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Description

[0001] The current invention refers to a road toll sys-
tem, an on-board unit and a method for operating an on-
board unit, particularly an on-board unit in a road toll sys-
tem.

[0002] In many countries all over the world there are
toll roads (also known as turnpikes or tollways), for which
a fee (or toll) is assessed for passage. Different systems
for collecting the toll are known. For example, toll booths
or toll plazas where the user may pay the toll may be
positioned at entry or exit points of the toll road. Further,
electronic road toll systems are known. In electronic road
toll systems a unit (so called on-board unit) which may
be a GNSS unit (GNSS = Global Navigation Satellite Sys-
tem) is installed in the vehicle. A GNSS unit is a satellite
navigation system, which allows to determine the position
of the vehicle. Satellite navigation systems use a version
of triangulation to locate a user through calculations in-
volving information from a number of satellites. Known
GNSS systems are GPS (Global Positioning System) or
Galileo, for example.

[0003] Document US2015088618 A1 discloses a pre-
cision usage-based transportation infrastructure charg-
ing service that includes a dynamic road and infrastruc-
ture usage engine that can fairly assess road usage
based on any combination of mileage, time of day, vehicle
mass, location, road class, defined zones and other rel-
evant parameters. T

[0004] GB2448743 A discloses an asset tracking sys-
tem comprising a plurality of mobile devices to be tracked
and a central server that is able to communicate with
each of the mobile devices over a communications net-
work. Each mobile device sends position data to the cen-
tral server over the communications network. The central
server further sends position data regarding the said mo-
bile devices to each of the mobile devices over the com-
munications network. The position data may be a differ-
ence between a previous position and a current position
of each mobile device to reduce the amount of data being
transferred. T

[0005] WO9704421 A1 shows a system and method
for determining the distance travelled by a vehicle to en-
able a charge to be rendered for roadway usage.
[0006] US2004162673 A1 discloses a communica-
tions device for conveying geographic location informa-
tion over capacity constrained wireless systems.

[0007] While the vehicle is on a toll road (or in a tolling
zone), the on-board unit acquires data concerning the
vehicle position. Several approaches are known for
processing the acquired vehicle position data and calcu-
lating the payable toll. One approach is the so-called
"Thick-Client-Approach”, also known as "Fat-Client-" or
"Smart-Client-Approach”. Using the Thick-Client-Ap-
proach, the toll is calculated directly in the on-board unit.
This information is then transmitted to a central office.
An advantage of the Thick-Client-Approach is that the
data transmission volume is relatively low and tolling in-
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formation is immediately available at the central office.
However, information about toll roads and non-toll roads
as well as road toll rates needs to be stored in the on-
board unit, which results in low flexibility. For example,
if road toll rates change, such information needs to be
transmitted to all on-board units of the system. Further,
on-board units in a Thick-Client-Approach are rather
complex and, therefore, expensive.

[0008] Therefore, some countries have implemented
the so-called "Thin-Client-Approach”. Using this ap-
proach, the on-board unit determines the vehicle posi-
tion, concentrates the data and transmits this position
information to the central office. The payable toll is cal-
culated in the central office. Using the Thin-Client-Ap-
proach, the system is more flexible, as changes of road
toll rates and toll roads can easily be implemented in the
central office. However, the data transmission volume is
rather high.

[0009] The problem to be solved by the current inven-
tionis, therefore, to reduce the data transmission volume,
especially in systems that use the Thin-Client-Approach.
[0010] This problem is solved by an on-board unit ac-
cording to claim 1, a method according to claim 10 and
aroad toll system according to claim 11. Configurations
and further developments of the invention are subject of
the dependent claims.

[0011] A vehicle on-board unit for a toll road system
comprises a processor, configured to determine the po-
sition of the on-board unit in regular intervals and to pro-
vide data representing the determined positions, the data
including at least one of a latitude, a longitude and a
timestamp representing the time at which the corre-
spondent position has been determined. The on-board
unit further comprises a communication module, config-
ured to receive the data representing the determined po-
sitions, and to generate atleastone message, each mes-
sage including the data of at least two successive posi-
tions, whereby the message includes a data header and
payload, the payload including the position data, wherein
the communication module is also configured to generate
the at least one message to include a first timestamp for
a first position in each message and to omit timestamps
for atleast one successive position of the same message.
[0012] By including the data of more than one position
within one message, the total amount of data may be
reduced. For example, one header will then be sent for
several positions, not for each single position.

