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Cambridge; Mass., assignors to The Gillette Conipany,
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Application October 18, 1951, Serial No. 251,904
9 Claims, (CL 211—49)

This invention comprises a mew and improved rack
for displaying attractively and conspicuously to prospec-
tive customers sales articles arranged in stack formation.
The rack is herein disclosed in its application to safety
razor sets packaged in cases which are more or less
ornamental in their appearance and which it is desired
to display in connection with advertising notice with a
minimum visible interference by the rack structure. As
herein shown, the specific razor set case comprises a
base portion and a cover portion hinged together and
presenting approximately a median line of division.

In general it is the object of the invention to provide
a rack that may be manufactured and assembled at low
cost and in which the razor set cases or similar packaged
goods may be conveniently presented and as conveniently
removed one by ome as required. The rack as herein
shown comprises essentially two parts, a base portion
which may be shaped to present a flat supporting face,
and an upstanding metal bail having spaced legs or rails
that engage the rear wall of the cases and thus support
them without in any way obscuring the customer’s view
thereof.

As herein shown, the rear wall of each razor set case
comprises end sections and an intermediate panel or
wall portion defined in part by oppositely directed verti-
cal grooves or convolutions, forming for the legs of the
bail passages that extend vertically for substantially the
full height of the case. These grooves or convolutions
are spaced to receive the rails or legs of the rack with
slight sliding friction. The lower ends of the rails may
be anchored in any suitable fashion in the base and
spaced thereby to correspond with the spacing of the
vertical grooves in the rear of the cases. The rails are
maintained in parallel relation and connected at their
upper ends by a transverse member which preferably
is somewhat offset or includes an offset loop to provide
additional clearance for the free vertical removal of the
razor set cases, and more particularly, the uppermost
case in a stack carried by the rack. It is, of course,
desirable to effect this removal without binding and so
without any necessity of straining or distorting the cases
which are stiff and substantially rigid in their structure.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention the verti-
cal grooves or convolutions in the rear side of the cases
open inwardly toward each other and thus the legs or
rails of the bail through frictional engagement with the
walls of the grooves are positively held against outward
spreading movement by interlocking engagement with
the cases. The rails are thus left free to be sprung tem-
porarily toward each other sufficiently to permit the
removal of any selected case in the stack although the
rack is designed particularly to facilitate removal as well
as replacement of the cases by vertical movement.

Another important feature of the invention consists
in provision for detachably supporting an advertising no-
tice in the form of an upright panel extending above the
top of the rack and the cases arranged therein. This
panel may, if desired, also serve as a closing panel filling
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the space between the rails of the rack and presenting
to view additional advertising matter when one or more
razor set cases are removed from the stack. Such a
panel improves the looks of the rack when the latter
is partially empty by preventing it from presenting a
spindly or skeleton appearance.

These and other features of the invention will be best
understood and appreciated from the following descrip-
tion of a preferred embodiment thereof, selected for
purposes of illustration and shown in the accompanying
drawings in which:

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of a rack containing
a stack of six razor set cases as viewed obliquely from
behind.

Fig. 2 is a corresponding view in side elevation, show-
ing a portion of the base broken away.

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the rack and cases therein.

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the base alone with parts
broken away.

Figs. 5, 6, 7 and 8 are fragmentary sectional views
on the corresponding lines shown in Fig. 4.

Fig. 9 is a view in perspective of the rack as it appears
without the razor set cases, and

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary view in perspective showing
the connection of an advertising card to the bail of the
rack.

The particular goods which the present illustrated rack
is designed to display comprise the safety razor set cases
shown in Figs. 1-3. These cases form the subject mat-
ter of co-pending application Serial No. 217,946 filed
March 28, 1951, now Patent No. 2,702,116 dated Feb-
ruary 15, 1955 to which reference may be had for fur-
ther details of their comstruction. Each case comprises
a base or tray 10 of rectangular outline having a front
wall which carries a latch element 11 and a rear wall
comprising narrow corner sections 12 and a panel or
intermediate section 13 herein shown as being inwardly
offset. The panel 13 is defined in part by vertical re-
entrant passages or grooves 14 which are formed as a
convolution connecting the cornmer sections 12 with the
intermediate panel 13. As will be apparent from Fig.
1, these grooves may extend substantially for the full
height of the tray or base 10, although they taper up-
wardly to some extent and open toward each other in
opposite directions. The rear wall is also provided at -
its upper edge with a square notch 15 of substantial size.

