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Object to be covered by this search:

Claim 1 sets forth "a selective adsorbent for silica ions" as an
adsorbent that is used in a method for removing silica in a salt solution.

Consequently, it is considered that the "adsorbent" set forth in claim
1 can include every material which is capable of selectively adsorbing
silica ions, such as zirconium hydroxide, an aluminate-based adsorbent,
a molybdenum acid-adsorbing anion exchanger.

However, by taking the fact that it is the common technical knowledge
at the time of filing that the characteristics of a compound greatly
differ because of the chemical structure thereof into consideration,
it cannot be specified what kind of chemical structure of an adsorbent
enables selective adsorption of silica ions under such conditions that
a salt solution containing the silica ions has a pH of 9 or more.

Since only silica removal methods using specific adsorbents set forth
in examples 1-4 are disclosed within the meaning of PCT Article 5, it
cannot be specifiedwhat kindof chemical structure of an adsorbent enables
the possession of similar chemical characteristics even by taking other
explanations in the description into consideration.

Consequently, only the cases where the selective adsorbent for silica
ions is cerium hydroxide-based adsorbent or a strongly basic anion
exchanger havinga glucamine group set forth in examples in the description
are disclosed within the meaning of PCT Article 5, and thus claim 1 is
not fully supported within the meaning of PCT Article 6.

Therefore, the search concerning this application has been carried
out within the supported range said above.
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