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(57) Abrege/Abstract:

The bedding article includes three fabric sections having approximately the same size and positioned In registry. Two fabric baffle
strips extend In one dimension between and connected to upper and middle fabric sections, defining three interior chambers
therebetween. Two fabric baffle strips extend Iin a dimension perpendicular to the dimension between and connected to the lower
and middle fabric sections, also defining three chambers therebetween. Loose filing Is placed into all of the chambers defined by

the baffle strips.
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Abstract

BEDDING ARTICLE WITH OVERLAYING PORTIONS

The bedding article includes three fabric sections having
approximately the same size and positioned in registry. Two fabric
baffle strips extend in one dimension between and connected to upper
and middle fabric sections, defining three 1interior chambers
therebetween. Two fabric baffle strips extend 1in a dimension
perpendicular to the dimension between and connected to the lower
and middle fabric sections, also defining three  chambers
therebetween. Loose filling 1s placed 1into all of the chambers
defined by the baffle strips.



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

CA 02534116 2006-01-27

Description

BEDDING ARTICLE WITH OVERLAYING PORTIONS

Technical Field

This 1nvention relates generally to bedding articles,
and more particularly concerns such a bedding article having

upper and lower portions with chambers defined in each portion.

Background of the Invention

Various bedding articles, such as pillows, cushions
and featherbeds, as well as furniture cushions, are often filled
with loose filling such as feathers, down and polyester or other
man-made filling, or various combinations thereof. Such articles
using loose filling are typically quite comfortable, but the
filling often shifts within the article when weight 1s applied
and/or the article is compressed. During use, particularly after
extended use, the filling will shift away from the point of
compression. Re-fluffing 1s then necessary to then achieve
maximum comfort. However, during a particular period of use,
such as during a single night’s sleep, 1t i1s not practical to re-
fluff the article.

Thus, 1t would be desirable to have bedding and
related articles with a particular arrangement which reduces
shifting of the filling during use, thereby maintalning the

comfort of the article during a selected use.

Summary of the Invention

Accordingly, the bedding article comprises: first,
second and third fabric sections, the second fabric section being
intermediate the first and third fabric sections, the fabric
sections beling all approximately the same size and positioned in
registry; at least two spaced first fabric baffle strips which
extend for substantially one entire dimension of the article,
secured between the first and second fabric sections; at least
two spaced second fabric baffle strips which extend for
substantially another entire dimension of the article, which 1is

approximately perpendicular to the one dimension, secured between

the third and second fabric sections, the first baffles defining

at least three successive 1nterior chambers between the first and
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second fabric sections and the second baffles defining at least
three successive interior chambers between the second and third

fabric sections; and loose filling in all of the chambers.

Brief Description of the Drawings

Figure 1 1s an exploded view of a pillow showing the
construction of the present invention.

Figure 2 18 a top view of the upper 1layer of the
pillow of Figure 1.

Figure 3 1s a bottom view of the lower layer of the
pillow of Figure 1.

Figure 4 1s a perspective view of a featherbed which
includes an embodiment of the construction arrangement of the

present invention.

Figure 5 1s a top view of an upper portion of the

featherbed of Figure 4.

Figure 6 1s a bottom view of the lower portion of the
featherbed of Figure 4.

Figure 7 1s an exploded view of another embodiment of
the present invention.

Figure 8 1s a see-through view of a furniture cushion

embodying the present invention.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

Reference 1s now made to Figures 1, 2 and 3, which
show a pillow 10 which includes the construction and arrangement
of the present 1invention. Pillow 10 includes a top portion 12
and a bottom portion 14. The top portion includes an upper lavyer
16, while the bottom portion 14 includes a lower layer 18. The
top and bottom portions share an intermediate layer 20. The
upper, i1ntermediate and lower layers are generally rectangular in
configuration and are substantially identical. Their dimensions
will differ depending upon the actual size of the pillow. The
layers are made from a standard tick material, such as cotton.
Other fabrics could, however, be used.