[0013] The communication module is configured to
generate the atleast one message to include a firsttimes-
tamp for a first position in each message and to omit
timestamps for at least one successive position of the
same message. By omitting timestamps, the size of each
message may be reduced. If the message size is kept
constant, the data of more positions may be included
within one message.

[0014] The communication module may be configured
to generate each message to include a first latitude and
afirst longitude specifying a first position and atleast one
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delta-latitude and delta-longitude specifying at least one
successive position, the delta-latitude representing a de-
viation from the first latitude and the delta-longitude rep-
resenting a deviation from the first longitude. The size of
a delta-longitude is generally smaller than the size of a
complete longitude and the size of a delta-latitude is gen-
erally smaller than the size of a complete latitude. There-
fore, message size may further be reduced by transmit-
ting delta-positions.

[0015] The communication module may be configured
to generate each message to include data of at least 16
positions, at least 356 positions or at least 710 positions.
The more positions are sent within one message, the
less headers need to be sent for a certain amount of
positions. Data traffic may therefore be reduced.

[0016] The communication module may be configured
to open a network socket to establish a connection with
a central office. The communication module may further
configured to transmit the at least one message to the
central office while the network socket is open and to
close the network socket after transmission of a prede-
termined number of messages. In this way, less network
sockets needs to be opened at the same time.

[0017] The communication module may be configured
to transmit the at least one message using the Transmis-
sion Control Protocol or the User Datagram Protocol.
[0018] The communication module may be configured
to include the latitude and longitude that define a position
each with a precision of 6 decimals. The communication
module, however, may also be configured to include the
latitude and longitude that define a position each with a
precision of 5 decimals. By reducing the number of dec-
imals, the message size may be reduced, while the pre-
cision may still be acceptable for billing purposes.
[0019] The satellite system may comprise at least four
satellites, wherein each satellite is configured to transmit
signals, the signals comprising information aboutthe time
of transmission and/or the position of the respective sat-
ellite at the time of transmission. The on-board unit may
be configured to receive signals of at least four satellites
of the satellite system at the same time when the on-
board unit is in an operating mode and to determine its
own position based on these signals. If signals of at least
four satellites are received, the position of the on-board
unit may be determined.

[0020] The road toll system may further comprise a
central office, which is configured to receive the message
from the communication module. The central office may
then do the necessary calculations for billing.

[0021] Examples are now explained with reference to
the drawings. In the drawings the same reference char-
acters denote like features.

Figure 1 illustrates in a block diagram an example of
a road toll system,
Figure 2 illustrates in a block diagram an example of

a data transfer between an on-board unit
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and a central office using a first communi-
cation protocol,
Figure 3 illustrates in a block diagram an example of
a data transfer between an on-board unit
and a central office using a second com-
munication protocol,
Figure 4 schematically illustrates a data packet that
is sent from an on-board unit to a central
office,
Figure 5 illustrates an example of contents of the da-
ta packet of Figure 4 in more detail,

illustrates an example of contents of a data
packet according to the present invention,

Figure 6

Figure 7 illustrates a further example of contents of
a data packet according to the present in-
vention,

Figure 8 illustrates in a block diagram an example of
a data transfer between an on-board unit
and a central office,

Figure 9 illustrates a further example of contents of
a data packet according to the present in-
vention,

Figure 10 illustrates in a block diagram a further ex-
ample of a road toll system, and

Figure 11  illustrates in a flow chart an example of a
method for operating an on-board unit ac-
cording to the present invention.

[0022] Figure 1 illustrates a road toll system including
a satellite system 1, an on-board unit 2 and a central
office 3. The on-board unit 2 may be installed in a vehicle,
for example. The satellite system 1 may be a global nav-
igation network system, for example, and may include at
least four satellites (not shown). The satellites are con-
figured to continually transmit signals, the signals includ-
ing the time of transmission and the position of the re-
spective satellite at the time of transmission. When the
on-board unit 2 receives the signals of at least four sat-
ellites at the same time, it may determine its own position.
This is, however, only an example. The position of the
on-board unit 2 may be determined in any other suitable
way. Data X representing the position of the on-board
unit 2 may then be transmitted to the central office 3 for
billing. Billing may be based on a distance travelled, the
time spent in a tolling zone, the location of the on-board
unit 2 within the tolling zone and vehicle characteristics,
for example.

[0023] The position of the on-board unit 2 may be de-
termined in regular intervals, e.g. every second. This,
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however, is only an example. The position may be de-
termined more or less often than every second.

