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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Epwarp H. WEeNER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Cameron, in the county of Nez Perce, State
of Idaho, have invented certain new and use-

. ful Improvements in Carpet-Stretchers; and
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I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. -

This invention relates to improvements in
carpet stretchers.

The object of the invention is to improve
the construction of carpet stretchers and to
provide a simple and inexpensive device of
this character which is adapted to simultane-
ously stretch the four sides of a carpet and
which may be readily and easily, adjusted
so as to be applicable to various sizes of
carpets. »

To this end the invention consists in the
details of construction and combination of
parts to be hereinafter more fully set forth
and particularly claimed.

In describing the invention in detail ref-
erence will be had to the accompanying
drawings wherein like characters of refer-
ence denote corresponding parts in the sev-
eral views, and in which,

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the inven-
tion in the position it occupies previous to
applying pressure thereto to stretch a car-
pet; Fig. 2, a section on the line 2—2 of
Fig. 1; Fig- 8, a section on the line 3—3 of
Fig. 1; the stretcher being completely ex-
panded ; Fig. 4, a section on the line 4—4 of
Fig. 1; and, Fig. 5, a detail perspective view
of one of the stretcher bars.

Referring to the drawings, A indicates the
central frame of the structure formed of
four side members. One pair of opposite
side members 6 being each formed of a sin-
gle piece of material, while the other pair
is each constructed of two separate sections
7 and 8. The said sections 7 being reduced
in width throughout the greater portion of
their length to form the tongue 9, while the
sections 8 are each provided with a slot 10
adapted to receive the tongue 9 so as to per-
mit a free movement of the tongue in said
slot when desired. A series of apertures 11
extend transversely through the tongue 9

and a corresponding series of apertures 12
extend through the arms of the section 8 so
that during the movement of the tongue 9
into the slot 10 the outermost aperture 11
will successively pass into registration with
all of the apertures 12. By this construe-
tion it will be apparent that the side mem-
bers of the frame constituted by sections 7
and 8 can be lengthened and shortened and
maintained a desired length by the inser-
tion of the bolt 13 in the registering aper-
tures 11 and 12.

Extending laterally, from the frame A on
opposite sides thereof and secured to the sec-
tions 8 through the medium of the hinged
connection 14 are stretcher bars each con-
structed of two separate sections 15 and 16.
The sections 16 are reduced in width throngh-
out the greater portion of their length to
form the tongue portion 17 while the sec-
tions 15 are provided with a slot 18 adapted
to receive the tongue 17 and permit a free
longitudinal movement of the tongue there-
in. A series of apertures 19 extend trans-
versely through the tongue 17 and a corre-
sponding series of apertures 20 extend
through the arms of the sections 15 so that
during the movement of the tongue 17 into
the slot 18 the outermost aperture 19 will
successively pass into registration with all
of the apertures 20. It will thus be evi-
dent that the stretcher bars constituted by
the sections 15 and 16 can be lengthened
and shortened and further, they may be
maintained the desired length by the inser-
tion of the bolts or pins 21 in the register-
ing apertures 19 and 20.

Secured to each of the sections 8 of the
frame A through the medium of a suitable
hinged connection are the stretcher bars 22
which are also constructed in two sections
and are adapted to lengthen and shorten.
Said stretcher bars 22 are located in respec-
tive parallel spacement to the stretcher bars
which ave formed of the sections 15 and 16
and as they are identical in construction to
the latter a detail description thereof will be
omitted. A toothed bar 28 having its under
face provided with a series of carpet engag-
ing teeth 24 is hinged to the outer end of
each stretcher bar 22 and the stretcher bar
which is constructed of the sections 15 and
16 and which are disposed on the same side
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of the frame A. The bar 23 has hinged at
each end lengthening sections 24 adapted to
be brought into use as the frame is expand-
ed. Each of the side sections 6 of the frame
A has hinged thereto in a suitable manner a
pair of stretcher bars 23 arranged in par-
allel spacement to each other. Iach pair of
stretcher bars 25 has hinged to their outer
end a toothed bar 26 similar in construction
in every respect to the bar 28 previously de-
scribed. Each of the bars 26 is provided
with lengthening sections 27 hinged thereto
at its terminals.

