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: This-invention -relates to-ash trays 'of the type
‘provided - with- a--support upon-whieh a lighted
cigarette may he-temporarily-placed. - While par-
ticularly - designed -for. cigarettes,- the--ash: -tray
of-the. present invention may-be made of- a: size
to accommodate cigars-or-hoth cigars.-and ciga-
rettes simultaneously, and references-hereinafter
to. cigarettes: should be--interpreted to. include
cigars.

-'The general-objects of the present-invention are

to-provide an-ash-tray which:is-safe and conven-
Jent for the -smoker-to-use, easy-to-wash or other-
‘wise. clean; simple-and.durable. in construction
and economical to--manufacture. - Among -the
.more. specifie. - objects -of ~my- invention- are: to
-provide -ah :ash..tray-having a -safety rest for
lighted. butts, a-choke-channel for-automatically
extinguishing discarded-or-neglected lighted butts,
-and a substantially air-tight disposal chamber for
temporarily.storing-ashes and butts.

Numerous schemes have been proposed for-ac-
complishing. one-and--sometimes two-of the spe-
cific objects. enumerated -above,-but,- -so-far-as-I
am.aware, no-one-has- hltherto successfully com-
bined.all three features-in a- -simple-and sturdy
device free .from -mechanical.gadgets” which: are
difficult to'.keep -clean -and.:in- working order.
‘For- the. safety rest-feature, my improved -ash
tray velies. upon ‘the well- known - expedlent of
providing a stipport. so” arrangéd that, shotld - a
‘lighted cigarette placéd-iipon it be neglected any
over-halancing of thelighted biitt oc¢uiting ipon
continued ‘burning’ Wwill’ result in -depositinig” the
butt” in" the body” of ‘the zsh tray, rathér than
upon the surface. of 'the supportmg ‘table 6r the
like. - Ash triys~have also been: provided With
choke channels In which 4 lighted cigavette whlch
it is*desired to"diseard gy be blaced and will
automatically be ¢hoked or extmgmshed without
neéd for’ tampitig or" preSsmg ‘the lighted end.
I"have combined these two’ featiires in’ a novel
way so that a burning cigarette toppiiig Trom a
safety rest will be: automatica.lly dehvered into a
choke channel, the sgme” ¢ticke "¢haniel being
convemently dvailable to" 3~ smoker” who Wwishes
todiscard a' burning ‘butt. Ash” t‘rays hdve also
been” made inwhich g eover or partltmn may be
lifted, tiltéd or slid’ away to- deéposit the the ac-
cumulated'debrls in o Sealéd or semi-sealed dis-
posal ¢hamber. “In some ash trays, a safety rest
and a disposal chamber have been comblned In
my imiproved ash tray, I have conibined- all three
of these. features. in a-novel manner so that. the
thoke chatinel féceives ashes and bitts fiom the

A0

15

20

25

30

40

50

55

safety rest-or by direct discarding and may -dis-

charge its contents into ‘the disposal chamber.
My -improved-ash-tray, in-its preferved ‘form,

‘consists “of -only ‘two: members: each  of - which
~may be readily :formed by molding  or- pressing

‘and may be made ofany suitable non-combus-

-tible-material ‘'such ‘as glass; earthenware; porce-
dain’ or; plastics; althoughy if-desired; my-ash tray
‘could be made ‘of metal.

The outer member con-
stitutes the body of the ash tray and of-the
disposal’ chamber; and ‘the inner member consti-

tutes a cover for ‘the-disposal chamber-and- in-

corporates-the-safety rest; the ‘two-meémbers to-

‘gether -cooperatingto ‘form-the choke -channel.

The cover membeér-has-a‘locse sliding fit-in-the

body member and -may-easily ‘be lifted g short
-distance to:deposit the accumulated: debris in -the

disposal chamber, or may:with equal ease be com-
pletely separated from-the body member -to per-
mit-emptying of the disposal chamber-and wash-

‘ing or-otherwise cleaning the two members.

