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Flexible containers, such as rubber hot
water bottles, syringe bags. ice bags and the
“like, are usually put up for sale in boxes, but
owing to their flexible nature they will crum-
ple in handling unless supported in an ex-
~ tended position within the box. It has been
custemary to tie such containers within their
boxes; also to provide a hook or pin in the
box adapted to be engaged loosely by the sus-
pending tabs or flaps on the containers, and
also by the use of the well-kmown McGill
paper fastener passed through the bottom of
the box and through the eye in the tab and
“then placing a washer over the tab and on the
fastener and spreading the limbs of the fas-
tener over the washer.

These expedients do not meet the anti-
crumpling requirements and are not readily
and economically applicable.

The object of this invention is to remedy
the objectionable features of the common ex-
pedients, and to provide for holding the con-
tainer in its box under tension upon fized re-
tainers or holders on the box, one holder be-

25 ing used where there is only one tab on the
container and two holders being used where
both ends of the container ave supplied with
tabs.

The invention consists in applying to the
box, permanently and fizedly, an ordinary
button, over which the eye in the tab is
stretched resiliently, one button being used
where the container has only one tab, and a
plurality of buttons being used where there
are more than one tab, as T will proceed now
to'explain and finally claim. B

In the accompanying drawings illustrating
the invention, in the several figures of which
like parts are similarly designated, Figure 1
is a top plan view of a hot water bottie having
tabs at'opposite ends, mounted in 2 box hav-
ing holder buttons at opposite ends, the box
cover being omitted. and Fig. 2 is a partially

_sectional side elevation, showing the box and
its cover applied thereto, with a hot water
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bottle inclosed. Fig. 3 is a top plan view of
a syringe bag mounted in a box minus the
cover, and Fig. 4 is a partially sectional side
elevation therecf with the cover in place.
Fig. 5 is a vertical section illustrating the
use of one form of tack button, and Fig. 6 is
a similar view illustrating the use of another
form of tack button. the former being shown
as used in Figs. 1 and 2 and the latter in Figs.
3 and 4, it being understood that both forms
of button are common and well-known.

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, the numeral 1
indicates a hot water bottle of well-known
construction which has the mouth 2, and the
tabs 8 and 4 at opposite ends. As well under-
stocd, the tab 8 is for use in suspending the
bottle when being filled or when filled or
empty, and the tab 4 is for suspending the
bottle in an inverted pusition to empty or
drainit.” The bottle is made of Hexible. elastic
material, such as rubber or laminated mate-
rial, and the tabs are permanent parts of the
bottle and are more or less distensible or elas-
tic. Each tab has an eye 5 thickened around
its rim so as to reinforce it, as shown at 6 in
Figs. 2.4, 5 and 6.

The box comprises a body 7 and a cover
8. The body has mounted inside of it, near
its opposite ends, the holders, shown as but-
tons 9, arranged to aline with the eyes 5 in
the tabs. The buttons comprise a head of
larger diameter than the eyes 5, and a shank
or hub of reduced diameter engaged hy a tack
10 driven through the bottom of the hody
of the box from the outside inwardly into
the button and clenched within its shank or
hub, as illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6. These
buttons may be set permanently and fixedly
in the bottom of the body of the box by suit-
able and well-known attaching machines in
an economical and expeditious manner. In-
stead of a tack, there may be used an eyelet
or rivet to attach the button, all of these
fasteners being commeonly used to set what
the trade commonly designates “tack but-
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tons.” Fig. 5 shows an open face button and
Fig. 6 shows aclosed face button, but only

- in & conventional way and in principle and

e

regardless of details of construction.
The tabs being of résilient material their
eyes may be stretched ot dist

A stended sufficiently
to be engaged with the buttons, so that the

“bottle is mounted under more or less tension
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in the box and free of Hability of crumpling

.and thereby in perfect cendition for.sales.

exposure. Moreover, the eyes being resilient
1t results that after: being stretched: or dis-
tended to pass over the heads of the buttons,
they resume normaley and therefore hold on
to the buttons and prevent acidental disen-
gagement from them and so secure the con-
tainer in mounted position. »

Referring to Figs. 3, 4 and 6 the container
is shown as a syringe bag, 11, having an eyed
tab 12 at one end engaging a button 13 fixed
in the body of the box as before described.
The nozzle or cutlet end .14 ig supported in
a hole in a cross-piece 15 fixed in the hox,
said nozzle engaging the hole mere or less
frictionally so as not to escape from the cross-
piece.accidentally.

The invention is applicable to the mount-

ing in boxes of other articles than those men-

- tioned.

&5

49

i
ot

~anchored to the box.- .

- Variations in details are permissible with-

'-in"the principle of the invention and the
claims following. ‘ '

What I claim is:—

1. Means for mounting an elastic rubber
container in a box, for shipping and display
purposes and retainitg it therein without
Tiability of crumpling, said container having
an elastic tab provided with a resilient eye,
said box provided with a button definitely
located therein and attached thereto and hav-
ing a head of larger diameter than said ve-

silient eye, said head projecting within the -

box, and sald resilient-eyed elastic tab capa-
ble of being stretched to pass over the head of
o - b

1,787,364

opposite ends, said box having buttons per- -

manently and rigidly fixed in its bottom
at opposite ends, and said bottle tabs being
sprung over the buttons and elastically en-
gaged therewith, whereby the bottle is re-
tained extended within the box without lia-
bility of crumpling therein ‘and accidental
escape therefrom. T ‘

In testimony whereof I have-hereunto set

iny hand this 9th day of May, A. D. 1927.

PAUL E. FENTON.

the button and thereafter resume normaley -

and thus engage the button and prevent acci-

dental disengagement therefrom and so se-
cure the container in mounted position in the

box, the other end of the container being

2. Means.for mounting a rubber container
in a box, for shipping and display purposes,

~and retaining it therein without liability

of crumpling, said container having elastic

tabs at opposite ends and provided with resil-

ient eyes, -and the box having headed re-

_tainers, the heads of which are of larger di-
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ameter than said eyes, sald retainers perma-
nently and fixedly mounted in the box at its
opposite-ends and adapted to be engaged by
said tabs by ‘stretching said tabs over said
headed retainers and thereby hold the con-
tainer under tension. B )

3: Means for mounting in a box a rubber
water bottle having resilient eyed tabs at its
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