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o all whom it may concern:
. Be it known that I, Joun P. CroasDALE,
citizen of the United States, residing at Ber:

wyn, in.the county of Chester and State of |

Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Garment-Clasp, of which the following is

& specification.

My iinvention relates to improvements in
garment-clasps. » : ‘
~ The object of my invention is to provide a
garment-clasp which shall be efficient in se-
curing the garment, which shall be easily op-
erated, and which shall have its parts so cor-
related as to furnish no projections which
will be liable to be caught by the clothing to
eause the accidental opening or disengage-
ment of said clasp.

My clasp is especially adapted for hose-
supporters and is designed to be neat and
symmetrical in conformation:

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a

front elevation of my device in the operative

osition. Tig. 2 is a side elevation of same.
ig. 3 is a longitudinal section through the
center of the clasp when in the closed posi-
tion. Fig. 4 is a similar view in the open po-
sition. Fig. 5 is a detail of the locking mem-
ber. The drawings are all upon a shightly-
enlarged scale. ~
Similar numerals refer to similar
throughout the several views. -
My clasp comprises a stationary button

parts

member 1, having a flat under surface adapt-

ed to lie against the leg. This member 1 has
turned-up sides forming bearings for the
pivot 5 of the pivoted member 2. This piv-
oted member 2 has an aperture 13, adapted to
receive the button 12, of resilient or yielding
material, said button 12 being secured to the
member 1. At the opposite end of pivoted
member 2 is pivotally secured by the trun-
nions 4 the locking member 3, having the
projection 9 adapted to engage with the in-
ner side of the flat portion of button member
1 and provided upon the other side of its
trunnions with the operative arm terminating
in the slightly-turned-up tongue 10 for man-
ual operation. An examination of Figs. 2
and 3 will show that the formation of locking
member 3 is such that when the clasp is in
the closed position the lower end of projec-
tion 9 is in engagement with the member 1 in
the over-the-center position with respect to
trunnions 4 and that therefore any pressure

tending to cause the opening of pivoted mem-
ber 2 will be effectually counteracted by said
‘member 3 while in said closed position. By
raising the tongue 10 of locking member 3
the saild locking member is brought into the
position shown in Fig. 4, thereby permitting
the pivoted member 2 to respond to the actu-
ation of spring 11 and to assume the open po-
sition, as shown in Fig. 4.

It is obvious that the pressure exerted by
spring 11 when the device is in the closed posi-
tion will tend to maintain said device in the
closed position, the locking member 3 being
in the over-the-center position, as above de-
scribed, and will consequently tend to resist
the movement of the locking member to the
open position. Such resistance is preferably
just sufficient to prevent the accidental open-
g, but not suflicient to seriously interfere
with the intentional manipulation of said
locking member 3.
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The codperation of the apertured member: .

2 with the button 12 to secure the fabric
therebetween is well known and obvious.
When it is desired to insert the fabric be-
tween member 2 and button 12, the locking
member 3 is pulled into the position shown
in Fig.4. When the fabric—as, for instance;,
the stocking—isbroughtinto the required po-
sition, the locking member 3 is brought into
the closed position, as shown in Figs. 1, 2,
and '3, securely locking the parts in the closed
position. The button member 1, which is
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rigid and continuous throughout its length,

is secured at its upper extension by the clip
15 to the cord or web 14. The advantage of
having the locking member 3 with its oper-
ative tongue 10 pointing downward when the
clasp is in the operative position is that this
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is the position in which the locking member

is most easily operated by the wearer of the
clasp.  The end of the slightly - upturned
tongue 10 is substantially flush with the top
of the button 12 and in close proximity to
said button, closer than is actually shown in
the drawings, since the drawings are upon an
enlarged scale. This serves to minimize the
liability of the accidental engagement of said

tongue 10 to cause the unintentional opera- -

tion of member 3. "Thesides 6 and7 of mem-
ber 1 embrace the pivoted member 2 and the
lower extension 9 of locking member 3. This
serves to protect the various parts and adds
to the neatness in appearance of the complete
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device. The bent-over portions or exten-
sions 8 serve to form an incline surface from

the upper end of pivoted member 2 and trun-.

njons 4 toward the flat part of member 1. 1
do not wish tolimit myself, exceptinsofarasis
required by the scope of the appended claims,
to the specific method in which thisincline sur-
face is formed, as other ways of cutting and
bending the metal might be found to result
in substantially the same essential forma-
tion—namely, a body secured. to the button
member 1, having an extension parallel with
the axis of movement at 5 of the apertured

‘member 2 and inclined from said- apertured

member 2 toward the web or cord 14. This
construction also serves to prevent acciden-
tal catching of the garments upon said upper
end of pivoted member 2 and also adds to the
general neatness in appearance of the clasp.
The button 12 is flanged at its base, as shown
in Figs. 3 and 4, and is secured to the member
1 by slipping a metal ring 16 over the button
against the flange and then bending the fin-
gers 17 of member 1 (see Fig. 2) to engage
said ring.

What I claim is—

1. In a garment-clasp, the combination of
a supporting web or cord, a button member
secured thereto, a cooperating apertured
member pivotally secured to the button
member, a lever operating between said two
members to lock them in theclosed position
having a manually-operative arm overlying
the apertured memniber, and a body secured
to the button member having an extension
parallel with the axis of movement of the ap-
ertured member and inclined from said ap-
ertured member toward the web or cord.

2. In a garment-clasp, the combination of
a button member, a button of yielding or re-
silient material sscured thereto, an aper-
tured member for codperating therewith piv-
oted to the button member, a locking-lever
operating between said two members having
a manually-operative arm overlying the piv-
oted membetr and terminating in close prox-
imity to the button and substantially flush
with the top thereof.

3. In a garter-clasp, the combination of a
button member having a flat extension and
struck-up sides, an apertured member lying
between and pivotally secured to said struck-
up sides, a locking member operating be-
tween said two members and said struck-up
sides and having a manually-operative arm
overlying the pivoted member, said button
member having a bent-over portion forming
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an inclined surface between the pivoted mem-

ber and the flat side of the button member.

4. In a garment-clasp, the combination of
a supporting cord or web, a button member
secured to said cord or web and having a flat
extension and struck-up sides, an apertured
member lying between and pivotally secured
to said struck-up sides, a locking member op-
erating between said two mhembers and said
struck-up sides having a manusily-opera-
tive arm overlying the pivoted member, said
button member having a bent-over portion
forming an inclined surface between the piv-
oted member and the supporting cord or web.

v JNQO. P. CROASDALL,
Witnesses: '

EUeENE ZiEGLER,
Mar HoFMANN.
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