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United States Patent Office 2,806,642 
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2,806,642 
ILAIDIDER (OEMIRSET APIPARATUS 
Bernardo A. Miele, Cambridge, Mass. 

Application July 13, 1955, Serial No. 521,742 
3 Claims. (CI. 228-60) 

This invention relates to 1adder offset apparatus for 
attachment to an ordinary 1adder. 

Reference is made to my co-pending patent application, 
Serial No. 413,008, filing date March 1., * 1954. 
One object of my invention is to provide improved 

ladder offset apparatus, whereby the attachment to, and 
detachment from, a ladder can be conveniently made, and 
likewise adjustment of Said apparatus to different size 
ladders can be simply effected. 
Another object is to provide attaching means and Side 

supports, of novel construction, and cooperative arrange 
ment, whereby said apparatus occupies the minimum 
amount of space, is relatively light in weight, and enables 
a person using it to work with improved efficiency. 

- A further object is to provide such parts that can be 
manufactured in large quantities at relatively low cost, 
and which are so shaped and interfitted that assembly is 
easily and quickly effected. 
The foregoing and other objects which will appear as 

the nature of the invention is better understood, may be 
accomplished by a construction, combination and arrange 
ment of parts such as is disclosed by the drawings. The 
nature of the invention is such as to render it Susceptible 
to various changes and modifications, and therefore, I 
am not to be limited to the construction_disclosed. by the 
drawings nor to the particular parts described in the Speci 
fication; but am entitled to all Such changes therefrom as 
fall within the scope of my claims. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a top plan View of my apparatus. 
Fig. 2 is a front elevational View thereof. 
Fig. 3 is a side elevational view thereof shown attached 

to a ladder Side rail, with the rest bar resting upon the 
side of a building. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged, Sectional View taken on the line 
4—4 of Fig. 1. • 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged, sectional view taken on the line 
5—5 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged, sectional view taken on the line 
6-—6 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 7 is a side elevational view of my attaching clamp. 
As illustrated, the main frame of my apparatus has 

an upper attaching member at the front having a flat top 
10 from which a retaining fiange 12 extends downwardly 
at the rear, while at the front edge of Said top a front 14 
extends therefrom diagonally downward and forward, so 
that Said top 10 and front 14 define an obtuse angle, in 
position of use. There are two laterally extending slots 
16 through Said front 14 at opposite side portions there 
of, as shown, although a single, longer slot Would Serve 
the purpose. 

Said main frame has a lower attaching member spaced 
Vertically, in position of use, from Said upper attaching 
member and having a front 20 with two laterally extend 
ing slots 22 therethrough at opposite side portions there 
of. Extending rearwardly from the upper edge of said 
front 20 is a short fiange 24 while at the lower edge 
is a Supporting member 26 extending diagonally upward 
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front 20. • 
A right side Support 30 has a number of holes 32 there 

through for the purpose of making this part lighter' in 
Weight. This support 30 is of generally triangular shape, 
haVing a top portion 34 extending approximately hori 
ZOntal in position of use, as shown in said Fig. 3, while 
a bottom portion 38 extends diagonally upward and rear 
Ward, IeSulting in Said Support tapering considerably in 
width from front to rear. Bolts 36 fasten said top por 
tion 34 to Said flat top 10 of the upper attaching member. 
Said right Side Support 30 also has a front portion 40 · 
eXtending between Said upper and lower attaching mem 
berS, and a bolt 42 fastens it to said attaching member 
frOnt 14., and also a bolt 44 attaches the lower attaching 
Imember front 29 to Said front portion 40. A bolt 46 
attacheS Said lower attaching member diagonal Support. 
26 to Said right side Support bottom portion 38. Ex 
tending laterally inward from a Said hole 32 is a sheif 49. 
A left Side Support 50 has a number of holes there 

through to lighten its weight. This support 50 is also of 
&enerally triangular Shape, having a top portion 54 ex 
tending approximately horizontal in position of use, while 
a bottom pOrtion 58 extends diagonally upward and rear 
Ward, TeSulfing in a considerable taper in width from 
frOnt to rear. Bolts 56 fasten said top portion 54 to said 
flat top 10. - Said 1eft side support also has a front por 
tion 60 extending between Said upper and lower attach 
ing members and a bolt 62 fastens it to said attaching 
ImeLmber front i4. A bolt 64 attaches the lower attaching 
Imernber front 20 to Said front portion 60, also a bolt 66. 
attacheS Said 1ower attaching member diagonal Support 
26 to Said left Side Support bottom portion 58. Extend 
ing laterally inward from a Said hole 32 is a shelf 69. 
At the Tear ends of Said side supports 30 and 50 is a 

- rest bar 70 that, in cross section, defines a Iright angle. 
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It is fastened by bolts 72 that extend through it into said 
Side Support topS 34 and 54. This rest bar 70 extends 
laterally at both Sides well beyond said side Supports So 
that When One Works in front of a window, for instance, 
the Test bar:Will rest on side portions of the house 1aterally 
beyond the window. · 

|HOOkS 76 are movably attached to each Said side Sup 
|port by bolts 78, being supplied to hold Ieceptacles with 
handleS, Such as paint cans. 
To attach my apparatus to a ladder I provide J-shaped 

clamps Shown in Said Fig. 7, each having a shank 80 that 
iS_SCreW-threaded as at 82 at its free end. These shanks 
Slidably extend through said adjusting Slots 16 and 22. 
At the hook-end 84 of each Said Shank 80 a Stop disc 86 
is attached to keep Said clamp from Slipping out of a said 
Slot. At the Screw-threaded end 82 of the Clamp is a 
WaSher 88 and an interiorly-screw-threaded Wing -nut 90. 

