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(57) ABSTRACT 
A System and method for automatically positioning an image 
receptor based on the position of a manually positioned 
diagnostic Source assembly in an X-ray imaging device is 
provided. In a preferred embodiment of the automated 
tracking System, an operator manually positions a diagnostic 
source assembly (DSA) over the area of a patient to be 
imaged. Sensors in the diagnostic Source assembly transmit 
the position of the DSA to a system controller. The system 
controller then calculates an optimal position of an image 
receptor based on the position of the DSA. Once the optimal 
position is calculated, the System controller sends the opti 
mal position to a motor drive, which positions the image 
receptor in the calculated optimal position. Position Sensors 
in the image receptor then Send positional data of the image 
receptor to the system controller, which verifies that the 
image receptor is in the calculated optimal position. If the 
operator wishes to manually adjust the image receptor, they 
may override the motor drive and do so. The automated 
tracking System provides for reduced total imaging time and 
increased cost effectiveness over prior X-ray imaging Sys 
tems by reducing the number of retakes required to obtain a 
Satisfactory X-ray image. Reducing retakes also results in 
decreased exposure to radiation by the patient being imaged 
which is healthier to the patient. 
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AUTOMATED RECEPTOR TRACKING TO 
DIAGNOSTIC SOURCE ASSEMBLY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention generally relates to a system 
and method for controlling the position of a radiographic 
device. More particularly, the present invention relates to a 
System and method for automatically positioning an image 
receptor based on the position of a manually positioned 
diagnostic Source assembly in an X-ray imaging device. 
0002 Radiographic imaging systems are used for a wide 
variety of applications in the medical field. One example of 
a radiographic imaging System used in medicine is an X-ray 
imaging System. X-ray imaging Systems are typically used 
for diagnostic purposes in the medical field. Typical X-ray 
imaging Systems operate by transmitting X-radiation or 
X-rays through a patient's body using a diagnostic Source 
assembly (“DSA'). The DSA is typically a device that is 
capable of transmitting X-rays through the body of a patient. 
The position of the DSA is typically adjustable and the DSA 
is generally placed over the area of a patient's body that is 
being imaged. Once properly positioned, the X-rays trans 
mitted through the patient’s body by the DSA are more 
absorbed by dense Structures in the body Such as bones, and 
leSS absorbed by leSS dense Structures Such as tissue and 
organs. The X-rays passed through the patient's body are 
then typically received by an image receptor located beneath 
the patient. Typically, the image receptor is comprised of 
either an X-ray film or a digital Solid State detector. 
0003. In order to achieve an X-ray image with sufficient 
information and contrast to provide a doctor with the diag 
nostic information needed, precise alignment of the DSA 
and the receptor often needs to be achieved. Typically, the 
DSA projects a beam of X-rays toward the image receptor 
Surface and through body Structure of the patient being 
imaged. The area of projected X-rays that is incident on the 
image receptor defines the active imaging area (AIA). Gen 
erally, the X-ray beam field or field of view (FOV), which 
is the interSection of the projected beam and the image 
receptor plane, must be coincident with, or lie within, the 
boundaries of the image receptor Surface in order to avoid 
loss of image data. The FOV may be adjusted by rotating or 
tilting the DSA to vary the direction of the projected X-ray 
beam, and also by operating a collimator to vary the width 
and length dimensions of the X-ray beam. Further adjust 
ments may also be made by linear translation of the DSA or 
the image receptor. 

0004. When the DSA is oriented so that the X-ray beam 
is directed in perpendicular or orthogonal relationship to the 
image receptor plane, the image receptor may be located 
directly below the DSA. However, X-ray technicians or 
operators may need to angulate the DSA with respect to the 
image receptor, that is, rotate or pivot the DSA So that the 
beam is not projected perpendicular to the image receptor. 
Angulation of the DSA may be desirable, for example, to 
ensure that the beam passes through a Specific body Structure 
of the patient, or to avoid imaging Specific structures. AS the 
DSA becomes increasingly angulated, the image receptor 
typically needs to be positioned at a location offset from the 
position of the DSA in order to receive the X-rays. Typically, 
the greater the degree of angulation the DSA is from 
perpendicular to the image receptor, the greater the offset 
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between the image receptor and the DSA need to be. 
Therefore, in order to ensure the image receptor receives the 
X-rays from the DSA, the operator typically needs to 
precisely position the image receptor So that it is in the X-ray 
beam’s FOV. 