--Other - objects-and- advantages of-my ash tray

will:be understood from- thefollowing- detailed
.description--and-the -accompanying--drawing, in

which:

~Pigure 1-is-a perspective view of- an ash tray
acecording to: this-invention;

- Figure 2-is--central: vertical- section through

the removable: cover:-meinber--taken-on  the line

‘2—2 of: Figure-1;

Figure 3 is-a-central vertical sectlon through
the-body member- also taken-on the line 2--2 of
Pigure 1;

-Figure-4is-a- side- elevation- of -the cover mem-~
ber;- and

-Figure 5 is-a- central’ vertdcal section through

‘the.body member taken-on -the line 5—5 of Fig-

ure 1.

Rnferrmg -more:particularly - to the “drawing,
the body member 104 4s- 1llustrated as being square
in top- plan and of nhollow box-like construction.
The upper- edges - of the wa.lls of the- box ‘are
rounded as shown-at || for the dual purpose of
improving the appearance of -the-ash tray-and
preventing the -user- from balancmg a - lighted
cigarette on- one of these edges. ’I‘he opposed side
walls 12 of the body member 10 are provided
on their inner faces-iribermediate their height
with sloping shoulders i3 extendmg along their
lengths and serving as- the bottoms-of the choke
channels The shoulders 13 slope inward- and
downward toward:a central- sump or-basin 14
which serves-as-the disposal chamber. The op-
posed-end ‘walls 15-are-provided-on their-inner
faces® with- honzontal ledgzes-or  shoulders 16 ex-
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tendmg across between the sloping shoulders (3
and at approximately the level of the inner edges
of the shoulders {2. The shoulders {6 and the
inner edges of the shoulders 13 together form
a sealing seat surrounding the disposal chamber
14 for receiving the cover member to be present-
ly described.. The walls {5 are also provided

with portions 17 formed with vertical edges 18 °

for guiding the cover member in its vertical
sliding movement, and with central notches 9

for receiving projecting portions of the cover

member.

The cover member 2§ is preferably hollowed
out at its under side, as best shown at 21 in
Figure 2, for lightness and economy of material,
‘forming depending side walls 22 and end walls
23. The dimensions of the .cover member 20
are such that it will have an easy sliding fit be-
tween the guides 18 and that the bottom edges of
its walls 22 and 23 will seat snugly on the shoul-
ders 13 and 16 respectively, the cover member
20 thus serving to seal the disposal chamber 4.
The bottom edges of the. side walls 22 are pref-
erably tapered as shown at 24 in order to form
a more perfect fit against the sloping shoulders
13. - Because of this substantially air-tight joint
between the cover member 20 and the body mem-
ber 10, odors are prevented from escaping from
‘the disposal chamber (4 when the cover is in
place.

The upper surface of the cover member 20 is
provided with a safety rest 25 in the form of a
central rib which is somewhat longer than the
cover member and projects at either end into and
through a notch #8. The projecting ends 26 of
the rib 25 are preferably tapered at their tops as
illustrated for the purpose of preventing the seat-

ing of a cigarette thereon and also for the sake

of appearance. By grasping the projecting ends
26 between g thumb and finger, the cover mem-
ber 28 may be conveniently raised either partially
or wholly out of the body member 18. The upper
surface of the rib 25 is provided with one or more
- preferably rounded notches 27 of such size as to
accommodate a cigarette. The top surface of the
member 28 slopes outward and downward away
from the central rib 25 as shown at 28. When the
cover member -is in service position as shown in
PFigure 1, its depending side walls 22 cooperate
with the shoulders 13 and the side walls 12 of
the body member 10 to form two choke channels
30 of a size such as to accommodate a cigarette
lying lengthwise in a choke channel.