Positioned between upper layer 16 and intermediate
layer 20 are two flexible fabric walls or baffles 22 and 24 which
extend in the longitudinal direction of the pillow. The baffles

22, 24 are sewn to the intermediate and upper layers along their
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lengths and divide the volume between the upper and intermediate
layers 1into three upper chambers 28, 30 and 32. In the
embodiment shown, the outboard chambers 28 and 32 are the same
width, while middle chamber 30 1s somewhat wider. Middle chamber
30 could also be smaller in width than chambers 28 and 32. The
chambers could also be equal 1n width or they could be all
different widths.

Positioned between 1ntermediate layer 20 and 1lower
layer 18 are two spaced fabric baffles 36, 38 which extend 1n the
lateral direction of the pillow. Baffles 36, 38 are sewn along
their lengths to the 1intermediate and lower layers and define
lower chambers 40, 42 and 44. Baffles 36 and 38 are arranged so
that the two outboard chambers 40 and 44 have slightly smaller
widths than middle chamber 42, although the chambers could have
the same widths, or could all have different widths, or chamber
42 could be smaller than chambers 40 and 44.

While the embodiment shown has a single intermediate
layer, two i1dentical layers could be used, one for use with the
upper layer and one with the lower layer. The space between them
could be filled. The upper and lower layers could be single
pieces of fabric, or they could be pieced, such as with multi-
color panels, to 1llustrate the various chambers.

The configuration shown defines a total of nine
sections within the pillow as a whole. The number of baffles in
the top and bottom portions can be varied. For instance, there
could be more than two baffles in either or both of the top and
bottom portions, thereby defining more than three chambers within
either or both of the top and bottom portions. The number of
pbaffles may be different 1in the top and bottom portions,
respectively; the larger number of baffles could be either in the
top or the bottom portions. Typically, the baffle members will
extend the entire distance (length or width) of the pillow. They
could be somewhat shorter, however. The baffle members 22, 24
and 36, 38 can be made of cotton, polyester or other flexible
fabric material.

The baffle members 1n the top portion could extend
longitudinally as shown, or laterally. The baffle members in the
bottom portions are approximately perpendicular to the baffle

members 1n the top portion.
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Alternatively, 1nstead of baffles, the upper and lower
layers could be sewn directly to the intermediate layer, 1i.e.
lines of stitching which extend between the intermediate and
upper layers along the lines of the baffles 22 and 24 and lines
of stitching connecting the intermediate and lower layers along
the lines of baffles 36 and 38. This embodiment 1s shown 1n
Figure 7, with upper layer 42, lower layer 44, intermediate layer
46 and several lines of stitching 48-48. 1In a variation, the top
portion could have baffles and the bottom portion 1lines of
stitching, or vice versa.

In the embodiment shown, the chambers extend
longitudinally of the pillow and laterally of the pillow,
approximately perpendicular to each other. The Dbaffles (and
hence the chambers) could be at an angle to the
longitudinal/lateral directions, but still should be

approximately perpendicular to each other. Filling 1s then

placed i1n the three chambers 1n the top portion as well as the
three chambers 1n the bottom portion. The filling can be varied,
i.e. natural filling such as feathers and/or down, or manmade
filling, including polyester or similar material, or combinations
thereof. In the arrangement shown, the filling in each of the
chambers will be approximately equal by weight. If the chambers
are equal 1n width, the filling quantity will be varied somewhat
in order to obtain the desired result of maintaining comfort and
support by preventing filling shift in the pillow during use.

Figures 4-6 show a featherbed which 1incorporates a
similar structure. The featherbed 1s shown generally at 50 and
has a top portion 52, with a plurality of successive chambers
54-54 extending laterally (across the featherbed) for the entire
length of the featherbed. The chambers 54-54 are formed by
sewlng through top layer 56 and an intermediate layer 58 of the
featherbed. In the embodiment shown, there are a total of eight
such chambers, although this number can be varied. The chambers
become slightly narrower from the respective ends of the
featherbed to the center thereof.

