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57 ABSTRACT 
The analog output signals of a photoelectric image 
converter or transducer are passed through an analog 
to-digital converter and then corrected to take various 
irregularities of the optical sensor elements of the trans 
ducer into account. A reference signal and a dark signal 
are subtracted from the individual image point signals. 
The difference is then multiplied by a factor represent 
ing the slope of the characteristic response curve of the 
respective optical sensor element. The so corrected 
signal may be used for further processing or it may be 
subjected to a further correction operation. 

9 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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CIRCUT ARRANGEMENT FOR CORRECTING 
DIGITAL SIGNALS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to a circuit arrangement for 
correcting the signals of a photoelectric image con 
verter, which signals have been converted into digital 
form. Said image converter comprises a plurality of 
converter elements arranged in a row or area, especially 
for an image converter for performing precise bright 
neSS measurements. 

Image converters of the mentioned type are, for ex 
ample, required for taking pictures from satellites or 
aerial pictures, for taking thermograms, X-ray films and 
the like. The accuracy of the subsequent evaluation 
depends in this type of devices to a large degree on the 
characteristics of the individual converter elements of 
the image converter which are sequentially scanned. 
According to the present state of the art it is possible to 
manufacture at reasonable expense only photoelectric 
converters arranged in lineal or planar manner and 
having tolerances of 5-10%. Stated differently, the 
individual converter elements differ from each other 
with rega1d to their dark signals and such saturation 
signals as well as with regard to the steepness of their 
characteristic curve and also with regard to variations 
of their converter characteristics which depend on time 
and temperature. Further sources of error in a precise 
radiation measurement of the object occur due to the 
light decrease or drop-off in the recording optical 
means and, where the object is artificially illuminated, 
the irregularity in the illumination also constitutes a 
source of error. These error sources have quite similar 
effects as the differing characteristic curves of the indi 
vidual elements of the image converter. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

Thus, it is an object to make a correction of the digital 
image converter signal by means of correction factors in 
order to produce a photoelectric image converter sys 
tem having a high radiometric resolution capability and 
which is intended for making precise brightness mea 
surements. The correction factors are to eliminate er 
rors in the sensors as well as errors in the transition path 
and in the reference illumination. Further, such a cor 
rection system is to work in the real time operation of 
the signal path so that a corrected signal is immediately 
available. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A calibration measurement is necessary for the deter 
mination of the correction factors. The calibration mea 
surement may be repeated at random intervals. The 
foregoing objective is achieved for a photoelectric 
image converter as described above with the aid of a 
circuit arrangement in which computers and memories 
are connected to the digital signal output of the analog 
to-digital converter, said computers and memories 
being controlled by electronic switching means associ 
ated with electronic control means of the image con 
verter and by means of which a corrected output signal 
is formed for each signal of a converter element. The 
clock pulses and the line pulses for driving the elec 
tronic switching means may be derived from a known 
electronic control of the image converter. The elec 
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2 
tronic switching control means may further be provided 
with a key for starting a calibration measurement. 
Very high requirements regarding the precision of 

the obtained image converter signals may be satisfied 
according to a further embodiment of the invention in 
that the computers and memories form corrected output 
signals in accordance with the equation 

UKiss (U- UB-D)-Ki 

wherein Ui is an image point signal formed in a known 
manner. The image point signal is diminished by a refer 
ence signal (UB) which is constant for at least one scan 
ning period during the scanning of all converter ele 
ments and which is further diminished by a dark signal 
(D) corresponding to the respective, scanned converter 
element and which is multiplied with a factor Ki pro 
portional to the slope of the characteristic curve of a 
respective converter element. 
The circuit arrangement may be realized with rela 

tively low costs for the electronic means if the elec 
tronic means comprise, according to a further embodi 
ment of the invention, an electronically controlled 
switch by means of which a signal is supplied into a 
memory at the beginning of each scanning. This signal 
is constant for the respective scanning period and deter 
mines the reference level, said signal being also supplied 
to a digital substraction member during a scanning per 
iod of the converter, and wherein further the signal 
sequence of the scanned converter elements is supplied 
from the signal conductor of the converter to said mem 
ory. 
The differences in the "dark signals' of the individual 

