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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ORVILLE LINCOLN STORY, OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS, 

FOLDING OPERA-CHAIR. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 612,634, dated October 18, 1898. 
Application filed April 22, 1898, 

To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ORVILLE TLINCOLN 

STORY, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Somerville, in the county of Middlesex 
and State of Massachusetts, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvementsin. Fold 
ing Opera-Chairs, of which the following is a 
full and complete specification, such as will 
enable those skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to folding chairs; and 

it has especial relation to that class of fold 
ing chairs which are designed for use in opera 
houses and for similar purposes and which 
are usually constructed in sections of two or 
O0. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

simple and improved folding chair of this 
character which will be convenient and ef 
fective and which can be folded into an ex 
tremely compact condition. 
The invention is fully disclosed in the foll 

lowing specification, of which the accompany 
ing drawings form a part, in which the sepa 
rate parts of my improvement are designated 
by the same letters of reference in each of 
the views, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a section 
consisting of two chairs constructed accord 
ing to my invention, the chairs being in open 
position. Fig. 2 is a front view of the same 
in folded position. Fig. 3 is a side view in 
open position, and Fig. 4 is a side view in 
closed position. - 

Referring to the drawings, A. A designate 
side bars, which extend longitudinally from 
the top to the bottom and form the backpor 
tion and the front leg-supports when the 
chair is in open position ready for use. 

B B designate supplementary side bars, 
which are shorter than the bars A and are 
pivotally connected to the latter, as at b. The 
portions of these supplementary bars project 
ing above the pivot b form supports for the 
front end of the arm-piece, while the lower 
portions of said bars form the rear legs or 
supports when the chair is open. The bars 
B are adapted to fold into flat parallel posi 
tion against the outer face of the bars A. 
C designates bars which form arms and are 

pivotally connected at their front ends, as at 
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c, to the top ends of the bars B and have a 
pivotal connection at their rear ends, as at 
c', with the bars A, this rear pivotal connec 
tion being formed by a longitudinally - ar 
ranged slot a in the bar A, in which the pivot 
pin c' is adapted to slide. The relative con 
struction and arrangement are such that when 
the chair is in open position the bars Care in 
a horizontal plane, (see Fig. 3;) but when the 
chair is in folded or closed position the bars 
C slide upwardly and assume a parallel posi 
tion with relation to the bar A and against 
the outer face of the latter. (See Fig. 4.) 
DD designate the seat-bars, which are piv 

otally connected, as at d, to the bars A at a 
point below the pivot b. When the chair is 
in open position, the seat-bars D are adapted 
to rest upon a cross-piece E, arranged upon 
the bars AA in front of the pivot b, while 
their rear ends bear upwardly against a simi 
lar cross-piece F, arranged upon the bars BB. 
When the chair is folded, the side bars Das 
Sume a parallel position against the inner face 
of the bars A. 
The back and seat of the chair are formed 

by a flexible strip G, suspended between a 
cross-piece H, connecting the top ends of the 
bars A, and a cross-piece I, connecting the 
top ends of the bars D. 
In constructing my improved folding chair 

be necessary to provide a single supplemen 
tary bar B and arm-bar C between each pair 
of chairs in the section, (see Figs, 1 and 2,) 
which bars B and C will be pivotally con 
nected with and operate between two adjoin 
ing side bars A. 
The operation and advantages of my inven 

tion will be readily understood. The arm 
bar C forms virtually an extension of the side 
bar B, by which the latter is connected to the 
bar A, and when said arm-bar is in the hori 
Zontal position shown in Fig. 3 it operates to 
lock the frame in position for use. It will 
also be noted that the seat portion formed by 
the bars D can be swung upwardly without 
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folding up the chair, under which circum 
stances the frame will be still maintained in 
position for use by means of the locking func 
tion of the arm-bars C. The chair may be 

in sections of two or more chairs it will only 

quickly and conveniently folded into com 
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pact form which will occupy virtually only a 
space equivalent to the width of the side 
bars A. 

It will be noted that the construction is 
5 such that when the chair is in use the bottom 

rails will come into a position for convenient 
service as a hat-rack. 
IHaving fully described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Io Patent 

1. An improved folding chair of the class 
described, comprising the main side bars, sup 
plementary side bars pivotally connected to 
the main side bars, means for retaining said 

f5 bars in relatively open position, and the seat 
bars pivotally connected to the main side bars 
and having a bearing sustained by the main 

having a bearing sustained by the main side 
bars in front of the pivot and a bearing sus 
tained by the supplementary side bars in rear 
of the pivot, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

3. An improved folding chair of the class 
described, comprising the main side bars hav 
ing the longitudinally-arranged slot in their 
upper portion, the supplementary side bars 
pivotally connected to the main side bars, 
the arm-bars having their front ends pivot 
ally connected to the portion of the supple 
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mentary side bars which projects above the 
pivot of the latter, the rear ends of said arm 
bars having a pivotal and longitudinally-slid 
ing connection with the main side bars by 
means of said longitudinal slot, the seat-bars 

side bars in front of the pivot and a bearing pivotally connected to the main side bars, the 
sustained by the supplemental side bars in 

2 o rear of the pivot, whereby said seat-bars can 
befolded upindependently of the mainframe, 
substantially as and for the purpose set 
forth. 

2. An improved folding chair of the class 
25 described, comprising the main side bars, the 

supplementary side bars pivotally connected 
to said main bars, the arm-bars pivotally con 
nected at their front portion to the portion of 
the supplementary side bars which projects 

3o above the pivot of the latter, said arm-bars 
having a movable connection at their rear 
end with the main side bars, and the seat-bars. 
pivotally connected to the main side bars and 

support for said seat-bars carried by the main 
side bars at a point in front of the pivot of 

: the seat-bars, and the bearing-piece carried 
by the supplementary side bars and operating 
to retain the seat-bars in position, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 4th day 
of April, 1898. 

ORVILLE LINCOLN STORY. 
Witnesses: 

JOSEPH. J. GILES, 
HARRY WAN IDERSTINE. 