0005. In the absence of optimal or appropriate alignment 
of the DSA and the image receptor, anatomical cutoff may 
occur during the imaging process. That is, the bodily Struc 
tures intended to be imaged may not be completely imaged 
due to the incorrect offset between the DSA and the image 
receptor. Anatomical cutoff may necessitate that the imaging 
be repeated, which may increase procedure cycle time, raise 
examination costs, and expose the patient to higher levels of 
net radiation. 

0006. In typical prior art systems, efforts to attain the 
precise alignment of the DSA with the image receptor 
desired for Successful imaging has been attempted by one of 
two methods. The first method typically used to align the 
DSA and image receptor is through direct alignment. That is, 
physically attaching the DSA to the image receptor in the 
desired alignment. The Second method typically used to 
align the DSA and image receptor is through indirect align 
ment methods. That is, positioning the DSA and the image 
receptor individually when they are not attached together. 
Both methods are further described below. 

0007. In typical X-ray imaging systems that utilize direct 
alignment of the DSA and the image receptor, the DSA and 
the image receptor are physically attached to each other by 
a rigid structure. The DSA is typically attached in a perpen 
dicular alignment to the image receptor So that the X-ray 
beam transmitted by the DSA will be transmitted directly 
into the flat plane of the receptor. In direct alignment 
Systems, the DSA and the image receptor are typically not 
moveable or able to be repositioned by an operator or X-ray 
technician. Because of the rigidly fixed positioning of the 
DSA and the image receptor, X-ray imaging Systems that 
utilize direct alignment may Suffer from a number of draw 
backs. 

0008 One drawback that may occur in direct aligned 
X-ray imaging Systems is lack of flexibility in positioning of 
the system by the operator. That is, when the position of the 
System is fixed, the operator may have to adjust the patient's 
position in order to get an image. During imaging proce 
dures it may be more difficult to adjust the patient to the 
X-ray System than it is to adjust the X-ray System to the 
patient. However, in a direct aligned System only limited 
adjustment of the System is possible. Therefore, if patients 
are required to hold difficult or uncomfortable positions in 
order to fit into the X-ray imaging System, bad images may 
be generated and frequent retakes may be required. Requir 
ing frequent retakes may often be time consuming and may 
expose the patient to exceSS radiation. Additionally, with 
direct aligned X-ray imaging Systems, retakes may be fur 
ther complicated by patient access. That is, once a determi 
nation has been reached to retake an image, the patient may 
have exited the System or may have to be re-Scheduled. Also, 
direct aligned X-ray imaging Systems are less desirable 
because the Systems are typically quite complex and costly. 

0009. In order to overcome some of the drawbacks 
related to the rigid inflexibility of direct aligned Systems, 
Some prior art X-ray Systems have utilized indirect align 
ment methods. That is, the DSA and the image receptor are 
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not physically attached to each other and may be individu 
ally positioned by an operator. Individually positioning the 
DSA and the image receptor may help give the operator 
more flexibility and may allow for better patient comfort 
than direct aligned Systems. Typically positioning of the 
DSA and receptor in indirect aligned Systems has been 
achieved by one of two methods. The first method typically 
used in indirect alignment Systems involves manual posi 
tioning of both the DSA and the image receptor by an 
operator. The Second method typically used in indirect 
alignment Systems is motorized positioning of both the DSA 
and the image receptor. 