When the device is in the assembled position
shown in Figure 1, it will be obvious that a ciga-
rette may be temporarily supported in a notch
2T during an intermission in smoking. Should
-a lighted cigarette be neglected there, it will
usually, due to the length and depth of the notches
21, go out when the burning. end reaches the
notch. Any ‘ash dropping off will usually roll
down a sloplng top surface 28 and fall into a choke
channel 80. Should the lighted butt become over-
balanced during burning, it will fall out of the
notch-27 and roll down an inclined surface 28
‘into'a choke channel 30, where it will be smoth-
ered due to the cooling effect of the walls of
the channel and the lack of draft to support com-
bustion. Should a smoker wish to discard a
lighted cigarette, he need not tamp it or press
it out, but may simply drop it on an inclined sur-
face 28, whence it will roll into a choke channel
30, or may place it directly in a choke channel,
whereupon it will be promptly extinguished as
described. By lifting the cover member slightly
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by means of the projecting ends 26, the accumu-
lated debris will roll down the sloping shoulders
13 forming the bottoms of the choke channels
into the disposal chamber (4.

When it is desired to clean the ash tray, the
cover member may be lifted out entirely, the
contents of the disposal chamber emptied into
a suitable receptacle, and the two. members
washed or wiped to clean them thoroughly.

1t will be observed from the foregoing descrip-
tion that the choke channels 38 also serve as
temporary collection chambers for butts and
ashes pending their discharge into the disposal
chamber (4. It will also be observed that the
choke channels 30 are so arranged as to receive
either cigarettes intentionally dropped therein or
those which may be abandoned and roll therein.
due to continued combustion in the safety rest
25. The ash tray being so designed that lighted
cigarettes can be supported for re-use nowhere
except in the notches 27, these notches are:sure
to be used by even the most careless smoker. No
messy squashing or pressing with the fingers is
necessary to extinguish a cigarette, and the al-
most immediate extinguishing of a cigarette in a
choke channel eliminates a common source of
objectionable odor.

As most people object to the unsightly appear-
ance of butts and ashes, I prefer to make my ash
tray of -opaque glass or-plastic material, which
renders the contents of the disposal chamber in-
visible, but transparent material could be used
if desired. The two members may be made if
desired, of contrasting colors.

_The ash tray illustrated is substantlally square
in top plan, but it will be understood that it may
be made rectangular or, indeed, of any other de-
sired form, the essential consideration being that
the ash tray have at least one substantially
straight side of appropriate length to form a
choke channel.

- Other modifications of my ash tray w111 reaohlv

-suggest themselves. The drawing correctly shows
‘a hand made ash tray that I have constructed,

but in adapting the design for commercial manu-
facture by molding or pressing, it will be under-
stood that the straight walls would be given draft
and the sharp corhers illustrated -would be
rounded, as is ‘common practice in forming ar-
ticles by molding or pressing. The projecting
ends 26.of the central rib are convenient for re-
moving the cover member, but said ends 26 and
the notches 19 are not essential since the cover
member. obviously can be raised simply by grip-
ping ‘and pulling upward the rib 25. The guides

18 ayre helpful in guiding and centering the cover

member 20, but are not essential. The shoulders
16 assist in getting tight sealing of the disposal
chamber, but are not essential, partmularly if
one is satisfied with gz somewhat less a1r-t1ght
construction.

Having thus described my 1nvent10n in the best :
form now known to me, what I.claim is:

1. An ash tray having surrounding walls in-
cluding at least one substantially straight side
wall, said walls being so shaped as to discourage
balancing a cigarette thereon, a substantially
straight elongated choke channel of greater depth
and width than the diameter of ‘a cigarette lo-
cated adjacent said side wall, a liftable inner
member having a top surface sloping downward
toward said choke channel, a cigarette rest lo-
cated on said inner member above said sloping
top: surface, whereby a-cigarette toppling out of
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said rest: or-deposited on-said sloping:top:surface
-may roll down:into -said..choke.channel,-and-a
~sump - located - beneath-said - inner member --con-
-stituting -a-disposal chamber for butts-and-ashes,
said inner-member constituting -a-cover for-said
‘sump- permitting -access-thereto.

