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: This invention relates to ash trays of the type 

provided with a support upon, which a lighted 
cigarette may be temporarily placed. While par 
ticularly designed for. cigarettes, the ash tray 
of the present invention may be made of a size 
to accommodate cigars-or-both cigars and ciga 
rettes simultaneously, and references hereinafter 
to cigarettes: should be interpreted to include 
cigars. 
The general objects of the present-invention are 

to provide-an-ashtray which’is safe and conven 
sient for the-smoker-to-use easy-to-wash or other 
-wise, clean, simples and durable in construction 
and economical to -manufacture. Among the 
more... specific objects - of...my. invention are to 
provide an ashtray, having a safety rest for 
lighted butts, a choke-channel for automatically 
extinguishing discarded-or-neglected lighted butts, 
and a substantially-air-tight disposal chamber for 
temporarily storing ashes, and butts. 
Numerous schemes have been proposed for-ac 

complishing one-and-sometimes two of the spe 
cific objects--enumerated above, but, so far as-I 
am. aware, no-one has hitherto successfully-com 
bined all three features, in a simple and sturdy 
device free from mechanical gadgets which are 
difficult to keep clean-and in working order. 
For - the safety rest feature, my improved rash 
tray relies upon the well-known expedient of 
providing a support. So arranged that, should a 
lighted cigarette placed upon it be neglected, any 
over-balancing of the lighted bitt occurring tipon 
continued burning" will result in depositing the 
butt in the body of the ashtray, rather than 
upon the surface of the supporting table or the 
like. Ash trays have also been provided with 
choke channels in which a lighted cigarette which 
it is desired to discard may be placed and will 
automatically be choked or extinguished without 
need for'tamping or pressing the lighted end. 
I have combined these two features in a novel 
way so that a burning cigarette topping from a 
safety rest will be automatically delivered into a 
choke channel, the same choke channel being 
conveniently available to a "smoker, who wishes 
to discard a burning butt. Ashtrays have also 
been made in which a cover or partition may be 
lifted, tilted or slid away to deposit the the ac 
cumulated debris in a sealed or semi-sealed dis 
posal chamber. In some ash trays, a safety rest 
and a disposal chamber have been combined. In 
my improved ashtray, I have combined all three 
of these features in a-novel manner so that the 
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could be made of metal. 

Safety rest; or by direct discarding and may dis 
charge its contents into the disposal chamber. 
My improved ash-tray, in its preferred form, 

'consists of only two members each of which 
- may be readily formed by molding or pressing 
and may be made of any suitable non-combus 
-tible material Such as glass; earthenWare, porce 
lain or plastics, although, if desired, my ash tray 

The Outer member Con 
stitutes the body of the ash tray and of the 
disposal chamber, and the inner member consti 
tutes a cover for the disposal chamber and in 
corporates the safety, rest, the two members to 
gether cooperating to form the choke channel. 
The cover member has a loose sliding fit in the 
body member and may reasily be lifted a short 
distance to deposit the accumulated debris in the 
disposal chamber, or may with equal ease becom 
pletely separated from the body member to per 
mit emptying of the disposal chamber and Wash 
-ing' or otherwise cleaning the tWO members. 

Other."objects and advantages of my ash tray 
will be understood from the following detailed 
description and the accompanyings drawing, in 
which: 

Figure is is a perspective view of an ash tray 
according to this invention; 

: Figure 2 is a central vertical section through 
the removable cover member-taken' on the line 
2-2 of Figures 1; 

Eigure 3 is a central vertical section through 
the body members also taken on the line 2-2 of 
Figure 1. - 

- Figure 4 is a side elevation of the cover mem 
ber; and . 

Figure 5 is a central vertical section through 
the body member taken on the line 5-5 of Fig 
lure . 

Referring more: particularly to the drawing, 
the body member Ois illustrated as being square 
in top plan and of hollow box-like construction. 
The upper edges of the walls of the box are 
rounded as shown at for the dual purpose of 
improving the appearance of the ash tray and 
preventing the user from balancing a lighted 
cigarette on one of these edges. The opposed side 
walls 2 of the body member 0 are provided 
on their inner faces intermediate their height 
with sloping shoulders. 3...extending-along their 
lengths and serving as the bottoms of the choke 
channels. The shoulders 3 slope inward and 
downward toward: a central sump or basin i4 
which serves as the disposal chamber. The op 
posed-end walls 5-are provided on their inner 

thokechannel receives.ashes and butts from the 55 faces with horizontal ledges or shoulderst 6 ex 
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tending across between the sloping shoulders 3 
and at approximately the level of the inner edges 
of the shoulders. 3. The shoulders 6 and the 
inner edges of the shoulders 3 together form 
a sealing seat surrounding the disposal chamber 
4 for receiving the cover member to be present 