0010. In typical indirect alignment systems manually 
positioned, an operator physically positions the DSA and the 
image receptor by hand. Generally, at first, the DSA may be 
manually positioned by the operator in a position appropri 
ate for the area of the patient's body being imaged. Next, the 
patient is typically positioned So that the area of the patient's 
body to be imaged is comfortably positioned with respect to 
the DSA. Finally, the image receptor may be manually 
positioned by the operator in the proper alignment with the 
DSA. The operator may use a visual light field projected by 
the DSA on to the patient or receptor to judge where the DSA 
should be positioned with respect to the patient and the 
image receptor. Once the operator concludes that the DSA 
and the image receptor have been optimally aligned, the 
image may be taken. While the manual positioning of the 
DSA and the imaging receptor by the operator may allow 
much greater flexibility to the operator than in direct align 
ment Systems, a number of drawbacks with manual posi 
tioning may result. 

0.011) One drawback that may occur in manually posi 
tioned indirect alignment Systems is inconsistent alignment. 
Because the DSA and the image receptor are both manually 
positioned by the operator, the operator must judge when the 
DSA and image receptor are in optimal alignment. While the 
Visual light field discussed above may help aid the operator 
in their judgment, it still may be difficult for the operator to 
precisely determine when the DSA and image receptor is in 
optimal alignment. Inconsistent alignment of the DSA and 
the receptor by the operator may result in poor quality 
images, anatomical cutoff, or may require frequent retakes. 
AS mentioned above, frequent retakes may increase imaging 
time and expose the patient to exceSS radiation. 

0012. An additional drawback which may occur in manu 
ally positioned indirect alignment Systems is the increased 
time required to position the DSA and the image receptor. 
Because the operator must judge and manually position both 
the DSA and the image receptor, proper alignment may 
require Some time. The operator may have to position and 
then reposition the DSA, the image receptor, or both numer 
ous times before an optimal alignment may be achieved. 
Therefore, the “trial and error” nature of manually position 
ing both the DSA and the image receptor may increase the 
time required to take good images. Increased time may result 
in reduced throughput of the imaging department of the 
medical facility, which may be busy during a typical day. 

0013 The second method typically used in indirect align 
ment Systems is motorized positioning of both the DSA and 
the image receptor. That is, the operator uses controls to 
position a motorized DSA and a motorized image receptor 
into proper alignment with each other. In typical motorized 
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positioning Systems, the operator may use the controls to 
position the motorized image receptor into a position appro 
priate for the area of the patient's body being imaged. Next, 
the patient is typically positioned So that the area of the 
patient's body to be imaged is comfortably positioned over 
the image receptor. Finally, the motorized DSA may be 
positioned by the operator using the controls in the proper 
alignment with the image receptor over the area of the 
patient's body to be imaged. Once the operator concludes 
that the DSA and the receptor have been optimally posi 
tioned, the image may be taken. While the motorized posi 
tioning of the DSA and the image receptor by the operator 
may allow greater precision to the operator than in manually 
positioned indirect alignment Systems, a number of draw 
backs with motorized positioning may result. 
0014. One drawback that may be present in motorized 
positioning systems is loss of freedom of motion of the DSA 
and the image receptor. That is, the range of motions 
available to the motorized DSA and the motorized image 
receptor may be less than the range of motion available to 
the manually positioned System. Having reduced range of 
motion may limit the ability of the operator to quickly and 
efficiently align the DSA and the image receptor. The 
operator may have to adjust the patient to compensate for the 
reduced range of motion that may be available to the 
motorized positioning System. Having to adjust the patient 
and not being able to position the DSA and the receptor in 
exactly the desired position may result in poor images and 
the need for retakes. AS described above, poor imaging and 
retakes may have adverse effects on the patient and hospital 
throughput. 