converter elements are corrected by using the above 
described circuit arrangement, which, according to a 
further embodiment of the invention is provided with a 
further digital subtraction member having one input to 
which there are supplied the dark signals which are 
provided for each converter element by a further digital 
memory by way of a calibration measurement, said dark 
signals being deducted from the measured signals which 
are supplied to the other input of said subtraction mem 
ber, and which measured signals have been corrected 
by the reference signal to produce a partially corrected 
measured signal. 
According to an analog, further embodiment of the 

circuit arrangement, the different brightness signals of 
the individual converter elements are obtained through 
a calibration measurement. These signals are supplied 
into a memory which ascertains with the aid of a com 
puter, the slope of the characteristic curve of the con 
verter elements, said computer having supplied thereto 
a constant value 'C' and the brightness signals re 
trieved from the memory. The storing of the brightness 
signals is only necessary until the quotient formed from 
the constant value and a brightness signal is available. 
Thus, in a suitable further embodiment of the invention, 
the storage positions, in the memory which are occu 
pied by the brightness signals are sequentially erased 
and signals representing the correction factors are 
stored therein, said correction factor signals being pro 
portional to the slope of the individual converter ele 
ments. Corrected signals of the first order are then 
formed by means of a further computer to which there 
are supplied the partially corrected signals and the sig 
nals representing the slope of the characteristic curves, 
whereby said further computer multiplies the just men 
tioned signals. If necessary, it is possible to satisfy 
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higher requirements by means of a further computer 
which performs a further correction of the second or 
der. In the alternative, where the precision require 
ments are lower, portions of the circuit arrangement 
may be omitted. 

BRIEF FIGURE DESCRIPTION 
Further details of the invention are described hereaf 

ter with reference to the drawings, wherein: 
FIG. 1 shows the block circuit diagram of an embodi 

ment of the circuit arrangement according to the inven 
tion; 
FIG. 2 shows a diagram of the signals of an image 

converter produced in digital form and containing er 
rors; and 
FIG. 3 shows an image converter device deviating 

from that of FIG. 1 and combined with a so-called 
Ulbricht-globe. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 

EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS 

The block circuit diagram of FIG. 1 shows a circuit 
arrangement wherein the image produced by optical 
means 31 is converted into electrical signals by means of 
a photoelectric transducer 2 comprising a plurality of 
transducer elements 3. For this purpose, electronic con 
trol means 25 are associated with the photoelectric 
converter or transducer 2. The electronic control means 
25 may form an integral part of the transducer 2. 
Such transducers are commercially available for 

many types of applications. Such transducers are 
equipped for example, with 1000 to 2000 transducer 
elements 3 arranged in rows. In connection with appli 
cations of the type described in the introduction, the 
image transducer 2 produces analog signals 32 which 
are normally processed through an amplifier 33. For the 
further processing the signals are suitably supplied 
through a sample and hold circuit 34 to an analog-to 
digital converter 35 which transforms the analog signals 
into digital signals. FIG. 2 illustrates the signals at the 
output 4 of the analog-to-digital converter. 

Reference signals UBi appear at the output 4 of the 
digital converter 35 prior to a signal sequence which is 
to be evaluated. These reference signals UBi may com 
prise a constant value or a value which is only constant 
for the scanning period of one line. This reference signal 
may be reduced to zero already when the analog signals 
are produced. This may be done by known electronic 
means, for example, a diode clamping circuit so that Ui 
already represents the measured signal referenced to a 
reference line. Three signals U which are obtained from 
sequentially arranged transducer elements 3 of a line 
exposed to the respectively same illumination, are 
shown in the left diagram. It is noticeable that these 
signals differ from each other due to the characteristics 
of the individual transducer elements. These signals 
differ from each other when the transducer is darkened 
(dark signals UD) and when the transducer is exposed to 
light (bright signals UH). Stated differently, the slope of 
the characteristic curve of the individual transducer 
elements is also different for each element. The signals 
Ui-1 shown in the right portion of the diagram are 
obtained by means of the same arrangement but from 
another line (i+1). Another reference signal UB-1 pre 
cedes the signals U-1 relative to the signal Ui. Thus, a 
direct comparing of both signals sequences would result 
in an erroneous measurement. Where the transmission is 
by means of a capacitive or a.c. coupling, the position of 
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4. 
the reference signal depends on the image signal ampli 
tudes of an entire line. 
The circuit arrangement of FIG. 1 serves for elimi 

