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(57) Abstract: Provided is a method for controlling the
etching speed of a SiC substrate on the basis of the composi-
tion of a holding container. This etching method is for etch-
ing a SiC substrate by heating the SiC substrate under Si va-
por pressure, in a state where the substrate is held in a cru-
cible. The crucible is configured so as to contain tantalum
metal, and is provided with a tantalum carbide layer closer
to the inner space side than the tantalum metal, and is
provided with a tantalum silicide layer, even closer to the in-
ner space side than the tantalum carbide layer. The etching
speed of the SiC substrate is controlled on the basis of dif-
ferences in the composition of the tantalum silicide layer.
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