The case includes a cover 16 pivotally connected to
the base or tray by pivots (not shown) to swing about
a horizontal axis. The cover has a rearwardly and down-
wardly projecting arm or projection 17 designed to swing
freely in the notch 15 of the base. The rear walls of
the base 10 and the cover 16 are curved forwardly and
upwardly and merge into each other to give a curved
effect to the case. Similarly, the front wall of the cover
is smoothly curved and each cover is provided with a
pair of spaced transverse ribs 18 which serve as bearing
surfaces for the next higher case in the stack. The ribs
18 safeguard the cover against scratching, and this is
desirable since the cover may be constructed of any
transparent plastic material.

Referring particularly to Figs. 4-9, the base 20 of the
rack is rectangular in outline and may be constructed
of any desired material; for example, it may be molded
of any suitable resinous plastic. The base 20 is gen-
erally flat with beveled edges and has an aperture 21
of substantial area located symmetrically therein. The
base as herein shown may be of skeleton construction
with each member of substantially the same thickness
in order to facilitate molding, The rear wall of the
base is provided with a pair of transverse horizontal
passages 22 which open to the rear edge of the base
and also through its upper surface. Each of these trans»
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"wverse passages terminates in a short inwardly offset pas-

sage 23 terminated by a wall. These passages are of

- such dimensions as to receive the feet of ‘the bail-which
will be presently -described. In-each side member of
_the base 20 is provided a rectangular aperture 24 and
these - apertures open into a trough defined by down-
wardly projecting web members -25 and 26. < Between
the webs 25 and 26 extends a short transverse partition
27 located in each case vertically beneath one of the
apertures 24. The rear wall of the base 20 is provided

- with panel-securement means comprising a long slot 28
having angularly inclined ends and this is supplemental
and the rear wall reinforced throughout a portion of
its length by an upstanding rib 29.' An advertising or
descriptive card may be inserted -in the:slot 28 and this
card, if desired, may extend upwardly abeve the ‘stack
of cases in the rack.

The bail is constructed of sprmg metal, preferably ‘and
as herein shown of round steel wire, and comprises a pair
of upright parallel legs or rails 30, 30, each having a
forwardly turned foot 31. The feet 31 are disposed.in
parallel relation, of such dimensions as to enter freely the
passages 22 above described and of a length sufficient to

~extend from the offset passages 23 to a point substantially
beyond the transverse partition 27 as shown, for example,
-in Fig. 2. At their upper ends the legs 30 are connected
by a transverse top member 32 herein shown as formed in-
tegral with the legs and including a loop offset rearwardly
throughout the intermediate portion of the member and
connected to the rails through rearwardly diverging sec-
tions. The legs 30 of the bail are normally biased inward-
ly and engage against the inner ends of the offset passages
23 when permitted to do so. The bail is assembled with
the base by springing the legs 3@ apart sufficiently to enter
them in the horizontal passages 22. With the legs in this
forced apart position, the bail is moved forwardly to the
inner ends of the passages 22 and in this movement the
feet -31 pass inwardly above the partitions 27. - When the
legs 30 are now released, they automatically spring in-
wardly into the full line position shown in Fig. 9. In this
position, the feet are located between the partition 27 and
the upper wall of the base 20. In Fig. 9 the dot and
dash position of the legs 30 on the right-hand side of
the figure indicates the position of the leg while sprung
outwardly in position to pass through the passage 22. .1t
will be seen that in its final position the feet 31 positively
prevent any rocking movement of the bail and hold it
securely in upright position. The bail can only be dis-
engaged by forcibly separating the legs 30 and movmo
them rearwardly out through the passages 22.

The feet 31 positively prevent rocking of the bail as
already stated and it should be noted that they also pre-
vent twisting of the bail as a whole and tend always to
hold the bail squarely in its proper position upon the base.
If the bail should be forcibly twisted, it will immediately
return to its initial posmon on removal of the distorting
force.

Having assembled the rack in the manner indicated, the
razor set cases may be conveniently assembled thereon by
threading the legs or rails 3¢ through-the vertical grooves
or convolutions 14 in the rear walls of the body or tray
13 of the case and slipping each case downwardly until
it rests upon the base 28 or upon a case already in posi-
tion thereon. It will be noted that since the grooves 14
open inwardly, the cases engage the legs 30 of the bail in
such a manner as positively to prevent separating displace-

- ment thereof, and consequently hold them positively in
their interlocked relation with the base 28.  The legs 36
are thus held positively against lateral movement in either
direction. They cannot move inwardly by reason of their
engagement with the inner walls of the offset passages 23
and they cannot move outwardly by reason of their loca-
tion in the inwardly opening grooves 14 of the cases.

