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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A container for small paper napkins which comprises a 

housing with a removable side wall and a top wall having 
an aperture, and a moving member accommodated within 
the housing and urged by a spring to the top wall. A num 
ber of teeth project internally of the housing and coact 
with slots in the moving member by restraining it adjacent 
the bottom wall of the container when the removable wall 
is at open position; the arrangement of the teeth and slots 
is such that on closing the removable wall the moving 
member is automatically disengaged from the teeth. 

This invention relates to a container for small paper 
napkins or the like, particularly suitable for bars and 
restaurants. 
The main object of this invention is to provide a con 

tainer for small paper napkins, from which container the 
small napkins may be drawn one by one in a very simple 
manner, being urged by resilient means against an aper 
ture through which the small napkins may be grasped, 
wherein the above resilient means are restrainable so as 
to enable a ready filling of a pile or stack of small napkins 
into the empty container, and wherein the resilient means 
are also releasable, after having filled the container with 
the pile or stack of small napkins, by simple pressure 
exerted on said means such as to cause a slight lateral dis 
placement thereof. 
A further object is to provide a container which is in 

expensive and of a simple manufacture and utilization, 
and which may be also used both with zigzag folded 
napkins wherein an edge of each of them is intercalated 
with an edge of the adjoining small napkins, and with 
small napkins merely bearing one on the other. 

In order that the structure for a container according 
to the invention and the advantages which may result 
from its utilization be more clearly understood, an em 
bodiment thereof will now be described by mere way of 
example and not of limitation, reference being made to 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective and top view of the front por 
tion of a container for small paper napkins; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective and top view of the rear por 
tion of the container in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 2, but 
showing a side wall of the container at open position; 

FIG. 4 is a vertical cross-section of the container ac 
cording to line IV-IV of FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 5 is a vertical cross-section of the container as 
shown at ready position for filling with a pile or stack of 
small napkins. 
As it will be seen from the drawings, the container com 

prises an outer housing formed of a bottom wall 1, a top 
wall 2 formed with an aperture 3, a front side wall 4, a 
rear side wall 5, and two side walls 6. Walls 1, 2, 4 and 6 
make up together a single structure, whereas wall 5 is 
separated therefrom and is attached thereto through a 
hinge having its axis parallel to wall 1, the hinge being 
provided adjacent said wall 1 and being formed of two 
small pins laterally projecting outward from two ears 7 
secured to wall 5 and housed within two holes in walls 6. 
Wall 5 also has two projections 8 accommodating, when 
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the container is closed, two enveloping notches 9 in said 
walls 6 Such as to hold wall 5 firmly anchored to the other 
walls of the container. 

It can also be noticed from the drawings that a hole 
10 is formed in wall 5, the dimensions of this hole being 
Such as to afford the passage for at least one finger, the 
hole having the purpose of facilitating the opening of the 
container, that is the lowering of wall 5 from the position 
shown at FIGS. 1, 2 and 4 to the position shown at FIGS. 
3 and 5. It can also be noticed from the drawings that walls 
4, 5 and 6 of the container define an internal cavity of a 
constant cross-section, all of such walls being perpendic 
ular to wall 1. 
Two teeth 11 and a rib 12 project to the interior of 

housing from each side wall 6, said rib 12 extending sub 
stantially parallel to wall 1. 

Between wall 1 and ribs 12 a lead plate 13 is fitted, 
thereto being attached an end of a conical coil spring 14, 
the other end of which is wound on an extension 15 pro 
jecting from the lower surface of a member 16 fitted with 
in the housing and movable therein between the walls 4, 
5 and 6, the spring being such as to urge member 16 to 
wall 2. Member 16 has a flat surface and at its periphery 
has an edge 17 toward bottom wall 1. At its section adja 
cent walls 6, edge 17 is formed with four slots extending 
from the lower edge surface in a first direction 8 substan 
tially at right angles to wall 1, and in a second direction 
19 laterally away from wall 5, the transverse sizes of the 
slots being at least equal to those of teeth 11, such slots 
being So Spaced apart from one another that teeth 11 
may be caused to enter thereinto, as hereinafter disclosed. 
ASSume that a pile or stack of small paper napkins 20 

