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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN LEAR, a sub 

ject of the King of Great Britain and Ire 
land, residing at Kingston-upon-Hull, Eng 
land, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Theater Appliances; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a 
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full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make 
and use the same. - 
This invention relates to an amusement 

and recreation device, and has for its ob 
ject a novel or improved device or contriv 
ance which is particularly suitable for use 
at fairs, exhibitions and the like as a means 
of providing amusement to spectators, and 
both amusement and recreation to those 
who use the same, the said device being 
designed for persons to walk on, or to play 
thereon football and other games in which 
walking, running or otherwise moving 
about forms a part of the game, or to oth 
erwise disport themselves on, the device or 
contrivance being intended to retard to a 
more or less extent the progress or move 
ments of the persons who are on the same, 
or on a particular part or parts of the 
S8. - 

In order that my invention may be 
readily understood and carried into effect, 
I have appended hereunto a sheet of explan 
atory drawings on which, 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view 
partly in section of my improved amuse 
ment and recreation device or contrivance, - 
and of part of a building or structure for portions of the floor or track. 
containing the same; Fig. 2 a perspective 
view partly in section of part of the device 
or contrivance drawn to an enlarged scale, 
and Fig. 3 a cross section of a small portion 
of the device or contrivance drawn to a 
still larger scale. 

Like letters of reference are employed to 
indicate the same parts throughout the sev 
eral views. 
According to my invention, I employ a 

floor or track of metal, or partly of metal 
and partly of wood or other suitable mate 
rial, which may be inclosed by or fitted in 
a suitable frame, building or structure, said 
floor, track or the like being built up of 
plates or in any suitable manner, and I 
magnetize the said floor or track or a por 
tion or portions of the same by means of 
electro-magnets or by other means suitable 

for the purpose so that persons on the same 
having metal shod boots or the like, are 
prevented from having free movement 
thereon, their attempts to walk or move 
thereon constituting a source of amusement 
to spectators, and of amusement and recre 
ation to themselves. 
A convenient way of carrying out my in 

vention, consists in constructing the floor 
or track of a number of metal bars or 
pieces A. A running side by side, the outer 
or side bars or pieces A being, according 
to one mode, of angle section and the inter 
vening ones (A') of T section, the said 
metal bars or pieces being placed at suitable 
distances apart so that a space is left be 
tween the tops or upper portions thereof, 
or between some of the same, in which 
spaces are fitted filling pieces of wood or 
other suitable material of a non-conductive 
nature. The filling pieces B are supported 
in position by any suitable means, such as 
for instance, by metal inverted and suitably 
insulated channel shaped pieces C secured 
between the metal bars or pieces A. A', as 
shown at Fig. 3 of the drawings. 
Any suitable number of electro-magnets 

D or the equivalent are employed for mag 
netizing the floor or track, such magnets 
being fitted under the said floor or track 
preferably to the vertical portions of the 
metal bars or pieces, as illustrated in the accompanying drawings, such electro-mag 
nets being connected in series or in parallel, 
or in any manner suitable for magnetizing 
or energizing the whole or any portion or 

The electric current for energizing the electro-magnets may be obtained from the 
mains, or a dynamo or the equivalent may 
be employed for producing such current 
which is passed through leading wires E and 
F to certain or all of the electro-magnets, 
and a switch G or other suitable appliance 
or device may be employed for controlling 
the current supplied to the electro-magnets 
and consequently to the floor or track. 
A resistance or resistances of any suitable 

kind may be employed for enabling the 
amount of current supplied to the electro 
magnets and consequently to the floor or 
track to be regulated as required, and at 
Fig. 2 of the drawings I have shown the 
negative current wire F provided with a 
variable resistance F for that purpose. 
The floor or track may be arranged or 
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constructed in the open, or inclosed within 
a building or structure H for the accommo 
dation of spectators. 
The persons using the floor or track are 

supplied with metal plates or the like to 
strap on or be otherwise fitted to their boots 
or the like to cover the ordinary soles or 
heels, or both of the Same, so that the mag 
netized floor or track or magnetized portion 
or portions thereof exerts a pulling action 
on the plates or the like and retards, the 
progress or movement of the person wearing 
the same when he is on such floor or track 
or any portion of the same which is at the 
time magnetized or energized. 

I claim :- 
1. In a theater appliance, the combina 

tion, with a floor provided with insulated 
surface plates of conducting material, of 
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electromagnets arranged between and in cir 
cuit with the said plates, whereby they at 
tract any objects of conducting material 
moved over the floor. 

2. In a theater appliance, the combina 
tion, with a floor provided with a surface 
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formed of plates of conducting material and 
plates of non-conducting material arranged 
alternately, of electromagnets arranged be 
tween and in circuit with the first said 
plates, whereby they attract any objects of 
conducting material moved over the floor. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature, 

in presence of two witnesses. 
JOHN LEAR. 

Witnesses: 
M. Dixon, 
OTIs E. KIPPAx. 
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