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The webcam mount of the invention comprises a base clamp 
capable of being removably attached to almost any desired 
mounting or Support Such as a table, the back of a chair, or 
a bookshelf. Attached to the base clamp is a flexible arm. 
The arm terminates in a camera Support member. The 
camera Support member further comprises a camera Secur 
ing Surface that allows a webcam or other digital image 
capturing device to quickly and easily be removably Secured 
to the camera Support member. AS the arm of the camera 
mount is flexible, a webcam mounted thereon may be placed 
in a wide variety of positions and angles relative to the 
mounting Surface while remaining fixed to the camera 
Support member by the camera Securing Surface. 
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WEBCAM MOUNT FOR FLEXBLE POSITONING 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates to a camera mount for 
flexible positioning of a camera, that is particularly useful 
for a webcam or other any other type of digital image 
capturing device. AS used herein, the term “webcam’ refers 
to any type of digital image capturing device Suitable for use 
in conjunction with a computer for capturing and displaying 
digital images and Streaming video which in turn may 
transmitted electronically over the internet also known as the 
“web’ or “world wide web’. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 Digital or electronic image capturing devices have 
become very popular among computer users in recent years. 
The advent of multiple, high Speed digital data communi 
cation has made the use of digital imaging very desirable 
Since it allows one to instantly and reliably transmit captured 
images and Streaming Video over the internet at low cost. 
Similarly, the advent of powerful yet affordable personal 
computers and their associated Software has brought 
advanced techniques for Storing and manipulating Such 
captured images and Streaming video, and integrating them 
electronically and instantaneously (e.g. with other images 
and related data Such as text and numbers). 
0003. In many cases, personal computers are being sold 
with digital image capturing devices Such as webcams. Such 
webcams tend to be small and very lightweight. The prob 
lem however, is that the webcam is So lightweight, that it 
does not remain Securely in place on a Surface. Many 
computer users tend to place the camera on the top of the 
computer monitor. Any slightjarring of the computer moni 
tor, and the camera is toppled. Also, the electrical cable that 
attaches the camera to the computer tends to be heavier than 
the camera and unwieldy in relation to the camera and also 
tends to topple or displace the camera. 
0004 Some, but not all of the webcams include threaded 
openings or apertures on their base for mounting on a 
Standard camera tripod designed to engage the aperture at 
the base of a Standard camera. However, a Standard camera 
tripod is very limited with regard to placement of the 
camera, and usually allows the camera to remain in only one 
position relative to the tripod and the Surface upon which the 
tripod is placed. In addition, most Standard tripods must sit 
on a flat Surface, Such as the floor or a table and are not 
useful where Such a Surface is not readily available or 
accessible relative to the computer. 
0005 Therefore, there is a need for an improved camera 
mount capable of easily Securing a webcam or any other 
lightweight digital capturing device to almost any Surface or 
Support that is convenient to the user, and that allows the 
user to flexibly position the camera in a wide variety of 
positions and angles relative to the Surface or Support that 
the camera is mounted. 

0006. In U.S. Pat. No. 2,510,198, a flexible positioner is 
described. The described positioner has a mounting System 
that includes a forked clamping member with arms for 
Securing the mount to a Surface or other Support as well as 
a flexible cable made up a plurality of Socket-like Segments 
parts that are mated in Such a way as to allow the cable to 
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bend in any desired configuration. Unlike the instant inven 
tion, there is no camera Support member having a camera 
Securing Surface as described in the instant invention. 
0007 U.S. Pat. No. 5,664,750, describes a camera mount 
for adjustably fixing a camera in a predetermined position. 
Unlike the instant invention, this camera mount does not 
Show, describe, or Suggest the camera Securing Surface of the 
present invention. None of the above inventions and patents, 
taken either Singly or in combination, is seen to describe the 
instant invention as claimed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0008 Briefly, the camera mount of the invention com 
prises a base clamp capable of being removably attached to 
almost any desired mounting or Support Such as a table, the 
back of a chair, or a bookshelf. Attached either directly or 
indirectly to the base clamp is a flexible arm. The arm 
terminates in a camera Support member. The camera Support 
member further comprises a camera Securing Surface that 
allows a camera to quickly and easily be removably Secured 
to the camera Support member. AS the arm of the camera 
mount is flexible, a webcam mounted thereon may be placed 
in a wide variety of positions and angles relative to the 
mounting Surface while remaining fixed to the camera 
Support member by the camera Securing Surface. 
0009. Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to 
provide an improved camera mount for flexible positioning 
of a webcam or other digital image capturing device, and 
that overcomes the disadvantages of the prior art in a simple, 
effective and inexpensive manner. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0010. In the following drawings, like reference characters 
designate the same or Similar parts throughout the Several 
views. 