In order to more effectually stretch the
carpet in the direction of the corners of a
carpet, a series of similarly constructed
stretcher bars ave secured to the frame A
through the medium of the hinged connec-
tion 28. These stretcher bars are located at
each corner of the frame A and are con-
structed of two sections 29 and 30, the for-
mer of which is provided on its under face
with carpet engaging teeth 81 and is reduced
in width throughout the greater portion of
its length to form the tongue 32 while the
section 80 is provided with a slot 83 to re-
celve the tongue 82 and permit a free move-
ment of the tongue therein when desired. A
series of apertures 84 extend transversely
through the tongue 82 and a corresponding
series of apertures 35 extend through the
arm of the section 80 so that during the
movement of the tongue 32 into the slot 33
the outermost aperture 34 will successively
pass into registration with all of the aper-
tures 85. By the construction just deseribed
it will be obvious that the stretcher bars
formed of the sections 29 and 30 can be
lengthened and shortened at will and main-
tained a desived length by the insertion of
the bolt 36 in the registering apertures 34
and 33.

The operation of the device will be ob-
vious; it being only necessary to adjust the
various stretcher bars to the desired length
and apply the stretcher to the carpet in the
position shown in Fig. 2, when a downward
bressure exerted upon the center frame A
will cause said strefcher to assume the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 8 and thus effectually
stretch the carpet m the desived position for
mserting the necessary tacks. It will also be
equally obvious that the stretcher is adjust-
able in two directions at right angles to each
other, in one direction through the medium
of the adjustable stretcher bars 22 and those
formed of the sections 15 and 16, and in the
other direction through the medium of the
adjustable sides of the central frame .\,

What is claimed is:—

1. A carpet stretcher comprising a central
frame, a series of stretcher bars hinged to
said frame, means for lengthening and
shortening said frame in one direction and
means for lengthening and shortening cer-

tain of said stretcher bars in a different di-
rection.

2. A carpet stretcher comprising a central
frame, having a pair of oppositely disposed
sides constructed of telescoping sections
whereby said frame may be lengthened and
shortened in one direction, and a series of
stretcher bars hinged to said frame, certain
of said stretcher bars being also constructed
of telescoping sections, whereby they may be
lengthened and shortened in a different di-
rection, :

3. A carpet stretcher comprising a central
frame, having a pair of opposite sides each
constructed of sections, one of which sec-
tions is formed with a tongue provided
transversely with apertures and the other
with a slot for receiving said tongue and
having apertures passing through the arms
formed by said slot and adapted for variable
registration with the apertures of the tongue,
locking means adapted to pass through the
registering apertures of said sections, where-
by they may be locked in a desired relation,
a series of adjustable stretcher bars hinged
to the adjustable sides of said frame and a
series of non-adjustable stretcher barg
hinged to the non-adjustable side of said
frame.

4. A carpet stretcher comprising a central
frame, having a pair of opposite sides ad-
justable whereby said frame may be length-
ened and shortened in one direction, a series
of stretcher bars hinged to the adjustable
side of the frame, each of said bars being
constructed of sections, one of which is
formed with a tongue provided with trans.
verse apertures and the other with a slot for
receiving said tongue and having apertures

passing through the arms formed by said :

slot and adapted for variable registration
with the apertures of the tongue, locking
means adapted to pass through the register-
ing apertures of said sections, whereby they
may be locked in a desired relation and ad-
justment, and a series of non-adjustable
stretcher bars hinged to the non-adjustable
side of the frame.

5. A carpet stretcher comprising a central
frame, a series of stretcher bars hinged to
sald frame at right angles to the respective
sides thereof, means for lengthening and
shortening said frame in one direction,
means for lengthening and shortening cer-
tain of said stretcher bars in a different di-
rection and an adjustable stretcher bar
hinged to each corner of said frame adapted
to be disposed in alinement with the diag-
onal of the frame pasing through the corner
to which said stretcher bar is hinged.

6. A carpet stretcher comprising a central
frame, a series of stretcher bars hinged to
each side of said frame, and a toothed bar
hinged to the outer ends of the stretcher bars
disposed on the same side of the frame.
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7. A carpet stretcher comprising a central
frame, a series of stretcher bars hinged to
each side of said frame, means for lengthen-
ing and shortening said frame in one direc-

5 tion, means for lengthening and shortening
certain of said stretcher bars in a different
direction, a toothed bar hinged to the outer
end of the stretcher bars disposed on the

same side of the frame and means for length- -

ening and shortening said toothed bar. 10
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature,

in presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD H. WEGNER.
Witnesses: o
Geo. FINKE,

A. N. EMTMANN.




