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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,480,371. 

OL SAVER, AND SUCKER, ROD STRIPPER, 

Walter Frank Kalhoefer, Bowie, Tex. 
Application January 15, 1945, Serial No. 572,883 

(C. 166-16) 8 Claims. 
1. 

This invention relates to an oil saver and 
sucker rod stripper. 
A primary object of this invention is the pro 

vision of an improved sucker rod stripper, 
adapted to save the oil otherwise removed from 
an oil well when a Sucker rod is removed, as well 
as strip the same in order to make the same 
more readily handled, without soiling the clothes 
or perSons of the operators. 
An additional important object is the pro 

vision of such a sucker rod stripper so constructed 
that a rod joint may be passed therethrough 
without the necessity for manual adjustment of 
the same. 

Still another object is the provision of such a 
stripper having means to permit the passage of 
a rod joint in a reverse direction if for any 
reason it becomes necessary to relower the rod 
during the course of removal. 

Still another object is the provision of an oil 
Saver and Sucker rod stripper which Will be 
reliable and efficient in operation, sturdy and 
durable in construction, and relatively simple 
and inexpensive to manufacture, assemble and 
position. 
Other objects will in part be obvious and in 

part be pointed out hereinafter and shown in the 
accompanying drawings wherein there is dis 
closed a preferred embodiment of this inventive 
concept. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a side sectional view of one form of 

device embodying the instant invention, shown 
in association with an oil well pumping joint or T. 

Figure 2 is a plan, part sectional, view of Figure 
1 looking downwardly. 

Figure 3 is a side elevational view of a con 
structional detail. 

Figure 4 is a top plan view of the device shown 
in Figure 3. 

Figure 5 is a side elevational view of the device 
shown in Figures 3 and 4 as viewed from the 
opposite side. 

Figure 6 is a side view partially in section and 
partially in elevation similar to Figure 1 but 
showing the parts in a different position of 
adjustment. 

Figure 7 is a top fragmentary plan view of a 
constructional detail, - 

figure 8 is a sectional view taken along the line 
3-8 of Figure 7. 

Figure 9 is a fragmentary bottom plan view of 
the detail shown in Figures 7 and 8. 

Figure 10 is a view similar to Figure 8 but show 
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2 
ing the parts in a different position of adjust 
Inent, and 

Figure 11 is a top plan view of the parts dis 
closed in Figure 10 shown in the same position 
of adjustment. 

Like reference numerals refer to like parts 
throughout the several views of the drawings. 

Having reference now to the drawings, a casing 
head provided with a casing head nipple 
is threaded as at 2 to permit the threaded en 
gagement thereof with suitable threads on a cas 
ing or tubing, or pumping joint, or T, 3. Casing 
head 2 is provided with a longitudinally extend 
ing groove fé, to permit the same to be slipped 
Over a Sucker rod for adjusting in position, and 
a pair of Oppositely disposed apertures 5 (see 
Figure 5). It may here be pointed out that the 
casing head fo should be of relatively strong, 
sturdy construction, for, under certain condi 
tions, oil well rod elevators are positioned to rest 
upon and be Supported by the upper surface 6 
thereof. 
Welded or otherwise suitably secured to casing 

head nipple f l are two oppositely disposed ex 
tending strip iron supporting arms 7, bent at 
their extremities as at 8, to provide seats for 
bolts 9 adapted to pass through suitable aper 
tures in the ends thereof. Surrounding bolts 9 
are relatively heavy compression springs 2 upon 
which are adapted to be seated transverse 
resiliently cushioned actuating arms or members 
2A" extending inwardly in substantial parallel 
alignment with members fl. Members 2 are 
each provided with a transverse slot 22 through 
Which bolt 9 is adapted to pass, and a nut 23 on 
each of bolts 9 is adapted to hold the parts in 
related assembly. The inner ends of the arms or 
members 2 are adapted to extend inwardly 
through apertures 5 in casing head G and ter 
minate in rod stripping portions generally indi 
cated at 25. Each of the arms or members 2 is 
provided with a hook 26 positioned on the under 
side thereof adjacent its outer extremity, from 
which a tension spring 27 extends to a hook 28 
secured to the upper side of each of members (7. 
Thus it will be seen that the tendency of the 
Spring 2 is to bias rod stripping members 25 
downwardly toward members 7 until they seat 
On the bottom of recesses 15. Having particular 
reference now to rod strippers 25 it will be seen 
(See Figure 7) that each is comprised of a clean 
ing member 38 comprised of rubber or other 
Suitable stripping material and provided with a 
Semi-circular aperture 3' adjacent the outer face 
thereof. The two opposed apertures 3 are 



2,480,871 
3 

adapted to surround and strip a sucker rod 32, 
which is comprised of several sections Secured 
together as by rod boxes 33. Cleaning members 
30 are suitably secured to a bracket 35 which is 
pivotally mounted on a pivot 36 secured to 2. 
plate 37 which, in turn, is secured to the end of 
members 2 f, as by a band 38 extending about the 
bottom thereof and a nut 39 and bolt 49 extend 
ing through a slot 4 in plate 37 and a Suitable 
aperture adjacent the end of member 2. Slot 
4 f is provided in order that members 3 may be 
suitably adjusted in accordance with the diameter 
of the sucker rod being cleansed and also in ac 
cordance With the wear on these portions 
occasioned by repeated stripping operations. 
An upright member 45 extends upwardly from 

