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I MI PRO VED NEED LE CASE. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 2 s,037, dated April 24, 18C0. 

Be it known that I, THOMAs G. HAROLD, of 
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State of 
New York, have invented, made, and applied 
to use a new and useful Improvement in Cases 
for Holding and Delivering Sewing-Machine 
or Hand Needles or other Articles; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the same, reference 
being had to the annexed drawings, making 
part of this specification, wherein 

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section of the 
same. Fig. 2 is a plan of my improvement. 
Fig. 3 is an inverted plan of the cover, and 
Fig. 4 is a plan of the box itself when in an up 
right position. The other figures are sepa 
rately referred to. . 
The nature of my invention consists in con 

structing a case so as to deliver one or more 
needles or other articles at a time of the size 
required. To accomplish this purpose I form 
the box A with any required number of re 
ceptacles B, to place the needles in, and fit a 
cover, C, to the same, having a small hole, d, 
in its top, the size of which is a trifle larger 
than the needle in the receptacle B. It will 
now be seen that when the cover C is turned 
so as to make the hole di come opposite any 
one of the receptacles upon inverting the case 
one needle will fall out of the holed. Istanp 
numbers on the box A and an arrow on the 
cover C, so that when the said cover is turned 
and the arrow points to No. 2 on the box 
A, and the case inverted, a needle will drop 
out of size No. 2, and so on to any given num 
ber. It will be plainly seen that upon turning 
the cover to any particular number on the 
case the said needle will drop out when the 
case is inverted. One portion of the case Ais 

made blank, so that after the required needle 
is delivered from the case the cover can be 
turned so that the hole will come opposite the 
said blank portion and no needle can drop out 
of the hole. For convenience I place a star or 
other device on box at this point. - 

Fig. 5 represents a plan of my improved 
needle-box, formed with a ratchet, e, on the 
same, the teeth of which determine when the 
cover is turned to a given receptacle. The 
cover, to fit a box of this description, has to 
have a reverse ratchet or a projection or spring 
to take the ratchet-teeth on the box, so that up 
on turning the said cover one tooth of the 
ratchet will Imake the hole in the Samme Corre 
spond to a division in the box, the numbers on 
the box and the arrow still denoting the num 
ber of needle delivered. 

it will be evident from the foregoing that 
the said case may be used for Sewing-machine 
or hand needles, or other articles wherever 
available. 
Having thus described my said invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is- . 

1. A. meedle-case having a turning cover orº 
its equivalent, with an opening for the delivery 
of a needle or needles from one of the recep 
tacles of said case, substantially as specified. 

2. In combination with said case and turn 
ing cover, the ratchet e and indicating-num 
bers around such case, for the purposes set 
forth. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto Set my 
signature this 5th day of April, 1860. 

THOS. GEO. HAROLD. 
Witnesses: 

CHAs. H. SMITH, 
LEMUEL W. SERRELL. 