[0024] For data transmission between the on-board
unit 2 and the central office 3, different communication
protocols may be used. For example, the Internet proto-
col suite (also known as TCP/IP, Transmission Control
Protocol/Internet Protocol) may be used for data trans-
mission. A data transmission according to TCP/IP is
schematically illustrated in Fig. 2. The TCP/IP provides,
prepares and forwards data packets 4 over a network. A
data packet 4 that is sent from the on-board unit 2 to a
central office 3 generally includes a header41and a mes-
sage 42, which includes the position data that is needed
for billing. A data packet 4 may have a total size of 1492
bytes, for example. The header 41 may include, among
other data, the IP (Internet Protocol) address of the cen-
tral office 3 and may have a size of 40 bytes. The mes-
sage 42 may have a size of 1492 bytes - 40 bytes = 1452
bytes, for example. This is, however, only an example.
The data packet 4, the header 41 and the message 42
may have a larger or a smaller size than specified above.
[0025] When the central office 3 receives a data packet
4, an acknowledgement 43 may be sent to the on-board
unit 2 to confirm reception of the data. Such acknowl-
edgement 43 may have a size of 40 bytes, for example.
The acknowledgement 43 may include only a header,
without any further message.

[0026] The use of TCP/IP, however, is only an exam-
ple. Another example for acommunication protocol is the
User Datagram Protocol (UDP).

[0027] A data transmission according to UDP is sche-
matically illustrated in Fig. 3. UDP uses a simple connec-
tionless transmission model with a minimum of protocol
mechanisms. The central office 3 receives the data pack-
et 5 (including a header 51 and a message 52) from the
on-board unit 2, but does not send an acknowledgement
in return. The on-board unit 2, therefore, does not know
if the central office 3 received a message. The commu-
nication protocols described above, however, are only
examples. Other communication protocols may be used
as well to transmit data from the on-board unit 2 to the
central office 3.

[0028] Referring to Fig. 4, the message 42 of a data
packet 4 is illustrated in more detail. The message 42
may contain information about the serial number OBU
SN of the on-board unit 2, which is transmitting the data.
Further, the message 42 includes a data header and the
payload, the payload including the position data. A cyclic
redundancy check CRC may be performed to detect ac-
cidental changes of the transmitted data. Therefore, a
check value CRC of a fixed size may be included in the
data packet, forming a codeword. The check value CRC
may have a size of 2 bytes, for example. When the code-
word is received, the receiving device either compares
its check value with a freshly calculated check value or
performs a CRC on the codeword and compares the re-
sulting check value with an expected residue constant.
The data header, payload and check value CRC together
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have a certain size. This size may be determined and
the data packet may further include information LEN
about this size.

[0029] Referringto Fig. 5, whichillustrates an example
of contents of the message 42 in greater detail, the serial
number OBU SN of the on-board unit may have a size
of 4 bytes. The information LEN about the size of the
data header, payload and check value CRC may have a
size of 2 bytes. Such data may be sent as plain text (non-
encrypted text). The data header may include a preamble
(1 byte), information about the size of the message (2
bytes), information about the software version that is
used by the on-board unit (1 byte), a timestamp (4 bytes),
information about the version of the communication pro-
tocol (1 byte) and acommand ID (1 byte). The data head-
er may, therefore, have a total size of 10 bytes. To reduce
the data transmission volume, information about more
than one position is transmitted in one data packet. For
example, information about 16 positions may be trans-
mitted in one data packet. In this way, only one header
is sent for several positions. If each determined position
was sent within a separate packet, a header would be
needed for every transmitted position. For each position,
a timestamp (e.g. 4 bytes) as well as information about
latitude (e.g. 4 bytes) and longitude (e.g. 4 bytes) may
be transmitted (resulting in a total size of 12 bytes for
each position). A position is generally sufficiently defined
if both latitude and longitude are known. The latitude
specifies the north-south position of a pointon the Earth’s
surface, whereas the longitude specifies the east-west
position of a point on the Earth’s surface. The payload,
therefore, may have a total size of 16 * 12 bytes = 192
bytes (if 16 positions are included in one data packet).
This results in a total size of a data packet of 192 bytes
(position data) + 4 bytes (OBU SN) + 2 bytes (LEN) + 10
bytes (data header) + 2 bytes (CRC) = 210 bytes, as-
suming that the check value CRC has a size of 2 bytes.
[0030] The total amount of data that may be typically
sent from the on-board unit to the central office within
one year will now be illustrated by means of an example.
[0031] Assuming that a vehicle is driven 8 hours per
day on weekdays only (265 days of driving per year), the
total driving time of the vehicle is 7.632.000 sec-
onds/year. If the position is determined every second and
information about 16 positions is sentin one data packet,
the number of data packets sent per year is 7.632.000/16
=477.000. This number increases to 715.500, if the ve-
hicle is driven 12 hours per day and to 954.000, when
driven 16 hours per day. An even higher number of data
packets is sent when the vehicle is also driven on week-
ends.