nating these deficiencies. In the circuit of FIG. 1 an 
image or an image line is imaged onto a photoelectric 
transducer 2 with the aid of optical means 31. In the 
following specification one must distinguish between 
the real time measuring operation during which the 
image signals are corrected and the calibration opera 
tion which takes place at the beginning of the measur 
ing. The correction values are ascertained during the 
calibration process. The analog signals 32 scanned from 
the individual transducer elements 3, which are ad 
dressed by a known electronic control means 25, are 
supplied through an amplifier 33 and through a sample 
and hold circuit 34 to an analog-to-digital converter 35 
having a digital signal output 4 connected to an elec 
tronically controlled switch 13 having change-over 
contacts B and M. A reference signal UB is supplied to 
the memory 10 at the beginning of each line. The refer 
ence signal UB is representative as a reference for the 
duration of a line or image scanning. For this purpose 
the switch 13 is brought automatically and electroni 
cally into the switch position B at the beginning of each 
line by means of the electronic switching control 5 and 
by means of the electronic control circuit 25 associated 
with the electronic switching control 5. The electronic 
control circuit 25 and the electronic switching control 5 
then make sure that the switch 13 is brought into the 
position M prior to the arrival of the first measured 
signals from the first transducer elements 3. A computer 
6 is connected with one input to the contact M of the 
switch 13 and the computer 6 forms the difference be 
tween the measured signals U and the reference signals 
UB. The signal UB is supplied from the memory 10 
during one measuring period and the image signals Ui 
are sequentially supplied by the transducer elements 3. 
The partially corrected signals Ui-UB are retrieved 
from the computer 6 and supplied to a further electroni 
cally controlled switch 26 having the selector switch 
contacts D and M2. 

Subsequently, in the switch position M2 the partially 
corrected signals Ui-UB are supplied to an input 15 of 
a further computer 7 through the switch 26. The com 
puter 7 then forms further partially corrected signals 
Ui- UB-Di=Ui during a measuring period thereby 
using the dark signals Di supplied by means of the mem 
ory 11 to the further input 14 of the computer 7. The 
signals Ui are supplied to a third electronic switch 27 
constructed as an analog switch and driven as an analog 
switch. When the switch 27 is in the switching position 
M3, the further partially corrected signals Ui are sup 
plied to a further computer 8 from the computer 7. 
Simultaneously the computer 8 receives the respective 
K-values from the memory 12'. The computer 8 pro 
vides at its output the signals UKi-(U-UB-D)-Ki by 
multiplying the signal Uit with the factors Ki whereby 
first degree (linear) corrected signals are obtained. 
The dark signals Di and the correction factors Ki are 

ascertained prior to the beginning of the measuring and 
if necessary, also at certain time intervals during the 
measuring by way of a special calibration measuring. 
The switch 26 is driven analogously to the switch 13 by 
means of the control and switching electronic means 25 
and 5. The switch 26 assures that in the position D the 
dark signals Di of all individual transducer elements 3 of 
the transducer 2, are stored in a memory 11 by wall of 
a calibration measurement. During this measurement a 
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shutter 21 arranged between the optical means 31 and 
the image transducer 2 is closed. The closing of the 
shutter may be accomplished by means of an adjustment 
or drive member 35 and a shutter control 36, whereby 
the latter may be operated by hand as indicated by the 5 
arrow A or by means of a signal derived from the elec 
tronic switching control means 5. 

