such length as to permit the compart-
ment members 13 and {4 to be moved outwardly
a predetermined distance. It is preferred that
the limit set for said outward movement be such
that the openings of the said members will be
exposed just sufficiently to permit the articles
contained therein to be conveniently inserted and
removed. :

The bottom wall 34 of the casing 10 contains
aperture 35 adapted to receive a flexible button
36 attached to the hinge member 32 when the de-
vice is in its retracted position. It is preferred
that the proportions of the aperture and the but-
ton 36 be substantially the same so that the but-
ton will fit closely within said aperture.

In order to move the compartment members
13 and 14 from the retracted positions shown in
Figure 3 to their projected positions shown in
Figure 2, a finger or a suitable instrument is
brought into arrangement with the button 38 and
pushed upwardly, théreby forcing the members
13 and 14 to swing into their projected positions.
During this operation the finger or instrument is
inserted into the aperture 38 until the compart-
ment members are brought to their final projected
positions. In this position the compartment
members may be loaded or the articles contained
therein dispensed.
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To return the compartment members to their
retracted positions, pressure is applied to: the
outer surface of walls {8 and 19, whereupon the
compartment members are operatively forced
back into the casing (0. In this position the
contents of the compartment 20 and 21 are sub-
stantially sealed from the atmosphere in view of
the fact that the proportions of walls 18 and 19
are, according to the preferred construction of
my invention, made so that they will completely
fill in the opening i and 12 and serve as clo-
sures therefor.

It is understood that the embodiment above
described and shown in the drawing is merely
illustrative of my invention, and that numerous
changes and modifications may be made therein
within the scope of the appended claims with-
out departing from the spirit of this invention,

I claim: .

1. A dispensing container comprising a casing
having two oppositely disposed openings therein,
two compartment members disposed within the
casing adjacent said openings, each of said mem-
bers being pivotally mounted on at least one side
wall of the casing at a point in the region of the
adjacent opening and near the base of the mem-
ber a flexible button connecting the lower por-
tions. of sald members, the casing including a
wall with an aperture therein adapted to receive
said button therein when the compartment mem-
bers are in their retracted positions, whereby
entry may be made through said aperture to en-
gage said button and actuate said members out-
wardly to predetermined projected positions.

2. A dispensing container comprising a cas-
ing having two oppositely disposed openings
therein, two compartment members pivotally
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mounted within the casing and movable out-
wardly in opposite directions through said open-
ings, the innermost walls of said members be-
ing in facing relation when in their retracted
positions, the lower edges of said innermost walls
being in adjacent relation when the members
are in their projected positions, hinged means
attached to said innermost walls for limiting the
cutward movement of said members to predeter-
mined projected positions, and connecting means
attached to the bases of said members, the bot-
tom wall of the casing containing an aperture un-
derlying the said lower edges of said innermost
walls when in their retracted positions, whereby
entry may be made therethrough to engage said
connecting means for pushing said members out-
wardly to said projected positions.

3. A dispensing container comprising a casing
having two oppositely disposed openings therein,
two compartment members pivotally mounted
within the casing and movable outwardly in op-
posite directions through said openings, the in-
nermost. walls -of said members being in facing
relation when in their retracted positions, the
lower edges of said innermost walls being in adia-
cent relation when the members are in their pro-
jected positions, hinged means attached to said

- innermost. walls: for limiting the outward move-
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ment of said members to predetermined projected
positions, and a flexible button connected with
the undersides. of said members and extending
across the lower edges.of the said innermost walls,
the bottom wall of the casing containing an aper-
ture adapted for registry- with said button ang
proportioned to receive the button therein when
the members are in their retracted positions.
. BENJAMIN W, KLEINBERG.