0015. Another disadvantage that may be present in 
motorized positioning Systems is the amount of time 
required to position the System. Typically, positioning the 
DSA and the image receptor by motorized control is slower 
than manually positioning the DSA and the receptor, par 
ticularly when the displacements are large. Thus, if multiple 
images from different angles or retakes are required, the 
increase in imaging time due to the motorized positioning of 
the DSA and the image receptor may be significant. AS 
mentioned above, increasing the imaging time may lead to 
reduced throughput and back-ups in the imaging department 
of busy hospitals. Additionally, motorized positioning Sys 
tems fail to address the various preferences or needs of an 
operator to move the positioning System at a slower or faster 
rate, as desired. That is, motorized positioning Systems may 
not provide continuously variable of proportional Speed 
control as desired by an operator. 
0016. Thus, a need exists for a positioning control system 
for a medical imaging device, Such as an X-ray imaging 
device, that combines the optimal alignment properties of a 
direct alignment system with the flexibility of an indirect 
alignment System. A need further exists for a positioning 
control System that allows for quick and precise alignment 
of a diagnostic Source assembly and an image receptor. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0017. The preferred embodiment of the present invention 
provides a System and method for automatically positioning 
an image receptor based on the position of a manually 
positioned diagnostic Source assembly (DSA) in an X-ray 
imaging System. 
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0.018. In operation, a patient whom the X-ray imaging 
will be performed on is placed on the examination table of 
the imaging System. An X-ray technician or operator then 
manually positions the DSA over the area of the patient's 
body to be imaged. Once the DSA is manually positioned in 
the proper location by the X-ray technician, position Sensors 
in the DSA transmit the lateral, longitudinal, Vertical, and 
angular orientation of the DSA to a system controller. The 
System controller calculates the optimal position of the 
image receptor based on the position of the DSA. The 
System controller then transmits the optimal position to a 
motor drive that automatically positions the image receptor 
in the optimal position. Once the image receptor has been 
positioned in the optimal position by the motor drive, 
Sensors in the image receptor transmit the positional data of 
the image receptor to the System controller. The System 
controller then Verifies that the image receptor has been 
positioned in the correct location. If the System controller 
determines that the image receptor has been properly posi 
tioned, the X-ray imaging may then occur. If the System 
controller determines that the image receptor has not been 
properly positioned, the X-ray technician may override the 
motor drive and manually position the image receptor in the 
desired location. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

0.019 FIG. 1 illustrates an automated receptor tracking 
System according to a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. 

0020 FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of an automated 
receptor tracking System according to a preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention. 
0021 FIG. 3 illustrates a flow chart of an automated 
receptor tracking System according to a preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0022 FIG. 1 illustrates an automated receptor tracking 
system 100 according to a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention. The tracking System 100 includes a diag 
nostic source assembly (DSA) 110, a DSA crane 120, a crane 
mount 130, crane mount guide bars 140, an image receptor 
150, an exam table 160, and a table top 165. 
0023 The DSA is preferably attached to the lower end of 
the DSA crane 120 as illustrated in FIG. 1. The upper end 
of the DSA crane 120 is then preferably attached to the crane 
mount 130. The crane mount 130 is held in position by the 
crane mount guide bars 140. The crane mount guide bars 140 
are preferably attached to the ceiling or upper wall of a 
medical imaging room. Located directly beneath the crane 
mount guide bars 140 on the medical imaging room floor is 
the exam table 160. Attached to the top of the exam table 160 
is the table top 165. Located in the exam table 160 directly 
beneath the table top 165 is the image receptor 150. 
0024. In a preferred embodiment of the tracking system 
100, the DSA 110 includes position sensors to preferably 
detect and transmit the lateral, longitudinal, Vertical, and 
angular orientation of the DSA 110. The image receptor 150 
also contains position Sensors to detect and transmit the 
image receptor height and longitudinal position. The posi 
tion data detected by the sensors in the DSA 110 and the 
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sensors in the image receptor 150 is preferably transmitted 
to a System controller (not shown). The System controller is 
used to analyze the Sensor data and compute an optimal 
alignment position of the image receptor 150 relative to the 
position of the DSA 110 prior to taking an image. In addition 
to the position Sensors, the image receptor 150 also includes 
a motor drive (not shown) that is used to adjust the longi 
tudinal position of the image receptor 150. The motor drive 
of the image receptor 150 is preferably controlled by the 
System controller. After calculating the optimal alignment 
position of the image receptor 150 relative to the position of 
the DSA 110, the system controller then transmits the 
optimal image receptor 150 position to the motor drive. 