The bottom portion 60 1ncludes a plurality of chambers
62-62 which extend i1n a longitudinal direction (along the length
of the featherbed) for the approximate length of the featherbed.

The bottom portion 1s defined by a lower layer 63 and
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intermediate layer 58. The chambers 62-62 are defined by lines
of stitching which connect the lower layer 63 to the intermediate
layer 58. In the embodiment shown, there are a total of five
longitudinal chambers, although this number can be varied. The
width of the longitudinal chambers can vary somewhat, or they can
be all substantially equal in width.

Although the individual chambers in the top and bottom
portions of the featherbed shown are formed by lines of stitching
which directly connect the top layer and the bottom layer,
respectlively, to the i1ntermediate layer, baffle members could be
used as well, similar to that shown and described for the pillow.

Other bedding articles, 1including cushions and fiber
beds, as well as others, can be constructed using the above
structural concept. As an example, a furniture cushion is shown
in Figure 8, including top, 1intermediate and lower layers 70, 72
and 74. Baffles 7Jo-76 could be used to form the several
chambers, or the layers could be sewn together, as described
above. A side gusset 78 could be included, 1f desired.

The arrangement of the top and bottom portions and the
chambers defined within the top and bottom portions, with the
chambers in the bottom portion, extending substantially
perpendicularly to the chambers in the top portion, help to
prevent undesirable shifting of loose filling within a bedding
article, which otherwise occurs during compression of the article

during normal use.

Although a preferred embodiment of the invention has
been disclosed for purposes of illustration, it should be
understood that various changes, modifications and substitutions
can be 1ncorporated within the spirit of the invention which 1is
defined by the claims as follows.

What 1s claimed 1is:
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CLAIMS

1. A bedding article, comprising:

first, second and third fabric sections, the second
fabric section being 1intermediate the first and third fabric
sections, the fabric sections being all approximately the same size
and positioned 1n registry;

at least two spaced first fabric baffle strips which
extend for substantially one entire dimension of the article,
secured between the first and second fabric sections;

at least two spaced second fabric baffle strips which
extend for substantially another entire dimension of the article,
which 1s approximately perpendicular to the one dimension, secured
between the third and second fabric sections, the first baffles
defining at least three successive 1interior chambers between the
first and second fabric sections and the second baffles defining at
least three successive 1interior chambers between the second and
third fabric sections; and

loose filling in all of the chambers.

2 . The article of claim 1, wherein the first baffle
strips extend longitudinally of the article between the first and
second fabric sections and wherein the second baffle strips extend

laterally of the article Dbetween the second and third fabric

sections.

3. The article of claim 1, wherein the 1nterior
chambers between the first and second fabric sections or the

interior chamber between the third and second fabric sections are

substantially equal in width.

4, The article of claim 1, wherein at least one of the

first and second fabric sections 1s comprised of a plurality of

individual pieces of fabric secured together.
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5. The article of c¢laim 1, wherein the i1nterior
chambers between the first and second fabric sections are not all
equal 1n width and wherein the interior chambers between the third

and second fabric sections are not all equal 1in width.

o . The article of claim 1, wherein there are a
different number of chambers between the first and second fabric

sections than between the third and second fabric sections.

7. The article of claim 1, wherein the bedding article

1S a pillow.

8 . The article of claim 1, wherein the bedding article

1s a featherbed.

9. A bedding article, comprising:

first, second and third lower fabric sections, which are
approximately the same size and are positioned 1n registry;

at least two spaced lines of attachment connecting the
first and second fabric sections together, defining at least three

first 1ntericr chambers between the first and second fabric

sections;

at least two spaced lines of attachment connecting the
third and second layers together, defining at least three second

interior chambers between the third and second fabric sections,
wherein the chambers between the third and second fabric sections

extend approximately perpendicularly to the chambers between the

first and second fabric sections; and

loose filling located in all of the chambers.