'2.An ash tray having surrounding walls in-
cluding two -opposed :substantially -straight side
walls, said walls being so shaped as to discourage
Jhalancing a.cigarette thereon,’ two substantially
straight elongated choke -channels of -greater
depth and width than the diameter of a cigarette
located adjacent said side walls, a separable in-
ner member having a top surface sloping ‘down-

ward at either side toward said choke channels, °

a cigarette rest located on said inner member
above and between the oppositely sloping por-
tions of said top surface, whereby a cigarette top-
pling out of said rest or deposited on said sloping

top surface may roll down into one of said choke *

channels, and a-sump located beneath said innher
member: below the level of said choke channels
and constituting a disposal -chamber for butis
and ashes,  said inner member being so con-

structed and arranged: that when in service posi- -

tion it serves as a cover for said disposal cham-
ber and blocks communication between said choke
channels and said sump and that when in sepa-
rated position it permits discharge of butts and
ashes from said choke channels into said sump.

3. An ash tray comprising a body member hav-
ing surrounding walls including at least one suh-
stantially straight side wall, a downward and in-
ward sloping shoulder of greater width than the
diameter of a cigarette extending along the in-
side of said side wall intermediate the height
of said wall, a sump within said body member
constituting a disposal chamber for butts and
ashes and Iocated adjacent the inner edge of said
sloping shoulder, a cover member for said disposal
chamber supported on said body member for lift-
ing movement relative thereto to provide access
to said disposal chamber, said cover member hav-
ing a side wall extending substantially parallel to
said straight side wall of said body member and
adjacent the inner edge of said sloping shoulder,
the said side walls of said body member and cover
member and the said sloping shoulder constitut-
ing an elongated choke channel adapted to dis-
charge its contents into said disposal chamber
upon lifting said cover member, said cover mem-
ber having a top surface sloping downward to-
ward said choke channel, and a cigarette rest
located on said cover member above said sloping
top surface, whereby a cigarette toppling out of
said rest or deposited on said sloping top surface
may roll down into said choke channel,

4. An ash tray comprising a body member hav-
ing surrounding walls including two opposed sub-
stantially straight side walls, downward and in-
ward sloping shoulders of greater width than the
diameter of a cigarette extending along the inside
of said side walls intermediate the height of said
walls, a sump within said body member consti-
tuting a disposal chamber for butts and ashes
and located between the inner edges of said slop-
ing shoulders, a cover member for said disposal
chamber supported on said body member for lift-
- ing movement relative thereto to provide access
to said disposal chamber, said cover member hav-
ing two side walls extending substantially paral-
lel to said straight side walls of said body mem-

ber and adjacent the inner edges of said slop-

ing shoulders, the said side walls of said body
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member: and. cover:member :and:the:said; sloping
-shoulders .-constituting spaced .elongated choke
channels-adapted to-discharge thelr contentsinto
said disposal :chamber .upon. lifting :said -cover
member,.said cover member:having a top surface
-sloping-downward:at-either:side toward.said choke
channels, -and -a  cigarette :rest located on :.said
cover .member -above :said ~sloping :top .surface,
swhereby.a cigarette toppling out: of :said rest -or
deposited -on >said :sloping - top .surface may -roll
‘down into one of said choke channels,

:5,./An -ash-tray comprising-a body member hav-
ing surreunding walls including two opposed.sub-
stantially -straight side walls, downward -and: in-
-ward:sloping-shoulders of greater width: than the
diameter of a-cigarette-extending along the in-
side of :said .side . walls intermediate! the -height of
saidewalls ra-sump within:said: hody member: con-
stituting: a-‘dispesal-chamber-for butts-and-ashes
and located between the inner edges-of-said:slop-
ing :shoulders, a- cover -member ‘for. said disposal
-chamber fitting: within:said body member:and-re-
movable by vertical lifting movement-to.provide
:access: to-said. disposal chamber, said cover mem-
ber having: two- side. walls extending -substantially
‘parallel:to-said-straight:side: walls of -said-body
memberand-adjacent.the inner-edges of said-slop-
ing shoulders, the said side walls of said body
member and cover member and the said sloping
shoulders constituting spaced elongated choke
channels adapted to discharge their contents into
said disposal chamber upon lifting said cover
member, said cover member having a top sur-
face sloping downward at either side toward said
choke channels, and a cigarette rest located on
said cover member above and between the oppo-
sitely sloping portions of said top surface, where-

by a cigarette toppling out of said rest or deposit-

ed on said sloping top surface may roll down into
one of said choke channels.