0025. In operation, a patient is preferably positioned on 
the table top 165 of the exam table 160. An X-ray technician 
or operator then manually positions the DSA 110 to a 
position Suitable for imaging the desired area of the patient. 
The DSA 110 is manually positioned by physically adjusting 
the DSA110 to its intended orientation. The DSA110 is held 
in its desired position by the DSA crane 120. The DSA crane 
120 allows for a full range of motion and angular orientation 
of the DSA 110. The DSA 110 is preferably manually 
positioned correctly by using a visual light field projected on 
the patient by the DSA 110 indicating the area of the patient 
to be imaged at the current position of the DSA 110. 
Additional longitudinal positioning may be achieved by 
Sliding the crane mount 130 along the crane mount guide 
bars 140 as illustrated in FIG. 1. 

0026. Once the operator manually positions the DSA 110, 
the sensors in the DSA 110 transmit the lateral, longitudinal, 
vertical, and angular orientation of the DSA 110 to the 
System controller. The System controller then calculates the 
optimal image receptor 150 alignment and height So that the 
full desired area of the patient may be imaged without 
anatomical cutoff. Once the optimal image receptor 150 
alignment and height is calculated by the System controller, 
the System controller transmits the optimal alignment data to 
the motor drive of the image receptor 150. The motor drive 
then automatically positions the image receptor 150 in the 
optimal alignment and height with the DSA 110 as calcu 
lated by the System controller. The Sensors in the image 
receptor 150 transmit the position of the image receptor 150 
to the System controller So the System controller is able to 
verify that the image receptor 150 has reached the optimal 
position. Once the image receptor 150 has been optimally 
aligned with respect to the position of the DSA 110, the 
X-ray imaging may be performed. Thus, the tracking System 
100 allows the operator to “point and shoot” the X-ray by 
simply aiming the DSA 110 over the desired imaging area of 
the patient. The image receptor 150 is automatically tracked 
to the optimal position by the System controller and motor 
drive. 

0027) If for some reason the operator wants to manually 
adjust the image receptor 150 as well as the DSA 110, the 
motor drive of the image receptor 150 may be disengaged. 
When the motor drive is disengaged, the operator may 
manually position the image receptor 150 in Substantially 
the same fashion as the manually positioned indirect align 
ment System described above. 

0028 FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram 200 of an 
automated receptor tracking System according to a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. The block diagram 
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200 includes a diagnostic source assembly (DSA) 210 with 
position Sensors, a System controller 220, and an image 
receptor 230 with a motor drive. 

0029. In operation, the sensors in the DSA 210 preferably 
transmit the lateral, longitudinal, Vertical, and angular ori 
entation of the DSA 110 to the system controller 220. As 
discussed above with reference to FIG. 1, the system 
controller 220 receives and analyzes the position data from 
the DSA 210. Based on the position data received from the 
DSA 210 when the DSA 210 is manually positioned in the 
desired location, the system controller 220 calculates the 
optimal position for the image receptor 230. Once the 
optimal position for the image receptor 230 is calculated 
with respect to the position of the DSA 210, the system 
controller 220 sends the optimal position to the motor drive 
of the image receptor 230. The motor drive of the image 
receptor 230 then automatically moves the image receptor 
230 to the calculated position. The sensors in the image 
receptor 230 transmit the position of the image receptor 230 
to the System controller So the System controller is able to 
verify that the image receptor 230 has reached the optimal 
position. Once the image receptor 230 has been optimally 
aligned with respect to the position of the DSA 210, the 
X-ray imaging may be performed. 