Said Clamps are Slid in Said slots 16 and 22 pintil they 
are POSitioned to be placed over the side rails R of alladder: 
arid then Said wing muts 90 are tightened to hold my 
?PparatuS firmly to the ladder rails R. It is desirable to 
have the Shanks 80 of two of the Clamps, located at oppo 
Site Sides, Test On the rung or step S of a ladder to |provide 
additional Support. 

I Preferably provide a receptacle or basket 92 with Inny 
apparatuS for convenience in holding tools and other 
articles Within eaSy reach of the workman. This basket 
92. is made of open mesh material, as shown, and has an 
upWardly extending portion 94 at the front which is 
bolted as at 96 to Said retaining flange 12 of said upper 
attaching member. This basket has an intermediate por 
tion 98 extending rearwardly from Said portion 94, and 
part of it rests on Said side Support Shelves 49 and 69. 
A rear portion 100 of Said basket extends upwardly to 
wards said rest bar 70, resting on Said side Support bot 
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tom portions 38 and $8, and being bolted as at 102 to 
the latter, 
What I claim is: 
1. Ladder offset apparatus comprising a main frame. 

embodying an upper attaching member embodying a front 
and having two Slots therethrough extending laterally, 
and embodying a top extending rearwardly from Said 
front and a retaining flange extending downwardly from 
the rear thereof, a lower attaching member Spaced VeI 
tically from - Said upper attaching nnember in position of 
use embodying a front having two Slots therethrough ex 
tending laterally and embodying a Supporting member 
extending diagonally rearward and upWard, a right Side 
support attached to both Said attaching members extend 
ing rearwardly thereof. embodying a bottom extending 
inwardly and a front portion extending from and between 
said tupper and lower attaching members, means fasten 
ing. Said front portion to both Said attaching ImeimberS, a 
1eft side support attached to both Said attaching mem 
bers extending rearwardly thereof embodying a bottom 
extending inwardly and a front p?rtion extending from 
and between: both Said attaching members, means fasten 
ing said 1atter front portion to both Said attaching mem 
bers, means attaching Said side Supports to: Said Support 
ing member, a basket between Said side Supports, means 
attaching Said basket to Said retaining flange, and means 
attaching Said basket to Said side Support bottomS. 
` 2. Ladder offset apparatus comprising a main frame 
embodying an upper attaching member embodying a 
front extending diagonally downward and forward in posi 
tion of use and having two slots therethrough extending 
1aterally and embodying a top extending rearwardly from 
Said front and a retaining flange extending downwardly 
from the rear thereof, a lower attaching member Spaced 
vertically from Said upper attaching member in position 
of use embodying a front extending diagonally down 
ward and forward in position of use. and having two Slots 
therethrough extending laterally and embodying a Sup 
|porting member extending diagonally rearWard and up 
ward, a right side Support attached to both Said attach 
ing members extending and tapering in width rearWardly 
thereof embodying a bottom extending inwardly and a 
front portion extending from and between Said upper and 
1ower attaching members, means fastening Said front por 
tion to both Said attaching members, a left Side Support 
attached to. both Said attaching members extending and 
tapering in width rearwardly thereOf embodying a bottom 
extending inwardly and a front portion extending from 
and between both Said attaching members, means fasten 
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ing Said latter front portion to both Said attaching mem 
?ers, means attaching Said side Supports to Said Support 
ing member, a basket between Said side Supports, means 
attaching Said basket to Said retaining flange, and means 
attaching Said basket to Said side Support bottoms. 

3. Ladder offset apparatus comprising a main frame 
embodying an upper attaching member embodying a front 
extending diagonally downward and forward in position 
of use and having two slots therethrough extending later 
ally, and embodying a top extending rearwardly from 
Said front and a retaining fiange extending downwardly 
from the rear thereof, a lower attaching member Spaced 
Vertically from Said upper attaching member in position 
of use embodying a front extending diagonally down 
Ward and forward in position of use and having two slots 
therethrough extending laterally and embodying a Sup 
porting member extending diagonally rearward and up 
ward, a right side Support attached to both Said attach 
ing members extending and tapering in width rearwardly 
thereof. embodying a bottom extending inwardly and a 
front portion extending from and between Said upper and 
1ower attaching members, means fastening Said front por 
tion to both Said attaching member fronts, a left side Sup 
port attached to. both Said attaching members extending 
and tapering in width rearwardly thereof ermbodying a 
bottom extending inwardly and a front portion extending 
from and between both Said attaching members, . means 
fastening Said latter front portion to both Said attaching 
members, means attaching Said side Supports to Said Sup 
|porting member, a basket between Said side Supports, 
means attaching Said basket to Said retaining flange, means 
attaching Said basket to Said Side Support bottomS, and 
a rest bar attached to Said Side Supports at rear portions 
thereof and extending laterally beyond Said main frame 
in opposite directions. 
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