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This invention relates generally to packaging and more
particularly to a case and its contents, with the case having
a removable cover and the contents having an extension
through the cover by which the package may be picked up:
and moved from place to place as an encased unit.

Packages of this invention are especially well suited for
marketing of toiletries, for example, such as bottles of
cologne and after-shave lotion. When the invention is
embcdied in that type of package, the case may advanta-
geously be made of transparent material, and an open
frame rack may be used to mount the bottles in the case
so. that. the bottles with their colored liquids will be at-
tractively displayed.

1t is an object of this invention to provide a package
case having a removable cover with a central opening and
adapted to enclose an article having a member projecting
through the cover opening, and means in the case and
engageable with the article and the case body for suspend-
ing the case body and cover when the package is picked up
by grasping the projecting member:

A specific object is to provide an encased rack with
bottles of toiletries, for example, the rack having a handle
projecting through the cover of the case by which the rack
and its case may be picked up.

It is a general object of this invention to provide a case
for a package of the above-mentioned character which is
simple in construction, nice in appearance, easy to open
for removal of its contents, convenient to pick up and
carry, and economical to manufacture.

Further objects and advantages will appear in the course
of the following part of this specification wherein the de-
tails of construction of a preferred embodiment are de-
scribed with reference to the accompanying drawing, in
which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a package embody-
ing this invention and comprising a transparent case;

FIGURE 2 is a medial vertical section through the
package on a larger scale taken upon a plane indicated by
lire 2—2 on FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 3 is a horizontal sectional view through the
package taken upon a plane indicated by line 3—3 on
FIGURE 2; and,

FIGURE 4 is a detail section taken on line 4—4 of
FIGURE 2. '

Referring to the drawing in greater detail, the package
illustrated therein, consists of a case and its contents, the
case being designated generally by reference numeral 10,
and the contents of the case comprising a wire rack 12
holding three bottles designated by numerals 13, 14 and
15 respectively, and two pumps designated by numerals 17
and 18 respectively.

Rack 12 comprises a tripod base of three legs 20, a cen-
tral post 21, and a wire frame 22 for holding the bottles,
the frame for the illustrated embodiment being rotatable
and slidable axially on the post. More particularly, the
frame comprises two washers 23 and 24 around the post,
three rectilinear wire forms 26, 27 and 28 disposed in
axial planes of the post angularly spaced apart about 120
degrees from each other and soldered at their inner ends
to the washers to define the sides of three sector compart-
ments for the bottles, and two wire rings 3¢ and 31 en-
circling the post and secured as with solder to the three
wire forms. The upper ring 30 defines the outer ex-
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tremities of the sector compartments of the frame, and
the lower ring 3%, smaller in diameter than the upper ring,
provides a bottom support for the boitles. A projection
33 on the post serves as a stop engageable by the lower
washer 24 for limiting the extent to which the wire frame
slides downwardly on the post. A spherical knob 34 is
secured upon the upper end of the post to serve as a con-
venient handle for lifting the package.

Referring now to the details of construction of the
case 10, it comprises a body 36 and removable cover 37,
both of sheet material, which for the illustrated embodi-
ment is a transparent thermoplastic resin so that the con-
tents may be seen. The body 36 is formed of a cylin-
drical side wall 39, here of circular cross-section; and a
bottom wall 40. The cover 37 provides a top wall 42 of
the case and includes a cylindrical skirt 43 telescopically
receiving the upper end portion of the side wall 39, prefer-
ably with a snug fit. The top opening of the case body is
designated by reference numeral 45, it being defined by an
inwardly turned flange 46 at the upper end of the side wall
39. The top wall 42 has a central opening 47 through
which the upper end portion of the post 21 extends, the
opening 47 being large enough to permit relative passage
of the knob 34 through it so that the cover may be re-
moved.

There is a flat sheet 58 of transparent thermoplastic
material extending horizontally in the case, and it serves
to suspend the case from the rack and bottles when the
package is picked up by the knob 34 as will now be ex-
plained. Sheet 58 is of a size to slidably fit within the
side wall 39. Its diameter is slightly greater than the in-
side diameter of the inwardly extending flange or rim 46,
the sheet being flexible enough for such contortion thereof
as is necessary to clear the rim 46 when being placed in-
side the case. The sheet has a central opening 51 per-
mitting the sheet to be placed down over knob 34. There
are three openings 53 in the sheet for accommodating the
necks 54 of the bottles respectively. Each bottle has a
cap 55 which in the illustrated embodiment is slightly
larger in diameter than the sheet openings 53. To place
the sheet 50 down upon the bottles to the position shown
in FIGURE 2, it is necessary first to remove the caps 55
from the bottles, place the sheet down upon the bottles
with the bottle necks 54 extending through the sheet
openings 53, then replace the caps on the bottles. The
making of the openings 53 smaller than the outside of the
caps provides for keeping the sheet 5¢ on the rack and
bottles when the assembly of rack, bottles and sheet is
placed into the case body with the sheet flexing sufficiently
to pass through the rim 46.

