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Supplemental Box

Continuation of: Box III

This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to one

ivention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

This Authority has found that there are different inventions based on the following features that separate the claims into distinct

groups:

e Claims 1-6 and 14-27 are directed to a fluid isolatable expandable endoluminal seal for a vascular device/endoluminal implant.
The feature of having a seal that will expand upon exposure to a fluid is specific to this group of claims.

o Claims 7-10 are directed to a fluid isolatable expandable seal for a vascular device. The feature of a polymeric film molded to
form a "D" balloon over a porous mesh which is heat or laser welded to seal a hydrogel strip between the film and the mesh is

specific to this group of claims.

o Claims 11-12 are directed to a stent-balloon-vascular device with a seal. The feature of a seal that is able to flip out and over

the end edge of the vascular device as the device expand is specific to this group of claims.

e Claim 13 is directed to a removable casing formed of a metal or polymer for fluidic isolation of an expandable seal on the
exterior of a vascular device. The feature of the casing having a "U" shape cavity with O-rings and a locking mechanism is

specific to this group of claims.

e  Claim 28 is directed to a fluid absorbant material for placement within a vascular device. The feature of only keeping the tissue
portion of the vascular device hydrated with the fluid absorbant material is specific to this group of claims.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relationship among the

claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence,

defines a special technical feature as a feature which makes a contribution over the prior art.

When there is no special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions there is no unity of invention.

In the above groups of claims, the identified features may have the potential to make a contribution over the prior art but are not

common to all the claimed inventions and therefore cannot provide the required technical relationship. Therefore there is no special

technical feature common to all the claimed inventions and the requirements for unity of invention are consequently not satisfied «

priori.
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