10. The bedding article of claim 9, wherein the first
chambers extend in one dimension of the bedding article 1in either
the longitudinal or lateral dimension of the bedding article, and

the second chambers extend 1n the other dimension.
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11. The bedding article of claim 9, wherein the article
1s a pillow.
12. The bedding article of claim 9, wherein the article

1s a featherbed.

13. The bedding article of claim 9, wherein the first
chambers and the second chambers, respectively, are not all of

equal width.

14. A cushioned article, comprising:

first, second and third fabric sections, the second
fabric section being 1ntermediate the first and third fabric
sections, the fabric sections being all approximately the same size
and positioned 1n registry;

first means extending for substantially one entire
dimension of the article for securing the first and second fabric
sections along selected lines of attachment;

second means extending for substantially another entire
dimension of the article, which 1s approximately perpendicular to
the one dimension, for securing the third and second fabric
sections along selected 1lines of attachment, the first means
defining at least three successive 1nterior chambers Dbetween the
first and second fabric sections and the second means defining at
least three successive 1nterior chambers between the second and

third fabric sections; and

loose fillling 1in all of the chambers.

15. The cushioned article of claim 14, wherein the

cushioned article 1s a pillow.

16. The cushioned article of claim 14, wherein the

cushioned article is a featherbed.
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17. The cushioned article of «claim 14, wherein the

cushioned article 1s a furniture cushion.

18. The cushioned article of c¢laim 14, whereilin the

first and second means are fabric baffle strips.

19. The cushioned article of claim 14, wherein the

first and second means are lines of attachment.

20. The cushioned article of claim 14, wherein one of
the first and second means are fabric baffle strips and wherein the

other of the first and second means are lines of attachment.

21. A bedding article, comprising:

first, second and third fabric sections, the second
fabric section beilng 1ntermediate the first and third fabric
sections and 1including one or mcere fabric pileces, the fabric

sections and fabric pieces belng all approximately the same size

and positioned 1n registry;

first means extending for substantially one entire
dimension of the article for securing the first and at least one of
the fabric pieces of the second fabric sections along selected
lines of attachment;

second means extending for substantially another entire
dimension of the article, which 1s approximately perpendicular to
the one dimension, for securing the third and another of the fabric
pieces of the second fabric sections along selected lines of
attachment, the first means defining at 1least three successive
interior chambers between the first and second fabric sections and
the second means defining at least three successive 1nterior
chambers between the second and third fabric sections; and

loose filling in all of the chambers.
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22. A bedding article of claim 21, wherein the second

fabric section 1ncludes two fabric pieces, wherein the first means

secures the first fabric section and one fabric plece together,
wherein the second means secures the third fabric section and

another fabric piece together, defining an 1interilior volume between

the one and another fabric pileces.

23. A bedding article of claim 22, wherein the article

1s a pillow.

24. A bedding article, comprising:

first, second and third fabric sections, the second
fabric section being intermediate the first and third fabric
sections, the fabric sections being all approximately the same size
and positioned in registry;

at least two spaced first fabric bafflie strips which
extend for substantially all of one entire dimension of the
article, secured between the first and second fabric sections;

at least two spaced second fabric baffle strips which
extend for substantially all of another entire dimension of the
article, which is approximately perpendicular to the one dimension,
secured between the third and second fabric sections, the first
baffles defining at least three successlive 1nterior chambers
between the first and second fabric sections and the second baffles
defining at least three successive 1interior chambers between the

second and third fabric sections; and

loose filling 1in all of the chambers.

25. The article of claim 24, wherein the first baffle
strips extend longitudinally of the article between the first and
second fabric sections and wherein the second baffle strips extend

laterally of the article between the second and third fabric

sect1l1ons.
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20 . The article of claim 24, wherein the 1interior
chambers between the first and second fabric sections or the
interior chamber between the third and second fabric sections are

substantially equal in width.

27. The article of claim 24, wherein at least one of
the first and second fabric sections 1s comprised of a plurality of

individual pieces of fabric secured together.