ly described. The walls 5 are also provided 
with portions formed with vertical edges 8 
for guiding the cover member in its vertical 
sliding movement, and with central notches 9 
for receiving projecting portions of the cover 
member. 
The cover member 20 is preferably hollowed 

out at its under side, as best shown at 21 in 
Figure 2, for lightness and economy of material, 
forming depending side walls 22 and end walls 
23. The dimensions of the cover member 20 
are such that it will have an easy sliding fit be 
tween the guides 8 and that the bottom edges of 
its walls 22 and 23 will seat Snugly on the shoul 
ders 3 and 6 respectively, the cover member 
20 thus serving to seal the disposal chamber 4. 
The bottom edges of the side walls 22 are pref 
erably tapered as shown at 24 in order to form 
a more perfect fit against the sloping Shoulders 
3. Because of this. SubStantially air-tight joint 
between the cover member 20 and the body mem 
ber 0, odors are prevented from escaping from 
the disposal chamber 4 when the cover is in 
place. -- 
The upper Surface of the cover member 20 is 

provided with a safety rest. 25 in the form of a 
central rib which is somewhat longer than the 
cover member and projects at either end into and 
through a notch 9. The projecting ends 26 of 
the rib 25 are preferably tapered at their tops as 
illustrated for the purpose of preventing the seat 
ing of a cigarette thereon and also for the sake. 
of appearance. By grasping the projecting ends 
26 between a thumb and finger, the cover mem 
ber 29 may be conveniently raised either partially 
or wholly out of the body member O. The upper 
Surface of the rib 25 is provided with one or more 
preferably rounded notches 2 of such size as to 
accommodate a cigarette. The top surface of the 
member 20 slopes outward and downward away 
from the central rib 25 as shown at 28. When the 
COWer member is in service position as shown in 
Figure 1, its depending side walls 22 cooperate 
With the shoulders 3 and the side walls 2 of 
the body member 0 to form two choke channels 
30 of a Size such as to accommodate a cigarette 
lying lengthwise in a choke channel. 
When the device is in the assembled position 

shown in Figure 1, it will be obvious that a ciga 
rette may be temporarily supported in a notch 
27 during an intermission in smoking. Should 
a lighted cigarette be neglected there, it will 
usually, due to the length and depth of the notches 
27, go out when the burning end reaches the 
notch. Any ash dropping off will usually roll 
down a sloping top surface 28 and fall into a choke 
channel 30. Should the lighted butt become over 
balanced during burning, it will fall out of the 
notch 27 and roll down an inclined surface 28 
into a choke channel 30, where it will be smoth 
ered due to the cooling effect of the walls of 
the channel and the lack of draft to support com 
bustion. Should a smoker wish to discard a 
lighted cigarette, he need not tamp it or press 
it out, but may simply drop it on an inclined sur 
face 28, whence it will roll into a choke channel 
30, or may place it directly in a choke channel, 
Whereupon it will be promptly extinguished as 
described. By lifting the cover member slightly 
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2,897,894 
by means of the projecting ends 26, the accumu 
lated debris will roll down the sloping shoulders 
3 forming the bottoms of the choke channels 

into the disposal chamber f4. 
When it is desired to clean the ashtray, the 

cover member may be lifted out entirely, the 
contents of the disposal chamber emptied into 
a suitable receptacle, and the two members 
Washed or Wiped to clean then thoroughly. 

It will be observed from the foregoing descrip 
tion that the choke channels 3 also serve as 
temporary collection chambers for butts and 
ashes pending their discharge into the disposal 
chamber 4. It will also be observed that the 
choke channels 30 are SO arranged as to receive 
either cigarettes intentionally dropped therein or 
those which may be abandoned and roll therein. 
due to continued combustion in the safety rest 
25. The ash tray being so designed that lighted 
cigarettes can be Supported for re-use nowhere 
except in the notches 27, these notches are sure 
to be used by even the most careless Smoker. No 
meSSy Squashing or pressing With the fingers is 
necessary to extinguish a cigarette, and the al 
most immediate extinguishing of a cigarette in a 
choke channel eliminates a common source of 
objectionable odor. 
AS most people object to the unsightly appear 

ance of butts and ashes, I prefer to make my ash 
tray of opaque glass or plastic material, which 
renders the contents of the disposal chamber in 
Visible, but transparent material could be used 
if desired. The two members may be made, if 
desired, of contrasting colors. 
The ash tray illustrated is substantially square 

in top plan, but it will be understood that it may 
be made rectangular or, indeed, of any other de 
sired form, the essential consideration being that 
the ash tray have at least one substantially 
straight side of appropriate length to form a 
choke channel. ; : . . 
- Other modifications of my ash tray will readily 

i suggest themselves. The drawing correctly shows 
a hand made ash tray that I have constructed, 
but in adapting the design for commercial manu 
facture by molding or pressing, it will be under 
stood that the straight walls would be given draft 
and the sharp corners illustrated would be 
rounded, as is common practice in forming ar. 
ticles by molding or pressing. The projecting 
ends 26 of the central rib are convenient for re 
moving the cover member, but said ends 26 and 
the notches 9 are not essential since the cover 
member obviously can be raised simply by grip 
ping and pulling upward the rib 25. The guides 
8 are helpful in guiding and centering the cover 
member 20, but are not essential. The shoulders 
6 assist in getting tight sealing of the disposal 
chamber, but are not essential, particularly if 
One is satisfied with a somewhat less air-tight 
construction, . . . .. 