[0032] Assuminga number of data packets of 477.000
per year and a size of the payload of 182 Bytes (including
18 Bytes of overhead), this results in a total amount of
9,93 Mbytes of data traffic per months, considering a fur-
ther TCP/IP overhead of 80 Bytes (40 Bytes for message
header and 40 Bytes for acknowledgement). If 715.500
data packets are sent per year, in the given example the
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total amount of data traffic is about 14,90 Mbytes per
month. These are, however, only examples to illustrate
the large quantity of data that is sent between the on-
board unit and the central office. The amount of data, for
example, may vary with packet size, number of positions
sent within one message and the amount of driving hours
of the vehicle.

[0033] In order to reduce the total amount of sent data,
the vehicle position may be determined less often, e.g.
every 2, 3, 4,... seconds. This, however, results in a less
precise billing. Another possibility to for reducing the total
amount of sent data is to reduce the size of each data
packet.

[0034] According to Fig. 6, the size of a data packet
may be reduced, if a timestamp is not sent for every po-
sition. In each data packet, a timestamp may be trans-
mitted only for the first position. For successive positions
in the same data packet, the timestamp is omitted. At the
central office it is known how often a position is deter-
mined, e.g. every second. If the timestamp of the first
position is known, the timestamps of successive posi-
tions may, therefore, be calculated in the central office
(timestamp (n + y) = timestamp (n) + (y * x) seconds),
with x specifying the time span between determination
of two successive positions (e.g. 1s) . The total size of
each data packet is thereby reduced by 15 * 4 bytes =
60 bytes to 210 bytes - 60 bytes = 150 bytes.

[0035] Alternatively oradditionally, the latitude and lon-
gitude may only be included for the first position in each
data packet. For following positions in the same data
packet, a "delta-latitude" and "delta-longitude" may be
transmitted, meaning that not a complete position will be
sent to the central office, butinformation about a deviation
from the first position in the same data packet. A data
packet including delta-positions for following positions is
schematically illustrated in Fig. 7. Assuming that a com-
plete position has a size of 8 bytes (4 bytes for latitude
and 4 bytes for longitude), a delta-position may have a
size of only 4 bytes (2 bytes latitude and 2 bytes
longitude) . If timestamps are omitted for successive po-
sitions and successive positions are transmitted as delta-
positions, the packet size of 150 bytes (packet size with
omitted timestamps) is further reduced by 15 * 4 bytes =
60 bytes to 150 bytes - 60 bytes = 90 bytes.

[0036] If the size for following positions is reduced by
omitting the timestamp (or transmitting a delta-times-
tamp, respectively) and/or delta-positions are transmit-
ted for following positions, more positions may be trans-
mitted in one data packet (e.g. 30 or 303 positions instead
of 16 positions), without exceeding the maximum size of
the data packet. This further reduces the data transmis-
sion volume, as less headers need to be sent for the
same number of positions.

[0037] When using the Transmission Control Protocol
(TCP), forexample, a connection needs to be established
between the on-board unit 2 and the central office 3. This
connection may be used for bidirectional data transmis-
sion. In order to establish a connection between the on-
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board unit 2 and the central office 3, both the on-board
unit 2 and the central office 3 need to open a so-called
network socket. A network socket is an endpoint of an
inter-process communication across a network. Opening
a socket generally takes about 280 - 300 bytes. Data
packets may be transmitted while the sockets are open.
Further, acknowledgements may be sentfrom the central
office 3 to the on-board unit 2 while the sockets are open.
This is schematically illustrated in Fig. 8.