Subsequent to the dark calibration, the individual 
transducer elements 3 are calibrated with regard to their 
"bright signals'. For this purpose the shutter 21 is con- 10 
trolled to be in its open position in the arrangement of 
FIG. 1, whereby the transducer element 3 is exposed to 
a reference light distribution. In the alternative, shown 
in FIG, 3, wherein the transducer arrangement forms 
part of an Ulbricht-globe 22, the shutter 21 is closed and 
the calibration light source 23 is switched on. A third 
electronic switch 27 is first brought into its position H. 
The switch 27 is constructed and driven in a manner 
analogous to the above example embodiments and has 
selector switch contacts H and M3. At this time the 
switch 26 is in the position M2. Thus, the brightness 
signals UH, which are corrected relative to their refer 
ence signal UB and relative to their dark signal Di are 
applied to the switch 27 from the computer 7. The 
brightness signals UHi are then stored in the memory 12. 
The computer 9 forms the quotients of a constant value 
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3, a correction of the second degree (square) or higher 
degree may, for example, become possible in that addi 
tional computers 18 and 19 are associated with the com 
puters 7 and 8, whereby the computer 18 forms the 
product of (Uli) and a constant correction value K2. 
The computer 19 adds to the just mentioned product, 
the signal Uki which has been corrected in a first de 
gree, linear manner. 
The electronic switching control 5 of FIG. 1 serves 

for addressing or driving the sample and hold circuit 34 
of the analog-to-digital converter 35, the switches 13 
and 26, the memory 11 and the switch 27 as well as the 
memories 12, 12'. It also serves for driving the computer 
11 and the shutter control 36. For this purpose the 
switching control circuit 5 comprises signal outputs S1 
to S9 whereby further signal outputs for additional de 
vices, for example, signal lamps or the like are shown 
unconnected to simplify the illustration. The construc 
tion of the electronic switching control circuit may be 
accomplished in any desirable, suitable manner, for 
example, by means of a micro-processor and it is not 
part of the invention. 
The block symbols illustrated in FIG. 1 relate with 

out exception to generally known modular units which 
may, for example, be realized by the following inte 
grated circuits. 

Circuit Block Signal 
Shutter control 36 

Electronic switching 
control 5 
Computer 9 
Adjustment or drive 

member 35 
Electronic Control 
Circuit 25 

Photosensor 2 

Amplifier 33 

Sample and Hold 

Circuit 34 
Analog-to-digital 

converter 35 
Electronically con 
trolled switches 
13, 26, and 27 
Memories 10, 1, 12 

and 12' 
Computers 6, 15, 
and 19 

Computers 8, 18, 

) 
} 
) 
} 
} 
} 
) 
} 
} 
) and 19 

Firm or 
Designation Manufacturer Type 

Micro- Zilog, USA or 780 
Computer Intel, USA 8080 

Servomotor ESCAP Switzerland 16M-210 

Ev. Circuit Reticon USA or RC70 
Fairchile USA SL 6266 

linear photo- Fairchild USA CCD 21 

SSO or Reticon CCPD 1728 
operational National Semi- LH 0032 

amplifier Conductor and similar 
Sample and Hold Teledyne Phil- 4853 

brick USA 

Analog-to-digital 
TRWAUSA TDC10023 

Converter 
Bus-driver 
(bi-directional) Intel USA 8216 

RAM Intel USA 2114 

2 x 4 Bit Full Texas Instruments SN 7425283 
Adder USA. 
Digital Multi 

MMI USA 67558 
plier 

C and the signals UHi sequentially retrieved from the 60 
memory 12. During this time, storage positions which 
become available, are filled again by the calculated 
quotients Ki which constitute a measure for the slope of 
the characteristic curve of the individual transducer 
elements 3. 
Where the highest requirements regarding the mea 

Suring precision must be met for taking into account 
curved characteristic curves of the transducer elements 

