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A process and apparatus for isolating and purifying nucleic acids and other target molecules directly from blood, plasma, urine, cell
cultures and the like by totally automated means, without centrifugation, aspiration or vacuum; after mixing and heating a nucleic acid
containing sample with lysis reagent in an environmentally isolated compartment, nucleic acids are absorbed onto a binding filter and eluted
in a small volume using heated elution reagent; a preferred embodiment
from a sample of fresh blood. Another embodiment purifies target molecules from a multitude of s
for each embodiment include disposable isolation and detection devices and associated reagents.

purifies nucleic acids and automatically detects target sequences
amples held in microtiter plates; test kits
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Process of isolating and purifying nucleic acids and the
like, and machine for carrying out the process.

2. Claim : 17

Sample tubes having protrusions on their internal surfaces
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