[0038] As the central office 3 generally needs to com-
municate with more than one on-board unit 2, the central
office 3 needs to establish several connections and,
therefore, needs to manage several sockets simultane-
ously. Instead of keeping every socket open continuously
while an on-board unit 2 is active (e.g. while the vehicle
is driven), some or all sockets may be closed from time
to time. For example, a socket may be closed after trans-
mission of a certain number of data packets and an equiv-
alent number of acknowledgements. Inone embodiment,
the sockets are closed after transmission of five data
packets and five respective acknowledgements. Assum-
ing that one data packet has a total size of 1490 bytes,
5* 1490 bytes = 7450 bytes are sent while the sockets
are open. If the header size is 40 bytes, data header size
is 16 bytes (including the serial number SN and informa-
tion LN about the size of the message) and CRC size is
2 bytes, this leaves a size of 5 * 1434 bytes = 7170 bytes
for the payload. Assuming that an acknowledgement has
a total size of 40 bytes, further 5 * 40 bytes = 200 bytes
may be sent before the sockets are closed. If some orall
sockets are closed after a certain number of data packets,
less sockets need to be managed simultaneously by the
central office 3.

[0039] Referring to Fig. 9, the size for each delta-lati-
tude and delta-longitude may be further reduced, e.g. to
1 byte. If, for example, the delta-latitude and the delta-
longitude each are transmitted with 6 decimals, the size
of one delta-position may be 4 Bytes. The precision in
such a case is very high (e.g. precision of 0,11132m). If
the delta-latitude and delta-longitude are transmitted with
only 5 decimals, for example, the size of one delta-posi-
tion may be reduced to 2 Bytes. The precision (e.g. 1,113
m) may still be sufficient for billing.

[0040] Referringto Fig. 10, an exemplary road toll sys-
tem is illustrated in greater detail. The on-board unit 2
may include a processor 21. The processor 21 may re-
ceive signals transmitted from the satellites of the satellite
system 1. The processor 21 may further process these
signals, determine the position of the on-board unit 2 and
may provide data relating to the position of the on-board
unit 2. The position data may either be stored in the on-
board unit 2 for later transmission or may be transmitted
without prior storing. The on-board unit 2 may include a
communication module 22. The communication module
22 may transmit data to the central office 3. The data
may be transmitted to the central office 3 via a wireless
data channel, for example. In this case, it is not required
that the vehicle in which the on-board unit 2 is installed
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return to a billing station to read out the data. The com-
munication module 22 may transmit data to the central
office 3 whenever a data connection is available. The
data may be transmitted in regular intervals. For exam-
ple, the data may be transmitted at the end of each day.
This is, however, only an example. Data may also be
transmitted more or less regularly.

[0041] A method for operating an on-board unit 2 is
illustrated in Fig. 11. In a first step, the position of the on-
board unit is determined (step 601). More precisely, the
position may be determined inregular intervals. Data rep-
resenting the determined positions may then be provided
(step 602) . Such data may include at least one of a lat-
itude, a longitude and a timestamp, the timestamp rep-
resenting the time at which the correspondent position
was determined. A message is then generated, including
the data of at least two successive positions (step 603) .

Claims

1. Vehicle on-board unit (2) for a road toll system, the
vehicle on-board unit (2) comprising

a processor (21), configured to determine the
position of the on-board unit (2) in regular inter-
vals and to provide data representing the deter-
mined positions, the data including at least one
of a latitude, a longitude and a timestamp rep-
resenting the time at which the correspondent
position has been determined; and

a communication module (22), configured to re-
ceive the data representing the determined po-
sitions, and generate atleast one message (42),
each message (42) including the data of at least
two successive positions, whereby the message
(42) includes a data header and payload, the
payload including the position data, wherein the
communication module (22) is further config-
ured to generate the at least one message (42)
to include a first timestamp for a first position in
each message (42) and to omit timestamps for
at least one successive position of the same
message (42).

2. On-board unit (2) according to claim 1, wherein the
communication module (22) is configured to gener-
ate each message (42) to include a first latitude and
afirstlongitude specifying a first position and at least
one delta-latitude and delta-longitude specifying at
least one successive position, the delta-latitude rep-
resenting a deviation from the first latitude and the
delta-longitude representing a deviation from the first
longitude.

3. On-board unit (2) according to one of claims 1 to 2,
wherein the communication module (22) is config-
ured to generate each message (42) to include data
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10.

1.

of at least 16 positions, at least 356 positions or at
least 710 positions.

On-board unit (2) according to one of the preceding
claims, wherein the communication module (22) is
configured to open a network socket to establish a
connection with a central office (3).

On-board unit (2) according to claim 4, wherein the
communication module (22) is further configured to
transmit the atleast one message to the central office
(3) while the network socket is open.