0011 FIG. 1 is an exploded view of a first embodiment 
of the invention. 

0012 FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a second embodi 
ment of the invention 

0013 FIG.3 is a perspective view of a third embodiment 
of the invention. 

0014 FIG. 4a-c is a detail topside view, a sectional side 
View and detailed underside View respectively, of the camera 
Support member. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

0.015 Three preferred embodiments are shown in FIGS. 
1, 2, and 3. All three embodiments include a base clamp 10 
that is of conventional design and is generally an omega 
shaped member having clamping arms 12 adapted to engage 
opposite sides of an object or Surface, an adjusting Screw 13 
for adjusting the clamps 12, and an arm receiving aperture 
28 as shown in the exploded views in FIGS. 1 and 3. Such 
clamps are generally well known in the art. All three 
embodiments shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 comprise a flexible 
arm 20 having a first arm end 16 and a second arm end 18. 
Flexible arms of various types are readily purchased and 
well known in the art as will be discussed later. 
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0016 Many flexible arms that can be easily purchased are 
designed to be received into a Standard clamp Such as base 
clamp 10 in FIGS. 1, 2, and 3. FIG.2 shows an embodiment 
wherein the first arm end 16 of flexible arm 20 is docked 
directly into the base clamp 10. In the embodiment shown in 
FIG.3, a coupling device shown generally by the number 30 
having an aperture 50 for receiving first arm end 16, and a 
protruding base 52 for docking with arm receiving aperture 
28 on base clamp 10 is another option for securing flexible 
arm 20 to base clamp 10. Yet another embodiment for 
securing flexible arm 20 to base clamp 10 is shown in FIG. 
1. The coupling device shown in FIG. 1 comprises two 
parts, a first part 1 that is adapted to receive a first arm end 
16 and is capable of being threaded into a Second part 2 of 
the coupling device. The Second part 2 of the coupling 
device is further adapted to be received by the arm receiving 
aperture 28 of the base clamp 10. 
0017 Turning now to the types of flexible arms useful 
with the invention, FIGS. 1, 2, and 3 show three different 
types of preferred flexible arms. The flexible arm 20 of FIG. 
1 comprises a flexible material made of interlocking Socket 
like Segments of metal, plastic, or other Suitable material. An 
example of Such interlocking Socket-like material is Sold 
under the trademark LOC-LINE(E) available from Lockwood 
Products, Inc. of Lake OSwego, Oreg. Alternatively, in a 
second embodiment shown in FIG. 2, the arm 20 may 
comprise a rigid material interrupted by integral flexible 
joints 22 at Spaced intervals which allow the arm to have a 
"Zig-Zag configuration through various angles. One or more 
of the integral flexible joints 22 shown in FIG. 2 may be 
replaced by integral ball joints or friction joints as is known 
in the art. In yet another embodiment shown in FIG. 3, the 
flexible material of the arm 20 may consist of a resiliently 
deformable material in the general shape of a tube, also 
known in the art as “goose neck’. 
0.018. In each of the embodiments of the invention as 
exemplified in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, the flexible arm 20 is 
preferably twenty-one inches or leSS in order to achieve 
maximum usefulneSS for its purpose. Optionally, the arm 20 
may further comprise clips or other Securing devices capable 
of Securing an electrical wire, cable or lead that may, for 
example, connect the webcam or other digital image cap 
turing device to the personal computer or other appropriate 
device, to the arm 20 Such that the cable or wire is held 
neatly out of the way of the camera user and also provides 
further stabilization of the camera. Suitable clips are well 
known in the art and Such clipS may be permanently or 
removably attached at various intervals along the flexible 
arm 20. 