bracket 35 adjacent an extremity thereof and is 
secured at its end with a tension spring 46, the 
opposite end of which is secured to an eye 47 
mounted on the end of member 2. A stop 48 is 
provided to preclude the passage of upright 45 
beyond right angle position. 
From the foregoing the method of operation 

of the device should now be readily understand 
able. The threaded portion 2 of casing head 
is suitably engaged with casing or pumping joint 
3, and cleaning members 30 held in oppositely 

disposed abutting relation with sucker rod 32 as 
by springs 30. As the sucker rod is pulled up 
wardly out of the well members 30 serve to strip 
the oil from the same permitting it to fall back 
into the well. When a rod box or joint 33 is 
reached, the abutting action thereof against 
members 30 force arms 2 upwardly against the 
tension of springs 2 within the limits of slot f 5, 
to provide sufficient clearance of the box or joint 
to pass between the opposite members. After the 
box has been pulled out of the casing head, springs 
27 bias the members back, from the position 
shown in Figure 6, to the position shown in Fig 
ure 1, whereupon the Stripping action is resumed. 
If for any reason it is necessary to lower the rod 
back into the well, means are provided for per 
mitting the passage of the rod joints or boxes be 
tween the cleaning members 30, such means com 
prising the pivots 36. As the rod joint reaches 
the cleaning members they are tilted downwardly 
about pivot 36, as shown in Figures 10 and 11, and 
when the rod box or joint has passed between the 
members the Springs 4.6 bias the parts back to 
operating position, stop 48 abutting against 
upright 45, precluding the passage of the clean 
ing members beyond the horizontal. 
From the foregoing it will now be seen that 

there is herein provided a sucker rod stripper and 
oil Saver, accomplishing all the objects of this 
invention and others including many advantages 
of great practical utility and commercial impor 
tance. 
AS many embodiments may be made of this 

inventive concept, and as many modifications 
may be made in the embodiment hereinbefore 
ShOWn and described, it is to be understood that 
all matter herein is to be interpreted merely as 
illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 

I claim: 

1. A device of the character described includ 
ing a casing head having oppositely disposed 
apertures formed through its wall, spaced oppo 
Sitely disposed supporting arms extending out 
wardly from and Supported by said casing head, 
resiliently cushioned arms pivotally supported on 
Said Spaced arms adapted to extend through said 
apertures, and cleaning devices supported on the 
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4. 
inner adjacent ends of said resiliently cushioned 
3.S. 

2. A device of the character described includ 
ing a casing head having oppositely disposed 
apertures formed through its wall, Spaced Oppo 
sitely disposed supporting arms extending out 
wardly from and supported by Said casing head, 
resiliently cushioned arms pivotally mounted on 
said spaced arms adapted to extend through Said 
apertures, and cleaning devices pivotally Sup 
ported on the inner adjacent ends of Said resil 
iently tensioned arms. 

3. A device of the character described includ 
ing a casing head having oppositely disposed 
apertures formed through its Wall and being 
longitudinally slotted throughout its length, 
spaced oppositely disposed Supporting arms ex 
tending outwardly from and supported by said 
casing head, resiliently cushioned arms pivotally 
supported on said spaced arms adapted to extend 
through Said apertures, and cleaning devices Sup 
ported on the inner adjacent ends of Said resil 
iently cushioned arms. 

4. A device of the character described includ 
ing a casing head having oppositely disposed 
apertures formed through its Wall, Spaced oppo 
sitely disposed supporting arms extending out 
wardly from and Supported by Said casing head, 
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said spaced arms adapted to extend through Said 
apertures, and adjustably supported cleaning de 
vices pivotally mounted on the inner adjacent 
end of said resiliently tensioned arms. 

5. A device of the character described includ 
ing a casing head having oppositely disposed 
apertures formed through its wall, Spaced oppo 
sitely disposed supporting arms extending out 
wardly from and supported by said casing head, 
resiliently cushioned arms pivotally mounted on 
said spaced arms adapted to extend through said 
apertures, and Spring tensioned cleaning devices 
pivotally mounted on the inner adjacent ends 
of Said resiliently tensioned arms. 

6. A device of the character described includ 
ing a casing head having oppositely disposed 
apertures formed through its wall, Spaced oppo 
Sitely disposed Supporting arms extending out 
wardly from and Supported by Said casing head, 
resiliently cushioned arms pivotally mounted on 
Said Spaced arms adapted to extend through said 
apertures, cleaning devices pivotally mounted on 
the adjacent ends of Said resiliently tensioned 
arms, and means to limit the pivotal movement 
of Said cleaning devices. 

7. A device of the character described includ 
ing a casing head having oppositely disposed 
apertures formed through its wall, spaced oppo 
Sitely disposed Supporting arms extending out 
wardly from and supported by said casing head, 
resiliently cushioned arms pivotally mounted on 
Said Spaced arms adapted to extend through said 
apertures, cleaning devices pivotally mounted on 
the inner adjacent ends of said resiliently ten 
Sioned arms, and means for biasing the move 
ment between Said Spaced arms and said resil 
iently cushioned arms. 

8. A device of the character described includ 
ing a casing head having oppositely disposed 
apertures formed through its wall, spaced oppo 
sitely disposed supporting arms extending out 
Wardly from and Supported by said casing head, 
resiliently cushioned arms pivotally mounted on 
Said Spaced arms adapted to extend through said 
apertures, Spring tensioned cleaning devices piv 
otally mounted on the adjacent ends of said 
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resiliently tensioned arms, and resilient means UNITED STATES PATENTS 
for biasing the movement between said Spaced 
arms and said resiliently cushioned arms. E4 Krme - - - - - run - - Feisas 
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