is arranged above member 16 (as particularly shown in 
FIGS. 3 and 4). Under such conditions the pile or stack 
of Small paper napkins is pressed upward by spring 14 
operating on member 16, and said small napkins can be 
grasped and drawn one by one through aperture 3 in wall 
2. It can be seen that the small napkins can be zigzag 
folded and arranged with an edge of a small napkin 
intercalated with the edge of another small napkin, or 
Such small napkins may simply bear one on the other. 
All of the small napkins can be readily drawn through 
aperture 3, since as a small napkin is removed from the 
container, member 16 more and more approaches aper 
ture 3. When all the small napkins have been removed 
from the container and it is desired to refill the same 
with a fresh pile or stack of small napkins, wall 5 is disen 
gaged and brought from the position shown in FIGS. 1, 2 
and 4 to the position shown in FIGS. 3 and 5. By exerting 
a pressure on member 16 and operating against the action 
of Spring 14, member 16 is urged to bottom wall 1, caus 
ing teeth 11 to penetrate into the vertical sections 18 of 
the slots in edges 17 of member 16. While holding mem 
ber 16 downwardly, a pull is then exerted thereon tending 
to move it away from wall 4, so as to cause teeth 11 to 
penetrate into sections 19 of the slots in edge 17. On re 
leasing member 16, the latter will remain held by teeth 11, 
that is, blocked at the position shown in FIG. 5. Under this 
condition, the filling of a pile or stack of Small napkins into 
the container may be accomplished in a very simple man 
ner by laying said pile or stack of small napkins above 
the flat surface of member 16. Then, by rotating wall 5 
so as to bring it to its closed position, that is from the 
position shown in FIGS. 3 and 5 to the position shown 
in the other figures, said wall 5 will exert a thrust on 
member 16 tending to move it to wall 4, thus causing teeth 
11 to slide within sections 19 of the slots in edge 17. When 
member 16 has been pushed from wall 5 to wall 4 by 
such a distance that sections 18 of the afore-mentioned 
slots are below teeth 11, spring 14 will operate on mem 
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ber 16 causing it to approach wall 2 and, finally, will urge 
the small paper napkins against said wall 2, so that said 
small napkins can be readily grasped through aperture 3. 
As previously outlined, wall 5 will be firmly retained at 
the position shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 4, as projections 8 
in wall 5 will be held within notches 9 and walls 6. 

Lead plate 13 functions to weigh down the small napkin 
container which will therefore be stable on any bearing 
face. Insertion of plate 13 between wall and ribs 12 is 
accomplished prior to bonding wall 5 to walls 6 of the 
container, that is prior to causing the pins projecting from 
ears 7 of wall 5 to penetrate into the proper holes in 
walls 6. 
The container is rather inexpensive since, apart from 

plate 13 and spring 14, the other elements making up the 
container are made of three moulded plastic material 
pieces, also bearing in mind that use of lead in the plate, 
although preferred, is not essential. 
What I claim is: 
1. A container for small paper napkins and the like, 

comprising an outer housing formed of a bottom wall, 
a top wall having an aperture therein, and side walls de 
fining an inner cavity of a substantially constant cross 
Section, a member accommodated within said housing and 
movable therein between said walls, and at least one 
spring operating said bottom wall and member to urge the 
latter to said top Wall, at least one of the side walls being 
separated from the other walls and comprising fastening 
means thereto, there being provided at least one tooth 
projecting inwardly of the housing from two of said side 
walls adjacent Said bottom wall, and on said member 
there being formed at least two slots, the transverse di 
mensions of each of which being at least the same as 
those of said tooth, and extending from the lower surface 
of said member on the sides thereof in a first length sub 
stantially at right angles to said bottom wall and in a 
Second length laterally away from said side wall which 
is separated from the other walls. 

2. A container according to claim 1, wherein said side 
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wall separated from the other walls is attached thereto 
through a hinge, the axis of which is parallel to said 
bottom wall. 

3. A container according to claim 2, wherein said hinge 
is provided adjacent said bottom wall. 

4. A container according to claim 3, wherein a hole 
is provided in said side wall separated from the other 
walls, the dimensions for said hole being such that at least 
one finger may pass therethrough. 

5. A container according to claim 1, wherein said mem 
ber is an integral member, having a flat surface facing 
said top wall and having at its periphery an edge upturned 
to said bottom wall, said slots being provided in said 
upturned edge. 

6. A container according to claim 5, wherein at least 
one extension projects from the lower surface of said 
member, an end of said spring being wound on said ex 
tension. 

7. A container according to claim 1, wherein from the 
inner surface of at least two of said side walls a number 
of ribs project between said teeth and said bottom wall, 
which ribs are substantially parallel to said bottom wall, 
and wherein a metal plate is accommodated between said 
ribs and bottom wall, to which an end of said spring is 
attached, the other end of said spring abutting said mem 
ber. 
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