0030 FIG. 3 illustrates a flow chart 300 of an automated 
receptor tracking System according to a preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention. First, at Step 310, an operator 
manually positions the DSA in the desired location. Then, at 
Step 320, the System controller calculates the optimal posi 
tion for the image receptor based the position data received 
from the sensors in the DSA. Next, at step 330, the image 
receptor is automatically positioned in the optimal position 
calculated by the system controller by the motor drive. At 
step 340, the system controller verifies that the image 
receptor has been positioned in the calculated optimal posi 
tion from the data received from the position Sensors in the 
image receptor. If the position of the image receptor is 
verified as being optimal, then at step 350, the X-ray 
imaging is performed. If the position of the image receptor 
is determined to not be optimal, at step 360, the operator 
may manually override the image receptor motor drive and 
manually position the image receptor. If the position of the 
manually repositioned image receptor is determined to be 
optimal, finally, at Step 370, the X-ray imaging is performed. 

0031. In a second embodiment of the present invention, 
the tracking system 100 may be modified to allow for 
transverse movement of the image receptor in addition to 
longitudinal and height movements. In the Second embodi 
ment, an additional position Sensor is provided in the image 
receptor to track the transverse position of the image recep 
tor. In operation, the DSA is manually positioned in Sub 
stantially the same fashion as described above with refer 
ence to FIG. 1. However, when the system controller 
calculates the optimal alignment and height of the image 
receptor, transverse positioning of the image receptor is also 
taken into account. Thus, when the System controller Sends 
the optimal calculated position to the motor drive of the 
image receptor, the motor drive may position the longitudi 
nal position, the transverse position, and the height of the 
image receptor to the calculated location. Increasing the 
range of motion of the image receptor to include transverse 
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motion may increase the ability of the tracking system 100 
to take complete and accurate images with low attenuation 
or anatomical cut-off. 

0032. In a third embodiment of the present invention, the 
tracking System may be modified to allow for tilting of the 
image receptor. In the third embodiment, additional position 
Sensors may be provided in the image receptor to track the 
angular tilt along the longitudinal axis, the transverse axis, 
or both axes, of the image receptor. In operation, the DSA is 
manually positioned in Substantially the same fashion as 
described above with reference to FIG. 1. However, when 
the System controller calculates the optimal alignment and 
height of the image receptor, angular tilt of the image 
receptor may also taken into account. Thus, when the System 
controller Sends the optimal calculated position to the motor 
drive of the image receptor, the motor drive may position the 
longitudinal position, the transverse position, the height, and 
the angular tilt of the image receptor to the calculated 
location. Increasing the range of motion of the image 
receptor to include axial tilting of the image receptor may 
further increase the ability of the tracking system 100 to take 
complete and accurate images with low attenuation or 
anatomical cut-off. 

0033. Thus, the automated receptor tracking system 100 
presented in the present invention combines the optimal 
alignment properties of a direct alignment System with the 
flexibility of an indirect alignment System. Additionally, the 
present invention presents a positioning control System that 
allows for quick and precise alignment of a diagnostic 
Source assembly and an image receptor. Therefore, the 
present invention may reduce the total imaging time and 
increase cost effectiveness by reducing the number of 
retakes required to obtain a Satisfactory X-ray image. Reduc 
ing retakes may also result in decreased exposure to radia 
tion by the patient being imaged which is healthier to the 
patient. 

0034. Additional information regarding the present 
invention may be found in the pending patent application 
entitled “Imaging System with X-ray Beam Anulation Com 
pensation,” which was filed with the USPTO on and 
is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety. 
0035) While the invention has been described with ref 
erence to a preferred embodiment, it will be understood by 
those skilled in the art that various changes may be made and 
equivalents may be Substituted without departing from the 
Scope of the invention. In addition, many modifications may 
be made to adapt a particular Situation or material to the 
teachings of the invention without departing from its Scope. 
Therefore, it is intended that the invention not be limited to 
the particular embodiment disclosed, but that the invention 
will include all embodiments falling within the scope of the 
appended claims. 

