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My invention relates to an indicator for

olf clubs.

The principal object of my invention is to

devise an attachment for golf clubs which is
avranged both to assist the player in prop-
erly dressing the club so that *he striking
edge, or face, will be correctly presented to
the bnll preparatory to making the stroke
and also to associate with the foregoing
means, “mmb e mchc'a *h ot will insure such
', or controlling,
hand of the p] 1ye1' 2s will secure the in-
tended . dirvection an i trajectory when the
club head impacts with the ball.

A further object is to arrange the forego-
ing features in a golf club attachment which
when secured to the club does not mtel fere
with the smoothness of the face,
thereby permitéing a variety ot 1m 1d- nolds
without ixrritation to the player.

A frrther object is to incorporate the

above features in an attachment which maj 7
be auickly and easily applied to golf clubs,
either during or after manufacture, and
which may be sold f01 a mini hmum pr 1ce.

Heretofore, golf club devices of the same
general char hcter as that involved in the

. present application have usually taken the

form either of a sighting marker disposed
on the grip for assistance in correctly posgi-
tioning the club head with reference to the
ball before making the stroke, or have con-
sistcd nf attachments which ave ad]'u:tzm"y
secured to the grip and ch‘lUteCL to facili
tate a nmlo‘ m grasping of the club in ovde’“
to obtain shots of the desired character.

It is a well known fact that the essence of
good golf driving lies in a proper action of
the wrists and that an analysis of the part
playved by each hand during a drive for a

Jsznt hand player shovs thqt the right hand
ouides, or controls, the club while the left
hand performs the driving function. As a
necessary covollary to the foregoing, it is
further well understood that a correct dress-
ing of the head of the club preparatory to

making the stroke must be followed by a
properly directed impact with the b(ul
otherwise the desued direction and tra ]ec—
tory will not be obtained. Different posi-
tions of the hand around the grip produce
corresponding changes in the character of
the impact of the cluo head with the ball and
therefore of the resulting shot. Hence, it is
obvious that while a marker, or other align-
ing device, is of material assistance in the
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eliminary step, it is entively valueless so
assuring corrvect impact is concerned.
The adjustable attachments hereinbefore
mentioned are also objectionable in that they
form protuberances on the grip and must be
(0mmuabv feqd]mted to accord with the
vmahoa in the skill of the player. Vore—
over, when once in position, the use of the
club is restricted to one type of shot, thus
destroying its adaptability to the changmg
conditions of play.

It is the object of my Invention to devise
an aftachment in the form of a band which
is to be secured adjacent the lower portion
of ’he orip and to be provided with suitable
in wm as hereinafer described. This band
carvies an index line whereby the head of the
U 1h may be initially posi itioned in the man-
ner now old in the art and also additional
index Iines by which the player may obtain
any ﬂe%ued direction in duvma, or over-
'*“wctmn\Ue tendenci fes, while per-

o the same opera wbion.  Some plaveLs
‘2 tendenc v to either “heok” or “slice”
1 and special club heads have beern
rned to overcome these defects. How-
ever, tle e clubs are of no value after the
faults have been cured, except for special
shots, Agaxn a player’s skill varies from
iy to day anfl it is therefore desirable to

y
o
ar as

DI
i
S
i as

,u..x

(it
plov de an attachment which, without in-
teifering with standard elub design or affect-
- the smoothness of the grip surface, will
secvire 2 uniformity in drviving or other mid-
field play, enable special shots to be readily
made with standard clubs and promote a
general improvement 1n-the play.

These and further objects of my inven-
tion will be set for th In the following spec-
ification, refevence being had to the accom-

sanying drawiag and the novel means by
which said ob]ccts are effectuated will be
definitely pointed out in the claim.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is an elevation of a golf club
he club in position for play with

d indicator attached thereto.
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Fl.@;m:e 2 is a developed plan view of the
indicator as the same would appear to the
player.

In the drawing:

The numeral 10 represents a golf club
having the usnal head 11, shaft 12, and grip
18. . The indicator 14 is secured to said grip
adjacent the lower portion thereof.

Said indicator comprises a band which is
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therein flush with the surf

2

preferably formed from a waterproof paper
or fabric, or a suitable thin piece of metal.
From the character of this material, it is
clear that the indicator will not extend ap-

‘preciably bLeyond the surface of the grip,

thereby avoiding undue friction with the
hands. If it is found desirable to use =
band of relatively large thickness, a vecess
may be cut in the grip and the band secuved
face of said grip.
The indicator band carvies an index lin
15 awhich is parallel with the end edges of the
band and usually midway therebetween.
When applied to the club, the band will
arranged so that the line 15 will be parallel
with the striking face 16 of the head 11
and accordingly with the axis of the club
10. For convenience, the line 15 may hear
the legend “straight”. A second index line
17 is disposed on the right hand side of ¢
line 15, as the player grasps the club, and a
third index line 18 is dispoced on the left
hand side of the line 15. The lines 17 and 18
are angularly positioned relative to the line
15 in order to register with the natural po-
sition of the player’s thumb as it lies along
the grip 13. Additional index lines may be
imprinted -on the indicator 14 hetween the
line 15 and the lines 17 and 18. The line 17
bears the legend “Slice” and the lire 18 beaxrs
the legend “Hook”.
In using a club provided with my im-
proved indicator, the grip will be grasped
in any desired manner as preferred by
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by the
player and the club head 11 dressed to the
ball 19 through the medium of the index line
15. Assuming that the player is of the
hand type and that his driving is character-
ized by a tendency to slice the ball when the
grip is held as above, he will then move hiz
right, or controlling, hand around the grip
until the thumb registers with the line 18,
or a line between the line 18 and the line 15.
A trial shot will then be made to ascertain
whether such a positioning of the right hand
will secure a straight drive; it so, the thumb
position will be noted and the club therve-
after grasped at this location. Otherwire,
additional shots will be made until the de-
sired location is found. If the player has a
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hooking tendency in his play, the 2ight hand
will be moved in the opposite direction and
the zame precedure followed.

for a left hand player, the above steps

will be reversed as will alzo the marking of ¢

the indicator band.
It is therefore apparvent thut my improved
indicator band will be of material assistance
to a player whose dviving possesses the in-
herent faults noted above, as it will enable
hiny to straighten out his drives and by
eraductly working his vight hand back to
the normal position, eventually bying his
play to a state of perfection. During this
period of adjusbment, the index lines af-
fords him a means whereby he i3 certain of
always grasping the ¢lub in a vniform man-
The come advantage is available to the
more skilled player on those days when his
ne falls below its usual ctandard.
Woveover, it will be particularly noted that
my indicator is embodied in a device which
cloes not detract from the smoothness of the
inp and which does not require adjustment
from day to day. Its advantages ave pres-
ent for those who desire to make use of the
same, but as the indicator cccupies an un-
obstrusive position on the grip, it does 1
interfere with the ordinary handling of
same,
},’Ey
use on drivers as sauch, but may be »
to any of the clubs which utiliz

ner.

improved deviee is not vestricted f
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midfield play and may be applied to putters.
“While I have ghown one set of elements
and co

mbinsticns thereof for carrying info
improved indicator, I do not desire
e limited to the exact form and structure
; » many changes may be made theve-
. departing from the spirit of my

invention.
I claim:
golf ciub provided with a hand baving
a cenfrzl index Jine on the grip thereof fo-
aligning the club head relative to 2 ball and
an index line dispored on each side of said
central Iine for determining the position of
the controlling hand of a player.
Tn testimony whereof, T affix my signature,
JOHN H. KEATING.
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