On-board unit (2) according to claim 5, wherein the
communication module (22) is configured to close
the network socket after transmission of a predeter-
mined number of messages (42).

On-board unit (2) according to one of claims 4 to 6,
wherein the communication module (22) is config-
ured to transmit the at least one message using the
Transmission Control Protocol or the User Datagram
Protocol.

On-board unit (2) according to one of the preceding
claims, wherein the communication module (22) is
configured to include the latitude and longitude that
define a position each with a precision of 6 decimals.

On-board unit (2) according to one of claims 1 to 7,
wherein the communication module (22) is config-
ured to include the latitude and longitude that define
a position each with a precision of 5 decimals.

Method for operating a vehicle on-board unit (2) for
a road toll system, the vehicle on-board unit (2) ac-
cording to claim 1 and the method comprises:

determining the position of the on-board unit (2)
in regular intervals;

providing data representing the determined po-
sitions, the data including at least one of a lati-
tude, a longitude and a timestamp representing
the time at which the correspondent position was
determined;

generating a message (42), the message (42)
including the data of at least two successive po-
sitions, whereby the message (42) includes a
data header and payload, the payload including
the position data;

the method further comprising generating the atleast
one message (42) to include a first timestamp for a
first position in each message (42) and omitting
timestamps for at least one successive position of
the same message (42).

Road toll system comprising:
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a satellite system (1); and
a vehicle on-board unit (2) according to one of
claims 1 -9.

12. Road toll system according to claim 11, wherein the
satellite system (1) comprises at least four satellites,
wherein each satellite is configured to transmit sig-
nals, the signals comprising information about the
time of transmission and/or the position of the re-
spective satellite at the time of transmission.

13. Road toll system according to claim 12, wherein the
on-board unit (2) is configured to receive signals of
at least four satellites of the satellite system (1) at
the same time when the on-board unit (2) is in an
operating mode and to determine its own position
based on these signals.

14. Road toll system according to one of claims 11 to
13, further comprising a central office (3), which is
configured to receive the message from the commu-
nication module (22).

Patentanspriiche

1. Fahrzeug-Bordeinheit (2) fir ein StraRenmautsys-
tem, wobei die Fahrzeug-Bordeinheit (2) Folgendes
aufweist:

einen Prozessor (21), ausgebildet zum Bestim-
men der Position der Bordeinheit (2) in regelma-
Rigen Intervallen und zum Bereitstellen von die
bestimmten Positionen reprasentierenden Da-
ten, wobei die Daten mindestens eines von ei-
nem Breitengrad, einem Langengrad und einem
Zeitstempel, der die Zeit reprasentiert, zu der
die entsprechende Position bestimmt wurde,
beinhalten; und

ein Kommunikationsmodul (22), ausgebildet
zum Empfangen der die bestimmten Positionen
reprasentierenden Daten und Erzeugen min-
destens einer Nachricht (42), wobei jede Nach-
richt (42) die Daten von mindestens zwei suk-
zessiven Positionen beinhaltet, wobei die Nach-
richt (42) einen Datenheader und Nutzinforma-
tionen beinhaltet, die Nutzinformationen die Po-
sitionsdaten beinhalten und wobei das Kommu-
nikationsmodul (22) ferner ausgebildet ist zum
Erzeugen der mindestens einen Nachricht (42)
zum Beinhalten eines ersten Zeitstempels fiir
eine erste Position in jeder Nachricht (42) und
zum Weglassen von Zeitstempeln fir mindes-
tens eine sukzessive Position derselben Nach-
richt (42).

2. Bordeinheit (2) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Kom-
munikationsmodul (22) ausgebildet ist zum Erzeu-
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10.

gen jeder Nachricht (42) zum Beinhalten eines ers-
ten Breitengrads und eines ersten Langengrads, die
eine erste Position spezifizieren, und mindestens ei-
nes Delta-Breitengrads und Delta-Langengrads, die
mindestens eine sukzessive Position spezifizieren,
wobei der Delta-Breitengrad eine Abweichung von
dem ersten Breitengrad reprasentiert und der Delta-
Langengrad eine Abweichung von dem ersten Lan-
gengrad reprasentiert.

Bordeinheit (2) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 2,
wobei das Kommunikationsmodul (22) ausgebildet
ist zum Erzeugen jeder Nachricht (42) zum Beinhal-
ten von Daten von mindestens 16 Positionen, min-
destens 356 Positionen oder mindestens 710 Posi-
tionen.