1. A System for calculating an optimal position of an 
image receptor based on the position of a diagnostic Source 
assembly, Said System including: 

a System controller for receiving positional data from Said 
diagnostic Source assembly and calculating an optimal 
position for Said image receptor based on Said posi 
tional data received from Said diagnostic Source assem 
bly. 
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2. The System of claim 1 wherein Said diagnostic Source 
assembly is manually positioned. 

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the optimal position for 
Said image receptor is transmitted to a motor drive by Said 
System controller. 

4. The System of claim 1 wherein positional Sensors on 
Said diagnostic Source assembly transmit Said positional data 
from Said diagnostic Source assembly to Said System con 
troller. 

5. The System of claim 1 wherein Said image receptor 
includes positional Sensors for transmitting positional data 
of Said image receptor to Said System controller. 

6. The system of claim 1 wherein said system controller 
includes a microprocessor for calculating Said optimal posi 
tion. 

7. A System for automatically positioning an image recep 
tor in a medical imaging System, said System including: 

a manually positioned diagnostic Source assembly; 
an automatically positioned image receptor; 
a System controller for receiving positional data from Said 

manually positioned diagnostic Source assembly, cal 
culating an optimal position for Said automatically 
positioned image receptor with respect to the position 
of Said manually positioned diagnostic Source assembly 
and transmitting Said optimal position to a motor drive; 
and 

a motor drive for automatically positioning Said image 
receptor in response to Said optimal position. 

8. The system of claim 7 wherein said manually posi 
tioned diagnostic Source assembly includes at least one 
position Sensor for transmitting the lateral orientation of Said 
manually positioned diagnostic Source assembly to Said 
System controller. 

9. The system of claim 7 wherein said manually posi 
tioned diagnostic Source assembly includes at least one 
position Sensor for transmitting the longitudinal orientation 
of Said manually positioned diagnostic Source assembly to 
Said System controller. 

10. The system of claim 7 wherein said manually posi 
tioned diagnostic Source assembly includes at least one 
position Sensor for transmitting the vertical orientation of 
Said manually positioned diagnostic Source assembly to Said 
System controller. 

11. The system of claim 7 wherein said manually posi 
tioned diagnostic Source assembly includes at least one 
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position Sensor for transmitting the angular orientation of 
Said manually positioned diagnostic Source assembly to Said 
System controller. 

12. The System of claim 7 wherein Said image receptor 
includes position Sensors for transmitting the longitudinal 
position of Said automatically positioned image receptor to 
Said System controller. 

13. The system of claim 7 wherein said image receptor 
includes position Sensors for transmitting the height of Said 
automatically positioned image receptor to Said System 
controller. 

14. The System of claim 7 wherein Said image receptor 
includes position Sensors for transmitting the axial tilt of 
Said automatically positioned image receptor to Said System 
controller. 

15. A method for automatically positioning an image 
receptor, Said method including the Steps of: 

calculating an optimal image receptor position based on 
the position of a manually positioned diagnostic Source 
assembly, and 

automatically positioning Said image receptor based on 
Said optimal image receptor position. 

16. The method of claim 15 further including the step of 
Verifying the position of Said image receptor at Said optimal 
image receptor position. 

17. The method of claim 15 further including the step of 
manually overriding a motor drive to manually position Said 
image receptor. 

18. A method for calculating an optimal position of an 
image receptor based on the position of a diagnostic Source 
assembly, Said method including the Steps of 

receiving positional data from Said diagnostic Source 
assembly, and 

calculating an optimal position of Said image receptor 
based on the position of Said diagnostic Source assem 
bly using a System controller. 

19. The method of claim 18 further including the step of 
transmitting Said positional data from Said diagnostic Source 
assembly using positional Sensors. 

20. The method of claim 18 further including the step of 
transmitting Said optimal position calculated by Said System 
controller to a motor drive. 

21. The method of claim 18 wherein said system control 
ler includes a microprocessor. 
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