Having thus described my invention in the best : 
form now known to me, what I. claim is: 

1. An ash tray having surrounding walls in 
cluding at least one substantially straight side 
Wall, said Walls being so shaped as to discourage 
balancing a cigarette thereon, a substantially 
Straight elongated choke channel of greater depth 
and width than the diameter of a cigarette lo 
cated adjacent said side wall, a liftable inner 
member having a top surface sloping downward 
toward said choke channel, a cigarette rest lo 
cated on said inner member above said sloping 
top surface, whereby a cigarette topping out of 
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said rest or deposited on said sloping tops surface 
may roll down: into said. 'choke channel, and ca, 
stamp located beneath said inner member Con 
stituting-a-disposal chamber for butts-and-ashes, 
said inner member constituting a cover for said 
sump" permitting access thereto. 

2. An ash tray having surrounding walls in 
cluding two opposed substantially straight side 
walls, said walls being so shaped as to discourage 
balancing a cigarette thereon, two substantially 
straight elongated choke channels of greater 
depth and width than the diameter of a cigarette 
located adjacent said side walls, a separable in 
ner member having a top surface sloping down 
ward at either side toward said choke channels, 
a cigarette rest located on said inner member 
above and between the oppositely sloping por 
tions of said top surface, whereby a cigarette top 
ping out of said rest or deposited on said sloping 
top surface may roll down into one of said choke 
channels, and a sump located beneath said inner 
members below the level of said choke channels 
and constituting a disposal chamber for butts 
and ashes, said inner member being SO con 
structed and arranged...that when in Service posi 
tion it serves as a cover for said disposal cham 
ber and blocks communication between Said choke 
channels and said sump and that when in Sepa 
rated position it permits discharge of butts and 
ashes from said choke channels into Said Sump. 

3. An ash tray comprising a body member hav 
ing surrounding walls including at least one sub 
stantially straight side wall, a downward and in 
ward sloping shoulder of greater width than the 
diameter of a cigarette extending along the in 
side of said side wall intermediate the height 
of said wall, a sump within said body member 
constituting a disposal chamber for buttS and 
ashes and located adjacent the inner edge of Said 
sloping shoulder, a cover member for said disposal 
chamber supported on said body member for lift 
ing movement relative thereto to provide access 
to said disposal chamber, said cover member hav 
ing a side wall extending substantially parallel to 
said straight side wall of said body member and 
adjacent the inner edge of said sloping shoulder, 
the said Side walls of Said body member and cover 
member and the said sloping shoulder constitut 
ing an elongated choke channel adapted to dis 
charge its contents into said disposal charnber 
upon lifting said cover member, said cover mem 
ber having a top surface sloping downWard to 
ward Said choke channel, and a cigarette rest 
located on said COVer member above said sloping 
top surface, whereby a cigarette toppling out of 
said rest or deposited on Said Sloping top Surface 
may roll down into said choke channel. 

4. An ash tray comprising a body member hav 
ing Surrounding Walls including two opposed sub 
stantially straight side walls, downward and in 
ward sloping shoulders of greater width than the 
diameter of a cigarette extending along the inside 
of Said side walls intermediate the height of said 
walls, a sump within said body member consti 
tuting a disposal chamber for butts and ashes 
and located between the inner edges of said slop 
ing shoulders, a cover member for said disposal 
chamber Supported on Said body member for lift 
ing movement relative thereto to provide access 
to said disposal chamber, said cover member hav 
ing tWo side Walls extending Substantially paral 
lel to said straight side walls of Said body mem 
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ber and adjacent the inner edges of said slop 
ing shoulders, the said side Walls of said body 
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member, and cover member and the said sloping 
shoulders constituting spaced elongated choke 
channels: adapted to discharge their contentSinto 
said disposal chamber upon lifting said cover 
member, said cover member...having a top surface 
sloping downward: at either side toward said choke 
channels, and a cigarette rest located on said 
cover member above said sloping top . Surface, 
..whereby, a cigarette toppling out of Said rest or 
deposited on said sloping top surface may roll 
down into one of said choke channels. 
:5. An ashtray comprising a body member...hav 