Our novel construction, therefore, possesses the advan-
tage that it imposes no initial or permanent stress on the
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base and so facilitates the use of molded plastic material
for that member. The rails of the bail are so biased that
they are in a substantially neutral condition of no stress
when in contact with the inner end walls of the offset
passages 23. They are locked-in that position by their
engagement with the inwardly opening passages 14 of the
cases and so maintained positively against displacement in
all directions and without stress of any kind, such as might
tend to crack a plastic base if unrelieved.

Figs. 2 and 10 illustrate the novel construcnon and
mounting of an advertising display herein shown as com-
prising a lower panel 33 folded at its upper edge to form
a loop 34 corresponding in length to the straight inter-
mediate offset portion of the connecting member 32 of the
bail, the folded-over end portion of the panel being se-
cured to the body thereof by staples as shown in Fig. 10.
The material of the panel is cut away at both ends of the
loop so that the member 32 may be inserted -through the
loop in mounting the panel.

An upper card or panel 35 is secured in place upon the
lower panel in position to stand conspicuously above the
top of the lower panel and the rack announcing the price

" and desirable features of the goods when the rack is dis- -

. 33 somewhat below the loop 34.
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played upon a counter or in a show window.

The upper card 35 is passed through a transverse slot
37 located in the folded-over portion of the lower panel
The card 35 is
shouldered to fit into the slot 37 and extends downwardly
in a reduced section 36 almost to the base. - It is provided
with a thumb tab 38 near its lower end for convenience in
pulling the card down into interlocking engagement with
the folded-over portion of the lower panel at the slot 37.
If it is desired to stiffen the upper card 35 and prevent
breaking at the slot 37, a reinforcing insert of cardboard
or other sheet material may be slipped into the slot 37
behind the card and interlocked in place.” -

The lower panel 33 fills in the space between the up-~
right rails 30 of the bail and is progressively uncovered
as the razor set cases are removed one by one from the
stack.. Additional advertising text is thus disclosed and
the rack is prevented from presenting a spindly or skeleton
effect. The lower panel 33 is shaped at its lower end to
fit into the slot 28 which extends parallel to the rib 29 in
the base of the rack. Preferably the lower edge of this
panel is notched to interlock with the base when-' it has
been inserted through the slot 28, which as shown in Fig.
4, is provided with inclined end sections. -

The present application constitutes a continuation-in-

‘part of our prior applications. Serial’ Nos. 167,801, now

Patent No. 2,735,552, and 217,946, filed June 13, 1950
and March 28, 1951, respectively, the latter having now
issued as U. S. Letters Patent No. 2,702, 116 dated Febru-
ary 15, 1955.

Having thus disclosed our invention and described .in
detail an illustrative embodiment thereof, we claim as new
and desire to secure by Letters Patent:

1. A display rack for razor set cases of stiff, substan-
tially rigid structure, comprising a base, an upright bail
of spring wire having fixed parallel rails anchored in the
base at_their lower ends, and a connecting member dis-
posed between the upper ends of said rails: which includes
a rearwardly - ‘offset -loop disposed wholly: behind said
parallel rails, in combination with a stack of cases, each
having in its rear wall a pair of vertical grooves opening
toward each other, defining in part an inwardly offset
panel in the case and fitting upon the said rails, thereby
holding them against separating movement and leaving the
cases free for vertical removal from the upper end of the
connected rails..

2. A display rack for razor set cases, comprising a flat
base, a bail having upright parallel legs anchored in the
base and held in fized relation to each other and a top.
connecting portion including a rearwardly extending loop
disposed entirely between and rearwardly .of the legs of
the bail in position to support an upright advertising card,
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in combination with a stack of razor set cases having verti-
cal inwardly opening grooves in their rear walls fitting
upon the legs of the bail and permitting free vertical
movement of the cases upon the upper ends of the said
legs and remeoval therefrom.

3. A display rack of the character described in claim 2
in which the connecting portion has end sections extending
inwardly in opposite and converging directions and an
intermediate looped section offset rearwardly from the
plane in which lie the legs of the bail.

