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writing-pad, or other article; and with these 

separate parts of my improvement are desig 
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hold the thigh when placed thereon without 

backward movement of the holder, and the 
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 71 6,128, dated December 16, 1902. 
Application filed July 12, 1902, Serial No, ll 5,299. (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL STEDEKER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
sides may be provided with straps by which 
the device may be secured to the leg or thigh. 
(Shown in Fig. 1.) 
The body portion a of the holder is pro 

vided with two parallel keepers b, in which 
is mounted a slide c, provided with an up 
wardly-directed knob, projection, or head c, 
provided with a socket adapted to receive a 
pin d, provided with a head d, to which is 
pivoted a support e, which is semitubular in 
form and provided centrally of the back and 
near the lower end thereof with jaws e, be 

of New York, have invented certain new and 

tween which the head d of the pin d is se 

useful Improvements in Holders for Books or 
other Articles, of which the following is a full 
and complete specification, such as will enable 
those skilled in the art to which it appertains 
to make and use the same. 
The object of this invention is to provide 

an improved device for holding books, writ 
ing-pads, and other articles, a further object 
being to provide a device of this class which 
is adapted to be supported on the leg of a 
person sitting in a chair, so as to hold a book, 

cured by means of a pin d, provided at one 
end with a thumb-nut d. 
The support e is provided at its opposite 

sides with wings or plates e, on which are 
mounted laterally - movable supplemental 
wings or plates f, which are connected there 
with by means of pins f', secured to the wings 
or plates e and passing through slots f, 
formed in the supplemental wings or plates 
f, and said supplemental wings or plates fare 
provided at their upper and lower edges with 
flanges or keepersf, which overlap the up 
per and corresponding edges of the Wings or 
plates e and assist in holding the supplemen 
tal wings or plates in position, and said sup 
plemental wings or plates are also provided 
at their outer edges each with keepersf, which 
are designed to receive the free or outer edges 
of the sides or backs of a bookbinding, as 
shown in Fig. 1, when it is desired to support 
a book on the holder. 
The bottom keepers f at the bottom edges 

of the supplemental wings or plates fare also 
provided with forwardly-directed extensions 
f, which serve as supports for the book and 
prevent it from slipping downward off of the 
wings or plates f, and by providing the sup 
plemental wings or plates f and making them 
laterally adjustable the device is adapted for 
use in connection with books of different sizes, 
and the said supplemental wings or plates may 
be held in any desired position on the wings 
or platese simply by frictional contact there 
with. 

It will be observed that the support e may 
be turned laterally or forwardly and back 
wardly, the lateral turning thereof being ac 
complished by means of the pin d, which is 
movable in the head c, and the forward-and 

and other objects in view the invention con 
sists in a device of the class specified com 
structed as hereinafter described and claimed. 
The invention is fully disclosed in the fol 

lowing specification, of which the accompa 
nying drawings form a part, in which the 

nated by suitable reference characters in 
each of the views, and in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 

proved holder for books, writing-pads, or other 
articles and showing the method of using the 
same; Fig. 2, a front view of the holder; Fig. 
3, a side view thereof, and Fig. 4 a plan view 

In the practice of my invention I provide 
a device of the class specified comprising a 
main oblong body portion a, composed of 

and concaved in cross-section on its under 
side and convex on its outer side and adapted 
to be placed on the leg of a person sitting in 
a chair, as shown in Fig. 1, and to fit said leg 
adjacent to the knee and provided at its front 
end with a downwardly-directed member a, 
which overlaps the knee and prevents the 

parts a, and aof the holder are adapted to fit 
and conform to the knee and that portion of 
the thigh adjacent to the knee, as clearly 
shown in Fig. 1. 
The sides a of the holder may be made of 

spring material and Wide enough to grasp and 

any other means of attachment, or the said 
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backward turning of the support e being ac 
complished by means of its connection with 
the head of the pin d. 
The entire device may be made of any suit 

able material; but all the parts thereof are 
preferably made of sheet metal, and it will be 
apparent that the part e of the support need 
not be exactly semitubular in form, and va 
rious changes in and modifications of the sep 
arate parts of my improvement may be made 
without departing from the spirit of my in 
vention or sacrificing its advantages. I re 
serve the right to make all such alterations 
therein as fairly come within the scope of my 
invention. 
In Fig. 1 of the drawings I have shown at 

g a book Supported on my improved holder 
and in position for use, and it will be appar 
ent that the support member may be moved 
longitudinally of the part a, so as to bring the 
book nearer to or farther from the eyes of 
the reader, and the said book may be also 
turned laterally or moved forwardly or back 
Wardly, and the exact position necessary may 
thus be attained at all times. The device 
may also be used for holding a writing tablet 
or pad and various other articles, such as 
artists' or drafting materials. 

Having fully described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A device of the class described compris 
ing a body portion adapted to be placed on 
the thigh of a person in a sitting position and 
having side members which inclose the thigh 
and by which it is held thereon, a slide mov 
able longitudinally of said body portion, and 
a book-support connected with said slide and 
adapted to be turned laterally and moved for 
Wardly and backwardly, substantially as 
shown and described. 

2. A device of the class described, compris 
ing a body portion adapted to be placed on 
the thigh of a person in a sitting position, a 
slide movable longitudinally of said body 
portion, and a book or other support connect 
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ed with said slide so as to be turned laterally 
or moved forwardly and backwardly, said 
support being provided with side wings or 
plates projecting laterally therefrom, and 
with laterally-adjustable supplemental Wings 
or plates connected therewith, substantially 
as shown and described. 

3. A device of the class described, compris 
ing a body portion adapted to be placed on 
the thigh of a person in a sitting position, a 
slide movable longitudinally of said body 
portion, and a book or other support connect 
ed with said slide so as to be turned later 
ally or moved forwardly and backwardly, 
said support being provided with side wings 
or plates projecting laterally therefrom, and 
with laterally-adjustable supplemental wings 
or plates connected there with, said supple 
mental wings or plates being provided at their 
outer edges with keepers and at their bottom 
edges with supplemental supports, substan 
tially as shown and described. 

4. A device of the class described, compris 
ing a main body portion adapted to be placed 
on the thigh of a person in sitting position 
and to clamp and hold the same, said main 
body portion being provided with a down 
wardly-directed knee portion, and at the top 
thereof with two longitudinal keepers, a slide 

So 
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mounted in said keepers and provided with 
a knob or head, a pin mounted in said knob 
or head and adapted to turn laterally there 
in and a support pivotally connected with 
said pin and adapted to turn forwardly and 
backwardly, said support being adapted to 
hold a book or other article, substantially as 
shown and described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 10th 
day of July, 1902. 

SAMUEL STEDEKER. 
Witnesses: 

F. A. STEWART, 
C. E. MULREANY. 

  


