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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Wire F. WeLLmMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Hoxie, in the county of Sheridan and State
of Kansas, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Detachable Bed-
stead Sides, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had therein to
the accompanying drawing.

This invention relates to side rails for bed-
steads and the principal object of the inven-
tion is the production of an efficient side
rail which may be adjustably mounted upon
the bed in such a manner as to conveniently
hold the clothes thereon or in such a way as
to constitute a support for a mosquito net
or the like.

Another object of the invention is the pro-
duction of a simple and efficient clamping
means which is adapted to adjustably hold
the side rail of the bed in any desired posi-
tion thereon.

With these and other objects in view this
invention consists of certain novel combina-
tions, comstructions and arrangements of
parts as will be hereinafter fully described
and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure
1is a side elevation of a bed showing the de-
tachable sides carried thereby, Fig. 2 is a
top plan view of the device. Fig. 8is a side

elevation of a portion of the bed showing.

the side rails in a lowered position. Fig. 4
i a perspective view of one of the side rails.
Tig. 5 is a fragmentary view of a portion
of one of the corner posts illustrating how
the side rails are held in engagement there-
with. Fig. 6 is a perspective view of one of
the clamping fingers. Fig. 7 is a side ele-
vation of a slightly modified form of the
clamping finger. Fig. 8 is a slightly modi-
fied form of the device illustrating how the
clamping finger may be adjusted. :

Referring to the accompanying drawings
by numerals 1 indicates the head posts, and
2, the foot posts of the bed. These posts are
connected by the usual braces 3 and are
also provided with a mattress and bed cloth-
ing 4. .

Tn order to hold the bed clothing 4 in
position or for preventing a child or a per-
son from rolling out of a bed, there is pro-
vided on each side of the bed a side rail
which is held in adjustable engagement
therewith. This side rail is formed of a
U-shaped body 5, this body 5 being formed

from a single strip of material bent inter-
mediate its ends so as to allow the side por-
tions to extend parallel. The usual bracing
rungs 6 are carried by the body 5 so as to
efficiently brace the same and also to prevent
an object from passing therebetween. It will,
of course, be noted that the body 5 is pro-
vided with the extending ends 7 and elon-
gated arm 8. In order to support this side
rail upon the posts 1 and 2, the head post 1
is provided with a plurality of clamping
fingers 9 which are formed so as to consti-
tute a substantially L-shaped  structure.
This clamping finger is reduced so as to
constitute an elongated threaded bolt sec-
tion 10 which passes through the posts 1 of
the bed. A nut 11 may then be placed upon
the threaded portion 10 of the finger 9 so as
to securely hold the same in engagement with
the posts. It will be noted that the bolt
portion 10 extends for a considerable dis-
tance beyond the nut in Fig. 5 for allowing
different sized posts to be accommodated.
After the nut has been placed thereon, the
protruding portion of the bolt portion 10
may be removed.

It will be necessary in using this device to
provide the head posts 1 with one or more
pairs of the clamping fingers while the foot
posts may be provided with only one or
more as desired of the clamping fingers.
When the side rail is positioned upon the
posts the arm 8 will be carried by the clamp-
ing finger 9 which is attached to one of the
posts 2 while the ends will be carried by a
pair of the clamping fingers 9 carried by the
posts 1. When the side rail is carried in
the position as illustrated in Fig. 8, the bed
clothes will be prevented from rolling up
and falling off the bed and moving out of
position, or a person or child will be pre-
vented from falling out of the bed as the
rungs 6 will hold the person and prevent

‘him from falling. If, however, it is de-

sired to use the side rails to support a mos-
quito net, each side rail may be raised as
in Fig. 1, so as to allow the arm 8 to be car-
ried by the pair of clamping fingers of the
posts 2 while the ends 7 will be carried by a
pair of the clamping fingers of the posts 1.
A net may be then thrown over the side
rails so as to extend down and engage the
bed posts 2 for preventing the mosquito
from entering thereunder. '

By referring to Fig. 7 it will be noted
that the posts 12 may be provided with a
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slightly modified form of clamping finger
18, this finger 18 being held in position by
means of the threaded portion 14 and nut
15. This clamping finger is, however, pro-
vided with the notches 16 which are adapted
to receive either the arm 8 or the ends 7 of
the side rail. After the rail has been placed
in position and a nut placed upon the
threaded portion 14 the side rail will be se-
curely clamped in position and will be held
against- any accidental upward movement.
This finger 13 is also provided with a round
head 17 at its upper portion which is adapt-
ed to prevent the rail from accidentally mov-
ing from engagement therewith provided
the finger should accidentally become loos-
ened. If this finger should become loosened
and the rail is moved upwardly it will
strike upon the head 17 and will be pre-
vented from moving from engagement with
the finger. By using this form of device,
it will be seen that if the bed is used for a
child and the side rail is accidentally hit,
the rail will not move upwardly far enough
to allow the child to fall from the bed.

In Tig. 8 the post 18 is provided with a
slot 19 wherethrough passes the threaded
bolt portion 10 of the clamping finger 9.
In this manner it will be seen that if it is
only desired to move the rail upward for a
short distance, the nut may be loosened and
the finger moved upwardly within the slot
19. TIn this manner the rail may be adjust-
ed according to the thickness of the bed
clothes by moving the finger within the
slot 19.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that a simple and eflicient means has
been produced for retaining the bed clothes
upon the bedstead and at the same time may
be - easily adjusted for supporting a mos-
quito net 1f desired.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed, is o

1. In a device of the class described the
combination with a bedstead having corner
posts, L-shaped clamping fingers carried by
said corner posts, said fingers provided with
a threaded bolt portion, said bolt portion
adapted to pass through one of said posts

1,003,958

and receive the nut for holding the fingers
in engagement with the posts, and side rails
detachably carried by said clamping fingers.

9. In a device of the class described the
combination with a bed having corner posts,

‘L-shaped clamping fingers detachably car-

rvied by said posts, side rails carried by said
fingers, each of said side rails comprising a
U-shaped body having spaced rungs posi-
tioned therebetween, an arm extending from
one end of said U-shaped body, said arm
adapted to be engaged by one of said
clamping fingers, and the outer end of said
U-shaped body adapted to be engaged by a
plurality of said clamping fingers for hold-
ing said-side rail in position upon the posts.
© 3. In a device of the class described the
combination with- a bed ‘having corner
posts, L-shaped clamping fingers carried by
said corner posts, said fingers each provided
with a plurality of notched portions, side
rails -carried by said clamping fingers, said
side rails adapted to be engaged by said
notclied portions whereby said side rails will
be held 1n a clamped engagement with said
clamping fingers, and said posts, said clamp-
ing fingers each provided at its upper por-
tion with an enlarged round head adapted
to prevent the accidental removal of said
rails from engagement therewith provided
the clamping fingers become accidentally
loosened.

4. In a device of the class described the
combination with a bed having corner posts,
each of said posts provided with a vertical
slot, clamping fingers carried by said posts,
said clamping fingers provided with thread-
ed bolt portions passing through said slots,
side rails carried by saild clamping fingers,
means for holding said clamping fingers
within said slots, said fingers adapted to
move upwardly or downwardly within said
slots for adjusting the height of the side

rails, as described.

In testimony whercof I hercunto affix my
signature in presence of five witnesses.
WILLIE F. WELLMAN.
Witnesses:
M. D. Garroery,
C. E. MoxTecoMERY.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for

five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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