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(57) Abstract: In power control using an electro-optic element such as a
Pockels cell, it has been possible for a sample to be damaged when there is a
failure. This point has not been taken into consideration in the prior art. In
the present invention, a waveplate is added between an electro-optic element
(Pockels cell) and polarizing beam splitter, and the disposition of the same is
switched between 0° and 45° according to the voltage applied to the elec-
tro-optic element (Pockels cell). As a result, even if there is a failure and the
voltage applied to the electro-optic element (Pockels cell) becomes zero, it is
possible to attenuate the inspection power beyond the maximum intensity in a
state where voltage is being applied to the electro-optic element (Pockels
cell).
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