0019. In each of the embodiments shown in FIGS. 1, 2, 
and 3, the flexible arm 20 terminates in a camera Support 
member 24 at the opposite end to the clamp 10. FIG. 2 
shows one embodiment wherein the flexible arm 20 and the 
camera Support member 24 are connected as one integrated 
piece. FIG. 3 shows an alternative embodiment wherein the 
second arm end 18 is adapted with a threaded protrusion 80 
that is capable of being threaded into a complementary 
aperture 62 on the underside 63 of the camera Support 
member 24 as shown in FIGS. 4b and 4c. Many of the 
flexible arms that can be easily purchased come Standard 
with a threaded protrusion such as threaded protrusion 80 as 
shown in FIG. 3. FIG. 1 shows yet another embodiment for 
Securing the flexible arm 20 to the camera Support member 
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24. In FIG. 1, the flexible arm 20, comprising interlocking 
Socket-like materials, is Secured at the Second arm end 18 to 
an adaptor socket link 60 which is in turn secured to 
threaded socket link 61 which in turn is screwed into the 
complementary aperture 62 on the underside 63 of the 
camera support member 24 as is shown in FIGS. 4b and 4c. 
0020 FIGS. 1-4 show the camera support member 24. 
The camera Support member 24 may be of any shape or size 
So long as it comprises a Surface that is large enough to 
Support a lightweight digital image capturing device Such as 
a webcam. The topside 65 of the camera support member 24 
further comprises a camera Securing Surface 26. The camera 
Securing Surface 26 can be any Surface that is capable of 
removably Securing the webca, to the camera mount of the 
invention regardless of the flexible positioning of the camera 
mount, with the proviso that the camera Securing Surface 26 
does not consist of a threaded protrusion capable of being 
inserted into a corresponding receiving aperture of a digital 
image capturing device, a webcam or a Standard camera. The 
camera Securing Surface 26 is preferably a hook and loop 
surface such as VELCRO.(R) that is capable of receiving and 
mating with a corresponding hook and loop Surface that is 
attached to the bottom of a camera. Preferably, the webcam 
or other digital image capturing device is lightweight 
enough to be capable of adhering to the camera Support 
member of the camera mount Via the mated hook an loop 
material regardless of the positioning of the flexible arm of 
the camera mount relative to the Surface on which the 
camera mount is attached. It may be necessary for the 
individual using a lightweight webcam, to attach the hook 
and loop material that corresponds to the hook an loop 
material on the camera Securing Surface 26 to the base of the 
webcam prior to using the present invention. Alternatively, 
the camera Securing Surface 26 may comprise a tacky 
Substance that allows the camera to remain removably 
Secured to the camera mount regardless of the position or 
angle of the camera while Secured to the camera mount. 
Examples of Such tacky Substances that provide for Secure 
removable attachment and that maintain their tacky nature 
for long periods of time are known in the art and include but 
is not limited to, double sided tape. 
0021. It is understood that the present invention is not 
limited to just those embodiments described above, but 
encompasses any and all embodiments within the Scope of 
the following claims. 

1. A camera mount for flexible positioning of a webcam 
or other digital image capturing device, comprising: 

a base clamp for attaching Said camera mount to a 
Support, Said base clamp comprising at least one arm 
receiving aperture; 

a flexible arm having a first arm end Secured in Said at 
least one arm receiving aperture of Said base clamp, 
Said arm further having a Second arm end terminating 
in a camera Support member, wherein Said flexible arm 
comprises a continuous length of flexible material 
Selected from the group consisting of a plurality of 
interlocking Socket-like Segments and a resiliently 
deformable tube; 

a camera Securing Surface affixed to, or integral with, Said 
camera Support member, Said camera Securing Surface 
adapted for removably Securing a camera to Said cam 
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era Support member, with the proviso that Said camera 
Securing Surface is not a threaded protrusion; and 

a webcam or other digital image capturing device remov 
ably Secured to the camera Securing Surface. 

2-7 (canceled) 
8. The camera mount of claim 1 wherein Said camera 

Securing Surface consists of a hook and loop material. 
9. The camera mount of claim 1 wherein said camera 

Securing Surface consists of a tacky material. 
10. A camera mount for flexible positioning of a webcam 

or other digital image capturing device, comprising: 
a base clamp for attaching Said camera mount to a 

Support, Said base clamp comprising at least one arm 
receiving aperture; 

a flexible arm having a first arm end Secured in Said at 
least one arm receiving aperture of Said base clamp, 
Said arm further having a Second distal end terminating 
in a camera Support member, wherein Said flexible arm 
comprises a continuous length of flexible material 
Selected from the group consisting of a plurality of 
interlocking Socket-like Segments and a resiliently 
deformable tube; 

a camera Securing Surface affixed to Said camera Support 
member, wherein Said camera Securing Surface is a 
hook and loop material; and 

a webcam or other digital image capturing device remov 
ably Secured to the camera Securing Surface. 
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11. A camera mount for flexible positioning of a webcam 
or other digital image capturing device, comprising: 

a base clamp for attaching Said camera mount to a 
Support, Said base clamp comprising at least one arm 
receiving aperture; 

a flexible arm having a first arm end Secured in Said at 
least one arm receiving aperture of Said base clamp, 
Said arm further having a Second arm end terminating 
in a camera Support member, wherein Said flexible arm 
comprises a rigid material interrupted at intervals by 
flexible joints, ball joints or a combination thereof, 
whereby Said arm may be bent into various positions, 

a camera Securing Surface affixed to, or integral with, Said 
camera Support member, Said camera Securing Surface 
adapted for removably Securing a camera to Said cam 
era Support member, with the proviso that Said camera 
Securing Surface is not a threaded protrusion; and 

a webcam or other digital image capturing device remov 
ably Secured to the camera Securing Surface. 

12. The camera mount of claim 11 wherein Said camera 
Securing Surface consists of a hook and loop material. 

13. The camera mount of claim 11 wherein Said camera 
Securing Surface consists of a tacky material. 


