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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS S. JAMES, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Beau-
mont, in the county of Jefferson and State of
Texas, haveinvented a new and useful Draw-
ers-Supporter, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to means for distrib-
uting the strain upon the waistband of trou-
sers and supporting drawers, and which con-
sist of a plate secured to the waistband of
the pants and a button applied to the waist-
band of the undergarment to engage with the
said plate. ,

Ior a full understanding of the merits and
advantages of the invention reference is to
behad to the accompanying drawings and the
following deseription.

The improvement is susceptible of various
changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construction without depart-
ing from the principle or sacrificing any of
the advantages thereof, and to a full disclo-
sure of the invention an adaptation thereof
is shown in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1is a perspective view of the upper
portion of a pair of inner and outer pants,
showing the application of the invention.
Fig. 2 is a front view of the plate or stay to
be applied to the waistband of the trousers.
Fig. 3 is a detail view in elevation of the
clasp for detachable connection with the in-

"ner pants or drawers and having a button or

headed stud for engagement with the stay or
plate applied to the trousers. Fig. 4is a de-
tail view in perspective of the clasp. Fig. 5
is a rear view thereof.

The plate or stay 1 may be constructed of
any suitable material possessing flexibility
and rigidity and is preferably formed of
spring metal, which is elastic and capable of
sustaining a great amount of weight and
strain, and in the event of sheet-steel being
utilized it will be rendered proof against cor-
rosive action by japanning or otherwise eoat-
ing it, as commonly practiced in the art for
providing stays or stiffeners for wearing-ap-
parel of various kinds. This plate or stay is
applied to the waistband of the trousers, pref-
erably near the sides and opposite the point of
attachment therewith of the front endsof the

| volved in providing the same.

suspenders, thereby transferring the weight
and strain of the nether garment to the said
suspenders. This plate or stay is located
upon the inner side of the waistband and is
secured at its ends thereto, either by stitch-
ing or in any manner desirved, but preferably
by means of the buttons 2, to which the front
ends of the suspenders are connected, there-
by taking advantage of the means for secur-

ing the buttons to the trousers, likewise as

means for fastening the plate or stay and oh-
viating the necessity for extra securing means
for the plate and the cost which would be in-
v By having
the plate or stay secured to the waistband at
its ends the intermediate portion is left free,
so that the means provided to codperate with
the platé may be readily attached to or dis-
connected therefrom, as will be obvious.

The plate or stay 1, applied in the manner
set forth, stiffens the waistband of the trou-
sers and distributes the weight and strain of
the inner pants over a greater extent and ob-
viates the binding of -the waist by the con-
tracting of the waistband, which would re-
sult by the omission of the plate or stay, as
commonly experienced by the means gener-
ally employed for attaining the object of the
present invention. The upper edge of the
plateor stay has an inwardly-extending notch
4 toreceive a button or headed stud 5, applied
to the waistband of the inner pants in any
manner desired, and said notch may extend
inward simply or may branch laterally on
curved or straight lines, forming an approxi-
mately T-shaped slot having an upwardly-
extending point opposite the opening.

The button or headed stud 5 may be sewed
or otherwise secured to the waistband of the
inner garment or drawers 8 and is designed
to be engaged with the T-slot 4 of the plate
or stay 1, and, as shown in Ifigs. 3, 4, and 5,
it is secured to a clasp 3, whereby provision
is had for readily disconnecting the button
from or applying it to the nether garment 8,
so as not to interfere with the laundering
thereof.

The clasp 3 to be applied to the garment
8 is formed of a strip of metal folded upon
itself and having a roll at one end and lateral
shoulders 11 at its edges near its opposite
end, the button or headed stud 5 being ap-
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plied to a folded end portion of the strip a
short distance from the bight. A catech-pin12
is fulerumed between its ends in the roll 13,
and its points 14 are adapted to engage with
the shoulders 11 to retain the garment in en-
gagement therewith and between the parallel
parts of the clip. The end 15 of the catch-
pin forms a grip for turning the pin in the
roll 13 and folds close against the outer por-
tion of the clip, so as to be out of-the way
when the latter is applied to the garment.
The roll 13 is notched or cut away midway of
its ends to provide clearance for the looped
end 15 of the catch-pin, whereby the latter is
enabled to turn freely in the roll.

The plate or stay 1 may be straight or
slightly curved, the latter being preferred,
as it will conform more readily to the waist
of the wearer without causing the least pres-
sure at any point and may be applied to
pants by the manufaeturer or by the cus-
tomer, and when applied to stock clothing the
end portions of the plate or stay may be con-
cealed by being introduced between the lay-
ers or plies comprising the waistband of the
trousers, as will be readily understood. In-
asmuch as clencher-buttons are commonly
applied to stock garments the plate or stay
may be simultaneously secured to the trou-
sers when applying the buttons thereto at one
and the same operation, thereby avoiding the
cost, which would add materially to the ap-
plication of the invention if extra securing
means were required to be provided.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. The combination with a button applied
to the waistband of a nether garment, of a
plate placed against the inner side of the
waistband of the trousers and having at an
intermediate point an approximately T-
shaped slot with a raised point opposite the
opening, and suspender-buttons securing the
plate at its ends to the waistband of the trou-
sers, substantially as deseribed.

2. Inaclaspfor garment-supporters, a strip
of metal folded upon itself forming parallel
members, one of which has a button applied
thereto and formed at its edges with shoul-
ders, and a catch-pin fulerumed intermediate
of its ends to the terminal portion of the
other member and having its points adapted
to engage over the aforesaid shoulders, sub-
stantially as described.

3. Inaclasp for garment-supporters, astrip
of metal doubled upon itself forming mem-
bers, and having shoulders at the free end of
one member and a roll at the outer terminal
of the other member, a button or headed stud
applied to one of the members, and a catch-
pin journaled in the said roll and having
points to engage over the aforedescribed
shoulders, and provided with an extension
forming a grip, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

THOS. S. JAMES.

Witnesses:

JoHn II. SIGGERS,
Harorp II. Srmms,
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