28. The article of claim 24, wherein the interior
chambers between the first and second fabric sections are not all

equal 1n width and wherein the interior chambers between the third

and second fabric sections are not all equal 1n width.

29, The article of claim 24, wherein there are a
different number of chambers between the first and seccnd fabric

sections than between the third and second fabric sections.

30. The article of <c¢laim 24, wherein the bedding

article 1s a pillow.

31. The article of «c¢laim 24, wherein the Dbedding

article is a featherbed.

32. A bedding article, comprising:
first, second and third fabric sections, which are

approximately the same size and are positioned in registry;

at least two spaced lines of attachment, extending for
substantially all of the entire dimension of the article,
connecting the first and second fabric sections together, defining
at least three first interior chambers between the first and second
fabric sections;

at least two spaced 1lines of attachment, extending for
substantially all of another entire dimension of the article,

connecting the third and second layers together, defining at least
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three second interior chambers between the third and second fabric
sections, wherein the chambers between the third and second fabric
sections extend approximately perpendicularly to the chambers
between the first and second fabric sections; and

loose fi1lling located in all of the chambers.

33. The bedding article of claim 32, wherein the fairst
chambers extend in one dimension of the bedding article 1n eilther
the longitudinal or lateral dimension of the bedding article, and

the second chambers extend 1n the other dimension.

34 . The bedding article of <claim 32, wherein the

article 1s a pilllow.

35. The bedding article of claim 32, wherein the

article 1s a featherbed.

36. The bedding article of claim 32, wherein the first
chambers and the second chambers, respectively, are not all of

equal width.

37. A cushioned article, comprising:

first, second and third fabric sections, the second
fabric section being intermediate the first and third fabric
sections, the fabric sections being all approximately the same size
and positioned 1n registry;

first means extending for substantially all of one
entire dimension of the article for securing the first and second

fabric sections along selected lines of attachment;

second means extending for substantially all of another
entire dimension of the article, which 1S approximately
perpendicular to the one dimension, for securing the third and
second fabric sections along selected lines of attachment, the
first means defining at least three successive 1nterior chambers

between the first and second fabric sections and the second means
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defining at least three successive 1interior chambers between the

second and third fabric sections; and

loose fi1lling in all of the chambers.

38. The cushioned article of c¢laim 237, wherein the

cushioned article 1s a pillow.

39, The cushioned article of c¢laim 37, wherein the

cushioned article 1s a featherbed.

40. The cushioned article of claim 37, wherein the

cushioned article 1s a furniture cushion.

41. . The cushioned article of c¢laim 37, wherein the

first and second means are fabric baffle strips.

42 . The cushioned article of claim 37, wherein the

first and second means are lines of attachment.

43, The cushioned article of claim 37, wherein one of
the first and second means are fabric baffle strips and wherein the

other of the first and second means are lines of attachment.

44. A bedding article, comprising:

first, second and third fabric sections, the second
fabric section being intermediate the first and third fabric
sections, wherein one or more of the fabric sections comprises one
or more fabric pieces, the fabric sections being all approximately
the same size and positioned 1in reglstry;

first means extending for substantially all of one

entire dimension of the article for securing the first and second
fabric sections along selected lines of attachment;

second means extending for substantially all of another
entire dimension of the article, which 1S approximately

perpendicular to the one dimension, for securing the third and the
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second fabric sections along selected 1lines of attachment, the

first means deflning at least three successive 1nterior chambers

between the first and second fabric sections and the second means

defining at least three successive 1nterior chambers between the

second and third fabric sections; and

loose fi1lling 1in all of the chambers.

45, A Dbedding article of claim 44, wherein the second
fabric section includes two fabric pieces, wherein the first means
secures the first fabric section and one fabric pilece together,
wherein the second means secures the third fabric section and
another fabric pilece together, defining an 1nterior volume between

the one and another fabric pieces.

46. A bedding article of claim 45, whereilin the article

1s a pillow.
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