ing surrounding walls including two opposed sub 
stantially straight side walls, down Ward and in 
ward sloping shoulders of greater width than the 
diameter of a cigarette:extending along the in 
side of said side walls intermediate the height. Of 
said-walls, a sump withins said: body member: con 
stituting a disposal chamberi for buttstandashes 
and located between the inner edges of said: Slop 
ing shoulders, a cover member for said disposal 
chamber fitting within said body member, and re 
movable by vertical lifting movement to provide 
access to said disposal chamber, said cover men 
ber having two side walls extending substantially 
parallel to said straights side walls of said: body 
member and adjacent the inner-edges of said slop 
ing shoulders, the said side walls of said body 
member and cover member and the said sloping 
shoulders constituting spaced elongated choke 
channels adapted to discharge their contents into 
said disposal chamber upon lifting said cover 
member, said cover member having a top Sur 
face sloping downward at either side toward said 
choke channels, and a cigarette rest located on 
said cover member above and between the Oppo 
sitely sloping portions of said top surface, where 
by a cigarette toppling out of said rest or deposit 
ed on said sloping top surface may roll down into 
One of Said choke Channels. 

6. An ash tray comprising a body member hav 
ing Surrounding Walls including two opposed sub 
stantially straight side walls, downward and in 
Ward sloping shoulders of greater width than the 
diameter of a cigarette extending along the in 
Side of Said Side Walls intermediate the height 
of Said Walls, a Sump within Said body member 
constituting a disposal chamber for butts and 
ashes and located between the inner edges of 
said sloping shoulders, ledges at either end of said 
disposal chamber extending across between said 
Sloping Shoulders, a COVer member for said dis 
posal chamber fitting within said body member 
and having Side and end Walls seating upon the 
inner edges of said shoulders and said ledges re 
Spectively to tightly Seal Said disposal chamber 
and removable by vertical lifting movement to 
provide access to Said disposal chamber, the said 
Side Walls of Said body member and cover member 
and the Said sloping shoulders constituting spaced 
elongated choke channels adapted to discharge 
their contents into said disposal chamber upon 
lifting Said cover member, said cover member hav 
ing a top Surface sloping downward at either side 
toward Said choke channels, and a cigarette rest 
located on Said cover member above and between 
the Oppositely sloping portions of said top sur 
face, whereby a cigarette toppling out of said rest 
or deposited on said sloping top surface may roll 
down into One of said choke channels, 

7. A multiple Sump ash tray comprising, in 
combination, a body and a liftable cover which 
are arranged to provide, when the cover is closed, 
a Sunp Which has at least two opposed straight 
sides and is Substantially sealed by the cover, and 
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also to provide, when the cover is closed, two open 
and elongate higher sumps which extend longi 
tudinally of and partly overhang said opposed 
straight sides of the first-mentioned Sump, each 
of which said two higher Open Sumps increases in 
depth transversely thereof and of said straight 
sides of the first-mentioned sump substantially 
to the upper edge of the adjacent one of Said 
straight sides of the first-mentioned Sump, said 
cover forming one longitudinal Wall of each of 
said higher sumps and having tWo opposite and 
substantially straight side edges which meet the 
opposed longitudinal wall of each said higher 
sump along the deepest part of the bottom of each 
said higher sump when the cover is closed, where 
by upon lifting the cover relatively to the body, 
ashes and butts in a higher. One of said sumpS 
will slide into the normally sealed lower sump and 
will be sealed in the lower Sump when the cover 
is again lowered. 

8. An ash tray comprising a body having with 
in its outer confines two opposed and substantial 
ly straight upwardly facing surfaces of substan 
tially equal Width sloping downward and inward 
toward each other, a transversely grooved rest 2 
for cigarettes Or the like located between the 
higher edges of said sloping. Surfaces and extend 
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ing longitudinally of said edges, and a liftably 
removable cover wall member for said body fixed 
to and pendent from said rest, said cover Wall 
member sloping at its exposed exterior, When 
closed, in opposite directions downward and out 
ward from Said rest Within the Outer confines of 
the body to said sloping surfaces of the body be 
low the higher edges of said sloping body sur 
faces and normally forming with said body a 
closed sump and two open and Substantially par 
allel higher Sumps each partly overhanging said 
closed Sump, Said body being shaped at its upper 
end to receive Said COver Wall member thereWith 
in with said body extending upwardly at least 
substantially as high as the highest parts of said 
sloping surfaces of the body and said cover wall. 

9. An ash tray as claimed in claim 8, wherein 
the body is of generally rectangular box-like 
form, opposite ends of the rest project beyond the 
cover wall member, and the body is notched to 
receive the projecting ends of the rest. m 

10. An ash tray as claimed in claim 7, wherein 
the body has its upper end so shaped as to sub 
stantially preclude balancing or resting a ciga 
rette or the like on the upper edge of the body. 

ARTHUR GORDON, WHELER. 