4, A display rack comprising a flat plastic base of
rectangular contour, a bail of round spring wire having
parallel rails anchered in fixed position at their lower ends
adjacent to the rear side of the base and connected at their
upper ends by an integral rearwardly offset portion, in
combinaticn with a stack of safety razor set cases of stiff,
substantially rigid structure and rectangular contour each
having a pair of parallel reentrant grooves in its rear
wall opening inwardly toward each other and defining be-
tween them an inwardly offset panel, whereby the cases
are held in stacked formation by their rear walls alone
thus being exposed to unobstructed view from the front
and sides and being free for removal by vertical move-
ment from the said rails.

5. A plurality of generally rectangular razor set cases
of stiff, substantially rigid siructure, each having a bot-
tom member and a cover pivotaily comnected thereto at
the rear, the rearmost part of said case bearing two juxta-
posed but oppositely-directed recesses spaced inwardly
of the ends of said case, and a rack supporting said cases
in vertically stacked and aligned formation including a
base portion having an upper surface on which the lower-
most case is adapted to rest, and a pair of parallel rails
extending upwardly from said base portion, held in fixed
relation to each other and passing through said recesses,
said rails being connected at the top by an integral rear-
wardly-oifset transverse member having end portions
lying within the vertically-projected outlines of said case
recesses when the cases are operatively assembled on
said rack, and an intermediate portion offset rearwardly
relative to said cases, portions of the rear walls of said
cases bordering the said recesses overlapping the juxta-
posed portions of the rails of said rack to resisi removal
of said cases therefrom through relative horizental move-
ment.

6. A plurality of generally rectangular razor set casees
of stiff, substantially rigid structure, each having a bot-
tom member and a cover pivotally connected thereto at
the rear, the rearmost part of said case bearing two
juxtaposed but oppositely-directed recesses spaced in-
wardly of the ends of said case, said recesses extending
laterally away from each other, and a rack supporting
said cases in vertically stacked and aligned formation in-
cluding a base portion having an upper surface on which
the lowermost case is adapted to rest, and a pair of
parallel rails extending upwardly from said base portion,
held in fixed relation to each other and passing through
said recesses at the innermost portions thereof, said rails
being connected at the top by an integral rearwardly-
offset transverse member having end portions lying with-
in the vertically-projected outlines of said case recesses
when the cases are operatively assembled on said rack,
and an intermediate portion offset rearwardly relative to
said cases, thus permitting free removal of a case with-
out obstruction by direct upward movement.

7. A plurality of generally rectangular razor set cases
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of stiff, substantially rigid structure, each having a
bottom member and a cover pivotally connected thereto .
at the rear, the bottom member bearing at its rear two
juxtaposed, but oppositely-directed recesses, the cover
being deveid of any such recesses, and a rack supporting
said cases in vertically stacked and aligned formation in-
cluding a base portion having an upper surface on which
the lowermost case is adapted to rest, and a pair of
paraliel rails extending upwardly from said base portion,
held in fixed relation to each other and passing through
said recesses at the innermost portions thereof, said rails
being connected at the top by an integral rearwardly-
offset transverse member having end portions lying with-
in the verticaily-projected outlines of said case recesses
when the cases are operatively assembled on said rack,
and an intermediate portion offset rearwardly relative to
said cases and thus permitting free removal of a case by
direct upward movement.

8. A display rack for supporting razor set cases of stiff,
substantially rigid siructure in stacked formation com-
prising a base member having an upper surface on which
the lowermost of said cases is adapted to rest and a rear
wall, and a bail member bent from wire and including a
pair of parallel upright rail portions connected at their
upper ends by an intermediate portion formed integrally
with said rail portions and offset rearwardly, thereby
permitting free removal of cases by upward movement,
and two angularly bent foot portions at the lower ends
of said rail portions located in recesses formed at the
upper rear of said base member and extending through
the rear wall of the base member, said foot portion be-
ing restrained against movement in said recesses by sur-
rounding portions of said base member and detachable
rearwardly through the recesses.

9. An advertising display of plastic safety razor cases,
comprising in combination, a rack having a supporting
base and a pair of spaced upright rails of round spring
steel wire connected at their upper ends by a rearwardly
disposed loop, and a stack of cases each having a tray
with a cover hinged thereto to swing about a horizontal
axis, and a rear wall with a pair of spaced re-entrant op-
positely-opening grooves therein that taper upwardly in
depth, the cases being threaded upon said rails and
positively preventing spreading of the rails by engaging
them in the grooves and the rails emerging from the
grooves of the tray below the rear wall of the cover.
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