6. An ash tray comprising a body member hav-
ing surrounding walls including two opposed sub-
stantially straight side walls, downward and in-
ward sloping shoulders of greater width than the
diameter of a cigarette extending along the in-
side of said side walls intermediate the height
of said walls, a sump within said body member
constituting a disposal chamber for butts and
ashes and located between the inner edges of
said sloping shoulders, ledges at either end of said
disposal chamber extending across between said
sloping shoulders, a cover member for said dis-
posal chamber fitting within said body member
and having side and end walls seating upon the
inner edges of said shoulders and said ledges re-
spectively to tightly seal said disposal chamber
and removable by vertical lifting movement to
provide access to said disposal chamber, the said
side walls of said body member and cover member
and the said sloping shoulders constituting spaced
elongated choke channels adapted to discharge
their contents into said disposal chamber upon
lifting said cover member, said cover member hav-
ing a top surface sloping downward at either side
toward said choke channels, and a cigarette rest
located on said cover member above and between
the oppositely sloping portions of said top sur-
face, whereby a cigarette toppling out of said rest
or deposited on said sloping top surface may roll
down into one of said choke channels.

7. A multiple sump ash tray comprising, in
combination, a body and a liftable cover which
are arranged to provide, when the cover is closed,
a sump which has at least two opposed straight
sides and is substantially sealed by the cover, and
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also to provide, when the cover is closed, two open
and elongate higher sumps which extend longi-
tudinally of and partly overhang said opposed
straight sides of the first-mentioned sump, each
of which said two higher open sumps increases in
depth transversely thereof and of said straight
sides of the first~mentioned sump substantially
to the upper edge of the adjacent one of said
straight sides of the first-mentioned sump, said
cover forming one longitudinal wall of each of
said higher sumps and having two opposite and
substantially straight side edges which meet the
opposed. - longitudinal wall of each said higher
sump along the deepest part of the bottom of each
said higher sump when the cover is closed, where-
by upon lifting the cover relatively to the body,
ashes and butts in a higher one of said sumps
will slide into the normally sealed lower sump and
will be sealed in the lower sump when the cover
is again lowered. ,
"~ 8. An ash-tray comprising a body having with~
~ in its outer confines two opposed and substantial-
ly straight upwardly facing surfaces of substan-
tially equal width sloping downward and inward
toward each other, a transversely grooved rest
for cigarettes or the like located hetween the
higher edges of said sloping surfaces and extend-
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ing longitudinally of said edges; and a liftably
removable cover wall member for said body fixed
to and pendent from said rest, said cover wall
member sloping at its exposed exterior, when
closed, in opposite directions downward and out-
ward from said rest within the outer confines of
the body to said sloping surfaces of the body be-
low the higher edges of said sloping body sur-
faces and normally forming with said body a
closed sump and two open and substantially par-
allel higher sumps each partly overhanging said
closed sump, said body being shaped at its upper

‘end to receive said cover wall member therewith-

in with said body extending upwardly at least
substantially as high as the highest parts of said
sloping surfaces of the body and said cover wall.

9. An ash tray as claimed in claim 8, wherein
the body is of generally rectangular box-like
form, opposite ends of the rest project beyond the
cover wall member, and the body is notched to
receive the projecting ends of the rest. .

10. An ash tray as claimed in claim 7, wherein
the body has its upper end so shaped as to sub-
stantially preclude balancing or resting a ciga-
rette or the like on the upper edge of the body.

ARTHUR GORDON WHELER.