As mentioned above, the illustrated package includes
two pumps 17 and 18 for pumping liguid from the bottles.
These pumps are of conventional type and their structural
details are not material to this invention, it being sufficient
for the purposes of this specification to refer to each merely
as comprising a body 58 adapted to be secured upon the
neck of a bottle, a depressable head 59 with nozzle 69,
and a tube 61 of a length sufficient to extend down to the
bottom of a bottle, such that when the pump is fitted to
the neck of a bottle in the place of its bottle cap 55, down-
ward pressing of the pump head will cause liquid to flow
up the tube 61 and be sprayed from the nozzle. The
pumps are positioned in the case 18 upon the flat sheet 50
with their tubes 61 extending through sheet openings 62.

The pumps 17 and 18 are of significance in this de-
scription only because they extend higher above the sheet
56 than do the bottle caps 55 whereby the height of the
pumps is determinative of the minimum permissible axial
dimension of the skirt portion 43 of the case cover. It is
apparent, of couse, that were the pumps 17 and 18 not
present in the case, the case could be made shorter such
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that the top wall 42 rests-upon the tops of the bottle caps
55,

When the package is picked up by its handle 34, the
case bedy 36, if not frictionally tight enough within the
cover skirt 43 to prevent its sliding downwardly from the
cover, will drop with respect to the rack 12 until the sheet
5@ engages the inside top rim 46 of the case. The boitle
caps will bear upon the sheet 5§ around the sheet openings
53 and thereby add support to the sheet for maintaining it
flat against flexure such that the sheet 5¢ can be pulled cut
from the case through the rim 46 only by holding the case
body tightly enough and pulling on the handle 34 to in-
tentiorally pull the rack and bottles and the sheet 5 out
from the case body. In order to maintain the cover 37
telescopically fitted over the upper end of the case body,
the skirt portion 43 of the cover is of a width (dimension
taken axially of the case) greater than the space between
the sheet 50 and the inturned rim 46.

While the particular package herein shown and dis-

closed in detail is fully capable of attaining the objects
" and providing the advaniages hereinbefore stated, it is to
be understood that it is merely illustrative of the presently
preferred embodiment of the invention and that no limita-
tions are intended to the details of construction or design
herein shown other than as defined in the appended claims.

I claim: i

1. A package comprising a case and a rack with a plu-
rality of articles, the case comprising a hollow body and
a removable cover, the cover having a central opening
formed therein, the rack comprising a base, a central post,
and means defining a series of compartments around the

post for receiving said articles respectively, said post pro-

jecting through said cover opening for use in grasping the
same to carry the package, and means engageable with said
articles and with the inside surface of the case body
whereby the packagse may be picked up as a unit by grasp-
ing the projecting porticn of said post with the case body
~ being suspended from the rack and articles.

2. A package comprising a case formed of transparent
sheet material and a wire rack loaded with bottles, the
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cases comprising a hollow body and a removable cover,
the case body having a bottom wall and a cylindrical side
wall defining an upper end opening for the body, the cover
having a top wall for the case and a circumferentially con-
tinuous skirt for telescopically receiving the upper cir-
cumferentially continucus portion of said body side wall
to cover the body opening, the rack comprising a base
resting on the inside of the bottom wall of the case body,
a central post extending up from the base, and a wire
frame defining a series of open compartments around the
post for receiving said bottles respectively, the cover hav-
ing a central opening, said post projecting through said
cover opening, the case body having a stop member pro-
jecting inwardly and adjacent the body opening, and a
flat sheet of transparent material in the case and extending
in a plane generally normal to the axis of the case and
positioned upon said bottles, said sheet being engageable
with said stop member when the package is picked up by
the projecting portion of said post to suspend the case
body from the rack and bottles.

3. A package according to claim 2 in which said stop
member is a flange arcund the inside of the case body
defining said opening of said case body.

4, A package according to claim 2 in which the space
between said sheet and said step member when the rack
is resting on the bottom wall of the case body is less than
the axial dimension of the cover skirt.
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