65 

Although the invention has been described with ref. 
erence to specific example embodiments, it will be ap 
preciated, that it is intended, to cover all modifications 
and equivalents within the scope of the appended 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. An electronic circuit arrangement for correcting 

the output signals of a photoelectric image transducer 
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which includes a plurality of photoelectric transducer 
elements, said circuit arrangement comprising analog 
to-digital converter means having an input operatively 
connected to said image transducer and a digital signal 
output, a plurality of selector switch means (13, 26, 27). 
including first, second, and third selector switch mem 
bers each having an input terminal and two alternate 
output terminals, a like plurality of computer means (6, 
7, 8) including first, second, and third circuits each 
having two inputs and an output, first, second and third 
memory circuit means (10, 11, 12) each having at least 
one input and an output, and electronic switching con 
trol means (5, 25) operatively connected to said circuit 
arrangement, said first selector switch member (13) 
being connected with its input terminal to said digital 
signal output (4) of said analog-to-digital converter 
means and with one of its outputs to one input of said 
first computing circuit (6), said first memory circuit 
means (10) being connected to the other output terminal 
of said first selector switch means and to the other input 
terminal of said first computing circuit which forms a 
first difference signal Ui-UB, said second selector 
switch member (26) being connected with its input 
terminal to the output of said first computing circuit to 
receive said first difference signal with one of its output 
terminals to the second computing circuit (7) said sec 
ond memory circuit means (11) being connected to the 
other output terminal of said second selector switch 
means and to the other input terminal of said second 
computing circuit which forms a second difference 
signal (U-UB)-Di, said third selector switch member 
(27) being connected with its input to the output of said 
second computing circuit (7) with one of its output 
terminals to said third memory circuit means and with 
its other output terminal to said third computing circuit 
(17), said third memory circuit means (12) being con 
nected with an output terminal (16) to said third com 
puting circuit (17) which multiplies the second differ 
ence signal (U-UB)-D with a correction factor Ki 
which is proportional to the slope of the characteristic 
curve of a respective photoelectric transducer element 
(3) to form real time corrected output signals UK for 
each image point signal Ut of a photoelectric transducer 
element, wherein UB is a reference signal representative 
of a respective scanning period and wherein Di is a dark 
signal of the respective scanned photoelectric trans 
ducer element. 

2. The electronic circuit arrangement of claim 1, 
wherein said first selector switch member (13) supplies 
said reference signal UB at the beginning of the respec 
tive scanning period through said first memory circuit 
means to form said first difference signal U-UB in said 
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8 
first computing circuit, and wherein said reference sig 
nal UB is further supplied by said first memory circuit 
means to said first computing circuit during the respec 
tive scanning period when the first computing circuit 
receives the scanned signals Ui. 

3. The electronic circuit arrangement of claim 1, 
further comprising shutter means and light supply 
means arranged for exposing said transducer elements 
to light, and wherein said second memory circuit means 
(11) has stored therein said dark signal Di which is de 
rived from each of said transducer elements (3) when 
said shutter means are closed. 

4. The electronic circuit arrangement of claim 3, 
comprising a fourth computer circuit (9) operatively 
connected to said electronic switching control means 
(5) and to said third memory circuit means (12) for 
forming said correction factor Ki by dividing a constant 
value C by partially corrected brightness signals UHi 
derived from said transducer elements (3) when the 
shutter means pass a reference light distribution from 
said light supply means onto said transducer elements. 

5. The electronic circuit arrangement of claim 4, 
wherein said third memory circuit means has storage 
capacity of said correction factor Ki and a storage ca 
pacity for said partially corrected brightness signals 
UHi, said storage capacities having storing positions 
arranged so that storing positions becoming available 
by being addressed for the retrieval of the partially 
corrected brightness signals UHi are occupied by the 
correction factors Ki. 

6. The electronic circuit arrangement of claim 1, 
comprising further computer means (18, 19) operatively 
connected to said second and third computing circuits, 
said further computer means performing a second de 
gree or square correction of said real time corrected 
output signals UKt. 

7. The electronic circuit arrangement of claim 1, 
further comprising shutter means for exposing said 
transducer elements, and wherein said electronic 
switching control means are operatively connected to 
said shutter means. 

8. The electronic circuit arrangement of claim 1, 
further comprising shutter means and a calibration light 
source means operatively arranged to pass light through 
said shutter means onto said photoelectric transducer 
3S 

9. The electronic circuit arrangement of claim 8, 
wherein said calibration light source means comprise an 
Ulbricht-globe, and wherein said shutter means are 
secured to said Ulbricht-globe. 

is 


