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This invention relates to a condiment shaker,
particularly a salt shaker, the object being to pro-
vide a cap removable from the body thereof and
apertured for the discharge of a condiment as is
usual in condiment shakers and a means is pro-
vided to remove caked condiment in the aper-
tures and to disintegrate the upper surface of
the body of the condiment in the shaker hody.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1is a vertical section of a condiment shaker
showing my improved means for prevention of
caking of the condiment.

Fig. 2 shows an alternative form of the device.

Fig. 3 discloses another form of the device.

Fig. 4 is an end view of the means for breaking
up the caked salt or other condiment.

The preferred form of the device is shown in
Pig. 1 in which the container | is provided with
an apertured cap 2 having a threaded flange 3
to engage in the grooves provided therefor at the
upper end of the body. The cap has a. central
aperture through which a wire 4 extends and on
the outer end of the wire is a ball 5. Af its inner
end the wire is provided with a loop § and a sec-
ond wire 7 is provided with a similar loop through
which the wire of the first loop extends.

Fixed to the end of the wire 7 is a disintegrator.

having a body 8 and a series of sharp pointed
wires 9 extending therefrom in various directions.
By rotation of the ball end 5 the disintegrator is
caused to turn and may occupy various positions
with the wire T aligned with or at an angle to the
wire 4. Some of the wires, as for instance §’,
extend upwardly at an angle to the vertical and
by pulling the ball § upwardly these wires 8’ en-
gage the aperfures 2 in the cap and by rotation
clear the cap of caked condiment.

An alternative form of the device is shown in
Fig. 2 which includes a wire {8 to the outer end of
which is fixed a ball {{. The inner end of the wire
18 is bent upon itself to provide the loops {2 and
{3. There is a disintegrator {4 of the same char-
acter shown at 8 in Fig. 1 which is provided with
a wire {58 having a loop {8 engaging in the loop
{2 of the wire 10. A like disintegrator I7 has a
wire 18 and the loop end of which engages in the
loop {3 of the wire (8. The disintegrators in Fig.
2 are smaller than the disintegrator in Fig. 1.
By rotation of the ball {{ the disintegrators are
turned about the vertical axis of the body . The
device shown in Fig. 2 is particularly useful in
large diameter salt shakers.

In Fig. 3 a disintegrator {9 similar to that
shown at 8 in Fig, 1 is shown and has a wire 20
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fixed thereto which extends through an aperture
in the cap 2 and is rotatable by means of the ball
2 in the end thereof. This form of the inven-
tion is particularly useful in small condiment con-
tainers and the loops, such as shown at 6 in Fig. 1,
are dispensed with.

With either of the forms of the disintegrator
the same result is attained in that the caked salt
at the surface of the body thereof is broken up
in fine particles that will pass through the aper-
tures.in the cap and in the form shown in Figs.
3 and 4 the upwardly projecting pins 8’ engage
the apertures in the cap. By rotation of the ball
end 2{ a majority, if not all, of the apertures are
freed from caked salt.

In shaking the device in the usual manner the
projecting pins 8’ tend to free the apertures of
salt and to disintegrate the body of salt within
the shaker and further tends to remove salt ad-
hering to the inner surface of the body.

It is believed obvious from the foregoing de-
scription and drawing that my improved device
for breaking caked salt and preventing an accu-
mulation of salt in the shaker top is simple and
inexpensive in construction and that the various
features and objects of the invention are attained
by the structure shown and described.

Having thus briefly described my invention, its
utility and mode of operation, what I claim and
desire to secure by Letters Patent of the United
States is:

1. A condiment shaker comprising a body hav-
ing an apertured cap, a wire like element extend-
ing through a central aperture of the cap, means
at the outer end of the wire like element by which
it may be manually rotated, a half ball like ele-
ment on the inner end of the wire like element
having a series of pins projecting at various
angles to the axis of said half ball like element
whereby rotation of the said means rotates the
disintegrator and breaks up caked portions of
the condiment.

2. A salt shaker comprising a body having an
apertured cap for the discharge of salt, a wire

5 like element extending through the central aper-

ture of the cap, the inner end of the wire like
element having a pair of oppositely disposed loops,
a pair of disintegrators each having a wire like
portion looped in the respective loops in the first
named wire like element, said disintegrators each
having a series of pin like elements projecting
upwardly and a series of pin like elements in the
body thereof extending at various angles to the
supporting wire like elements whereby on rota-
tion of the ball end, the disintegrators are caused
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