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To all who72, it inval/ concern: 
Beit known that I, HUGO GERIKE, a citi 

zen of the German Empire, and a resident of 
Klein Schönebeck, near Berlin, Germany, 
have invented new and useful Improvements 
in Bung and Seal Closures for Casks, of which 
the following is a description. 
The present invention relates to bung and 

Seal closures for casks; and it consists of the 
details of construction hereinafter set forth, 
and particularly pointed out in the claim. 

In order to render the present specification 
easily intelligible, reference is had to the ac 
companying drawings, in which similar let 
ters of reference denote similar parts through 
out both the views. 

Figure 1 is a vertical section through the 
bung-closure, with the protecting-cap for the 
seal; and Fig. 2 is a plan of Fig. 1. 

Referring first to Figs. 1 and 2, the bung 
hole of the caska is recessed from the outside 
of the cask to form the annular shoulder f, 
and on this shoulder is properly fixed, by 
means of a screw b', an internally-threaded 
metal ring b. The bung c is of wood and is 
reduced at the inner side to form the upper 
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annular flange c', beneath which on the re 
duced part of the bung, which said reduced 
part fits Snugly into the interior part of the 
bung-hole, an externally - threaded metal 
ring d is securely mounted and held against 
rotation by a screw d. Beneath this ring a 
washer g, of resilient packing material, such 
as india-rubber, is provided. The top of the 
bung is provided with recesses c' for the re 
ception of a key e (shown in dotted lines in 
Fig. 2) and by means of which the bung is 
screwed into the ring b. When the said 
bung has been properly screwed into the ring 
b, the packing-ring g will serve to tighten up 
the closure, and only Wood surfaces will be 
presented to the liquid within the cask or at 
most a very Small Surface of the packing 
ring, while the outer side of the bung lies 

flush with the outer surface of the cask, so 
that the seals, Fig. 2, will be applied to wood 
only, and will thus remain better in position, 
as it is very difficult to apply a seal to the 
cask when the bung is of metal. When the 
seal has been applied, the protecting plate or 
cap ris placed over the same, its downwardly 
bent ends being sprung into the inclined slots 
s' of the cask, as will be readily understood. 
With the above invention the great ad 

vantages are attained that the top of the 
bung is flush with the Outer surface of the 
cask, while the liquid in the cask will always 
be in contact with the wood of the bung or 
with the washer, but will not come into con 
tact with the metal parts of the closure. 

I claim as my invention 
In a cask-closure, the combination of a 

cask-stave having a bung - orifice with in 
wardly-projecting annular shoulder f, an in 
ternally-screw-threaded metal ring to fit the 
bung-hole above the said shoulder?, and hav 
ing its upper surface lying below the surface 
of the cask, a bung or plug having a reduced 
portion to extend through the stave of the 
cask and fit into the opening formed by the 
annular shoulder f, an externally-threaded 
metal ring fitting on the said reduced part 
and adapted to screw-thread into the metal 
ring of the bung-hole, a packing-ring located 
beneath the lower edge of the said metal ring 
of the plug and above the annular shoulder 
fand a flange on the said bung or plug to fill 
out the enlarged part of the said cask-hole 
and having its upper surface flush with the 
outer surface.of the cask Substantially as de 
scribed. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

HUGO GERIKE. 
Witnesses: 

HENRY HASPER, 
WOLDEMAR, HAUPT. 
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