Bordeinheit (2) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriiche, wobei das Kommunikationsmodul (22)
ausgebildet ist zum Offnen eines Netzwerk-Socket
zum Herstellen einer Verbindung mit einem Amt (3).

Bordeinheit (2) nach Anspruch 4, wobei das Kom-
munikationsmodul (22) ferner ausgebildet ist zum
Ubertragen der mindestens einen Nachricht zu dem
Amt (3), wahrend das Netzwerk-Socket offen ist.

Bordeinheit (2) nach Anspruch 5, wobei das Kom-
munikationsmodul (22) ausgebildet ist zum Schlie-
Ren des Netzwerk-Socket nach Ubertragung einer
vorbestimmten Anzahl von Nachrichten (42).

Bordeinheit (2) nach einem der Anspriiche 4 bis 6,
wobei das Kommunikationsmodul (22) ausgebildet
ist zum Ubertragen der mindestens einen Nachricht
unter Verwendung des Transmission Control Proto-
col oder des User Datagram Protocol.

Bordeinheit (2) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriiche, wobei das Kommunikationsmodul (22)
ausgebildetistzum Beinhalten des Breitengrads und
Langengrads, die eine Position jeweils mit einer Ge-
nauigkeit von 6 Dezimalstellen definieren.

Bordeinheit (2) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 7,
wobei das Kommunikationsmodul (22) ausgebildet
ist zum Beinhalten des Breitengrads und Langen-
grads, die eine Position jeweils miteiner Genauigkeit
von 5 Dezimalstellen definieren.

Verfahren zum Betrieb einer Fahrzeug-Bordeinheit
(2) fiir ein Stralenmautsystem, wobei die Fahrzeug-
Bordeinheit (2) gemal Anspruch 1 ist und das Ver-
fahren Folgendes aufweist:

Bestimmen der Position der Bordeinheit (2) in
regelmaRigen Intervallen;
Bereitstellen von die bestimmten Positionen re-
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prasentierenden Daten, wobei die Daten min-
destens eines von einem Breitengrad, einem
Langengrad und einem Zeitstempel, der die Zeit
reprasentiert, zu der die entsprechende Position
bestimmt wurde, beinhalten;

Erzeugen einer Nachricht (42), wobei die Nach-
richt (42) die Daten von mindestens zwei suk-
zessiven Positionen beinhaltet, wobei die Nach-
richt (42) einen Datenheader und Nutzinforma-
tionen beinhaltet und die Nutzinformationen die
Positionsdaten beinhalten;

wobei das Verfahren ferner Folgendes aufweist: Er-
zeugen der mindestens einen Nachricht (42) zum
Beinhalten eines ersten Zeitstempels fiir eine erste
Position in jeder Nachricht (42) und Weglassen von
Zeitstempeln flr mindestens eine sukzessive Posi-
tion derselben Nachricht (42).

StralBenmautsystem, das Folgendes aufweist:

ein Satellitensystem (1); und
eine Fahrzeug-Bordeinheit (2) nach einem der
Anspriche 1 - 9.

StralBenmautsystem nach Anspruch 11, wobei das
Satellitensystem (1) mindestens vier Satelliten auf-
weist, wobei jeder Satellit ausgebildet ist zum Uber-
tragen von Signalen, wobei die Signale Informatio-
nen iiber die Zeit der Ubertragung und/oder die Po-
sition des jeweiligen Satelliten zum Zeitpunkt der
Ubertragung aufweisen.

StralBenmautsystem nach Anspruch 12, wobei die
Bordeinheit (2) ausgebildet ist zum Empfangen von
Signalen von mindestens vier Satelliten des Satelli-
tensystems (1) zur selben Zeit, wenn sich die
Bordeinheit (2) in einem Betriebsmodus befindet,
und zum Bestimmen ihrer eigenen Position auf der
Basis dieser Signale.

StralRenmautsystem nach einem der Anspriiche 11
bis 13, das ferner ein Amt (3) aufweist, das ausge-
bildet ist zum Empfangen der Nachricht von dem
Kommunikationsmodul (22).

Revendications

1.

