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To all whom it may concern: y 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM MATHEWs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Llano, 
in the county of Llano and State of Texas, 
have invented a new and useful Improvement 
in Nail-Receptacles, of which the following is 
a Specification, reference being had to the ac 
Companying drawings. 
My invention relates to a portable nail-re 

ceptacle; and it consists of the peculiar and 
novel construction and combination of parts, 
Substantially as hereinafter fully set forth, and 
particularly pointed out in the claims. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

nail holder or receptacle that can be conven 
iently and readily moved or transported from 
place to place around a store or the like; to 
provide means for easily and readily discharg 
ing the contents of the receptacle without in 
juring the hands, and which shall be under 
the immediate control of the attendant; to pro 
vide means for varying the inclination of the 
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pivoted receptacle in discharging the nails 
therefrom; and, finally, to provide a device of 
the class named which shall be very simple, 
strong, and durable in construction, thor. 
oughly effective for the purposes designed, and 
comparatively cheap of manufacture. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figurel is 

a perspective view of my improved portable 
nail receptacle or bin. Fig. 2 is a longitudi 
nal central sectional view thereof, and Fig. 3 
is a transverse sectional view. 

Referring to the drawings, in which like let 
ters of reference denote corresponding parts 
all the figures, A designates the frame of my 
portable nail receptacle or bin, which com 
prises the vertical uprights B, the curved or 
angular bases C, a cross-beam, D, suitably se 
cured to and between the standards or up 
rights B, and a tie rod or bar, C, which con 
nects and strengthens the bases of the frame. 
The various parts may be made of cast metal, 

or partly of wood and metal, and suitably se 
cured or connected together. One of the legs 
of each of the bases C is provided with a slot 
ted end, c, between which is afranged and sup 
ported a roller or caster, c', whereby one end 
of the frame can be readily elevated, and the 
device transported or moved easily and readily 
from place to place on the rollers c, as will be 
very readily understood. 

E designates the receptacle or bin, which 
comprises a bottom, e, a rear wall, e, and the 
tapering side walls, e, all of which are suit- 55 
ably Secured together. The receptacle or bin 
is thus left open, so that the nails from a keg 
can be easily and readily emptied into the 
Same; and it is made contracted at one end to 
provide a discharge-mouth atf, and the other 6o 
end is enlarged. The form or shape of the re 
ceptacle orbin is immaterial, it only being nec 
essary to provide the contracted discharge 
end for convenience in emptying the whole or 
a portion of the contents into the scale-scoop 65 
or other receptacle; and the capacity of the re 
ceptacle can be varied to contain one or more 
kegs of nails. The receptacle is lined on its 
inner surface with sheet metal, as at f', to pre 
vent the nails contained therein from injuring 7c 
or defacing the same, and to facilitate the dis 
charge thereof; and it is provided at or near 
its middle with castings F, that are bolted or 
otherwise. suitably secured to side walls at or 
near the middle and the upper edges thereof, 75 
and provided with trunnions f', that are jour 
naled in boxes or bearings f in the upper 
ends of the standards B. The receptacle or 
bin is thus pivotally supported or suspended 
between the standards, and it can be conven- 8o 
iently tilted by hand to discharge the contents. 
through the contracted open end thereof, and 
when it is filled with nails the preponderance 
of the weight thereof at the enlarged rear end 
of the pivoted receptacle will cause the rear 85 
end to be normally depressed in contact with 
the cross-beam ID, and thus elevate the dis 
charge end to prevent accidental spilling of 
the contents, and relieve the pivots or trun 
nions of a portion of the Weight and strain go 
thereon. 
G designates a plate that is rigidly bolted or 

otherwise suitably Secured to the bottom e of 
the suspended receptacle or bin, and this plate. 
is provided with depending lugs g', between 95 
which is arranged and pivoted one end of a 
detent or bar, H, as at g, and this detaining 
bar is provided with a lip or tongue, h, that 
is arranged at or near the middle of the bar, 
and is adapted to engage. One of a series of Ioo 
teeth, i, of a rack, I, that is suitably secured to 
or formed With the cross-beam D of the frame 
A, one end of the detaining-bar H projecting 
beyond the suspended receptacle within con 
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venient reach of the operator's hand or foot. 
The operation of my invention is as follows: 

When it is desired to empty the whole or a por 
tion of the contents of the receptacle, it is os 
cillated on its trunnions by elevating the en 
larged rear end, and consequently lowering 
the contracted open end, so that the nails will 
run out of the open end, the tongue of the de 
taining-bar sliding freely over the teeth of the 
rack-bar I while the rear end of the recep 
tacle is being elevated, and when the same is 
released the detent or tongue engages one of 
the teeth to hold the receptacle in any desired 
position without requiring further adjustment. 
The nails can now be readily drawn-out of the 
receptacle, if necessary, without injuring the 
hands; and, if it is desired, a “grab’ of any 
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form, or a like implement, can be used to draw 
the nails from the receptacle. After the de 
sired quantity of nails has been removed, the 
receptacle may or may not be returned to its 
mormal position by merely elevating the de 
taining-bar by means of the hand or foot, to 
raise the tooth out of engagement with the 
rack-bar, and then lowering the receptacle. 
My invention can be used for holding any 

substance around a store, and I therefore 
would have it understood that I do not confine 
myself to the use of the device in any par 
ticular art. 

Various slight changes in the form and pro 
portion of parts and details of construction 
can be made without departing from the prin 
'ciple of my invention. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 35 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by . 
Letters Patent, is 

1. In a portable nail-receptacle, a carrying 
frame having a cross-beam, D, provided with 
a rack, in combination with a swinging re- 4o 
ceptacle journaled in the frame and having 
enlarged rear end normally resting against the 
beam D, to elevate the discharge end thereof, 
and a detaining bar or rod pivoted to the un 
der side of and carried by the swinging re- 45 
ceptacle, and having a projecting lip, h, 
adapted to engage the rack and retain the re 
ceptacle in its adjusted position, substantially 
as described. 

2. In a portable nail - receptacle, a frame 50 
comprising the standards, the bases having 
rollers, and a cross-beam connecting the stand 
ards, in combination with a pivoted receptacle 
having a contracted open end, a detaining-bar 
pivoted to the receptacle, and provided with 55 
a lip, and a rack carried by the cross-beam of 
the frame, all arranged and combined substan 
tially as described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 6o 
presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM MATHEWS. 

Witnesses: 
A. ZINCKE, 
EDWIN A. PROTHED. 

  