Unité embarquée sur véhicule (2) pour un systeme
de péage routier, I'unité embarquée sur véhicule (2)
comprenant

un processeur (21 configuré pour déterminer la
position de I'unité embarquée (2) a intervalles
réguliers et fournir des données représentant
les positions déterminées, les données compor-
tant au moins une latitude, une longitude et un

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

horodatage représentant I'heure a laquelle la
position correspondante a été déterminée ; et
un module de communication (22), configuré
pour recevoir les données représentant les po-
sitions déterminées et générer au moins un
message (42), chaque message (42) compor-
tantles données d’au moins deux positions suc-
cessives, moyennantquoile message (42) com-
porte un en-téte et une charge utile de données,
la charge utile comportant les données de posi-
tion, dans laquelle le module de communication
(22) est configuré en outre pour générer I'au
moins un message (42) afin d’inclure un premier
horodatage d’'une premiére position dans cha-
que message (42) et d’'omettre des horodatages
d’au moins une position successive du méme
message (42).

Unité embarquée (2) selon la revendication 1, dans
laquelle le module de communication (22) est con-
figuré pour générer chaque message (42) afin d’in-
clure une premiére latitude et une premiére longitude
spécifiant une premiére position et au moins un delta
de latitude et un delta de longitude spécifiant au
moins une position successive, le delta de latitude
représentant un écart par rapport a la premiére lati-
tude et le delta de longitude représentant un écart
par rapport a la premiére longitude.

Unité embarquée (2) selon I'une des revendications
1 a 2, dans laquelle le module de communication
(22) est configuré pour générer chaque message
(42) afin d’inclure des données d’au moins 16 posi-
tions, d’au moins 356 positions ou d’au moins 710
positions.

Unité embarquée (2) selon I'une des revendications
précédentes, dans laquelle le module de communi-
cation (22) est configuré pour ouvrir une interface de
connexion réseau pour établir une connexion avec
un central (3).

Unité embarquée (2) selon la revendication 4, dans
laquelle le module de communication (22) est con-
figuré en outre pour transmettre I'au moins un mes-
sage au central (3) pendant que l'interface de con-
nexion réseau est ouverte.

Unité embarquée (2) selon la revendication 5, dans
laquelle le module de communication (22) est con-
figuré pour fermer l'interface de connexion réseau
apres la transmission d’'un nombre prédéterminé de
messages (42).

Unité embarquée (2) selon I'une des revendications
4 a 6, dans laquelle le module de communication
(22) est configuré pour transmettre 'au moins un
message en utilisant le protocole TCP transmission
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ou le protocole UDP.

Unité embarquée (2) selon I'une des revendications
précédentes, dans laquelle le module de communi-
cation (22) est configuré pour inclure la latitude et la
longitude qui définissent chacune une position avec
une précision de 6 décimales.

Unité embarquée (2) selon I'une des revendications
1 a 7, dans laquelle le module de communication
(22) est configuré pour inclure la latitude et la longi-
tude qui définissent chacune une position avec une
précision de 5 décimales.

Procédé de fonctionnement d’une unité embarquée
sur véhicule (2) pour un systéme de péage routier,
le procédé comprenant :

la détermination de la position de 'unité embar-
quée (2) a intervalles réguliers ;

la fourniture de données représentant les posi-
tions déterminées, les données comportant au
moins une latitude, une longitude et un horoda-
tage représentant I'heure a laquelle la position
correspondante a été déterminée ;

la génération d’'un message (42), le message
(42) comportant les données d’au moins deux
positions successives, moyennant quoi le mes-
sage (42) comporte un en-téte et une charge
utile de données, la charge utile comportant les
données de position ;

le procédé comprenant en outre la génération
de I'au moins un message (42) afin d’inclure un
premier horodatage d’'une premiére position
dans chaque message (42) et d’'omettre des ho-
rodatages d’au moins une position successive
du méme message (42).

Systeme de péage routier comprenant :

un systeme satellitaire (1) ; et
une unité embarquée sur véhicule (2), selon
I'une des revendications 1 a 9.

Systeme de péage routier selon la revendication 11,
dans lequel le systeme satellitaire (1) comprend au
moins quatre satellites, dans lequel chaque satellite
est configuré pour transmettre des signaux, les si-
gnaux comprenant des informations sur I'’heure de
transmission et/ou la position du satellite respectif
au moment de la transmission.

Systeme de péage routier selon la revendication 12,
dans lequel l'unité embarquée (2) est configurée
pour recevoir les signaux d’au moins quatre satellites
du systeme satellitaire (1) simultanément lorsque
'unité embarquée (2) est en service et déterminer
sa propre position en fonction de ces signaux.
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14. Systéme de péage routier selon l'une des revendi-

cations 11 a 13, comprenant en outre un central (3),
lequel est configuré pour recevoir le message pro-
venant du module de communication (22).
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