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This invention relates to improvements in mini-

ature saddles of the type known as western rop-

ing saddles.

In the western States, where cattle raising 1s,
_ or has been a prominent industry, tourists de-
sire to obtain souvenirs that have some reference
to the cattle industry and to the picturesque
cowboys associated therewith.

Tt is the object of this invention to. produce a
" miniature saddle that is a comparatively accu-
rate replica of the usual roping saddles and to
so design the same that it can be manufactured
at a reasonable cost.

The principal object of this mventlon is. to
produce a saddle top formed from a single piece
of leather and so formed as to resemble very
closely the ordinary saddle tops which are usual-
ly formed from several pieces of leather sewed
together and assembled to produce the desired
shape.

In order to manufacture this miniature saddle

at ‘& reasonable price, it is necessary to reduce
the cost, and one way of doing this is to elimi-
nate as much sewing and cutting as possible,
which, in the present case is effected by means
of this invention in which the: saddle top is
formed from a single piece of leather in a man-
ner which will hereinafter be described.

Another object of this invention is to construct
a saddle top of the desired shape in such a man-
ner that it will retain its shape indefinitely.

A further object is to construct a miniature
saddle in such a way that the usua.l saddle tree
can be dispensed with.

The above and other objects that may become
apparent as this description proceeds are at-
tained by means of a construction and an ar-
rangement of parts that will now be described
in detail and for this purpose reference will be
had to the accompanying drawing in which the
invention has been illustrated, and in which:

PFigure 1 is. a side elevation showing a mini-
ature saddle constructed in accordance with this
invention;

Pigure 2 is a cross section of the unitary sad-
dle top taken on line 2—2, Figure 3; and
- Figure 3 is a longitudinal section of the uni-
tary saddle top taken on line 3—3, Figure 2.

Referring now to the drawing, reference nu-
meral 5 designates the saddle top as & whole and
reference numeral 6 designates that portion of
the saddle to which the top is secured. Refer-
ence numeral T shows one of the leg protectors to
which the stirrup 8 is attached and reference
numeral 9 designates the cinch, while reference
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reference numeral 10 designates the horn. The
saddle top is provided with a swell fork (1 and

-a cantle {2, both of which are formed from the

saddle top 5 by means of suitable dies which
press the material outwardly into the desired

.shape. That portion between the swell fork and

the cantle which has been designated by refer-
ence numeral {3 is the seat. It will be observed
from. Figure 2 that the swell fork It forms a
trahsversely extending ridge whose shape is
clearly indicated in the three figures of the draw- .
ing. Since the swell fork isI formed by pressing
upwardly a portion of the oask tanned leather
forming the saddle top, the lower suriace will be

- fransversely concave and this is also true of the

cantle. It is evident that if the saddle top was
not provided with reenforcing means, the swell .
fork and the cantle would be very likely to change
their shape when subjected to rough usage and
thus spoil the appearance of the saddle. For
the purpose of reenforcing the walls of the swell
fork and cantle and :to assure that they will
retain their shape indefinitely, in spite of rough
usage, the depression in the inner surface which
extends upwardly into the cantle, is filled with &
cementitious material 14 which is applied in plas-
tie state and allowed to harden in place.” The
material most generally employed for this pur-

" pose is ordinary horn glue, but any other ce-
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mentitious material that is self-hardening can
be employed. 'The swell fork is provided with a
horn made from metal and this has a stem 1%
that extends through an opening in a swell fork
and terminates in the depression in the concave
under surface thereof. In order to secure the
horn rigidly in place, the stem 5 projects into
a hole in a wooden block 16 and the latter is
embedded in a hardened cementitious material 14
like that employed in connection with the cantle.
After the glue or other cementitious material has

. hardened, the swell fork and the cantle become -
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rigid and highly resistant to forces tending to
change their shapes. It will be observed that
the saddle top has a portion {8 that extends a
short distance to the rear of the cantle.

_ The lines indicated by reference numeral 11
are burned into the leather so as to give it the
appearance of an ordinary saddle, which has
seams corresponding to lines 17 and are employed
for ornamentation only.

From Figures 2 and 3, it will be seen that the
saddle top 5 is so shaped as to form a trans-
versely, upwardly convex part, a portion of which
forms the sea,t {3. ‘The swell fork and the cantle -
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extend transversely in a manner quite clearly
disclosed in the drawing.

Since this invention relates to the saddle top
and not to the entire saddle assembly, the actual
construction of the saddle has not been shown
nor described, as this is believed to be imma-
terial so far as the disclosure pertaining to the
unitary preformed saddle top is concerned.

The saddle top is usually made from the same
" kind of leather ordinarily employed in the con-
struction of saddles which leather is oak tanned

and has considerable rigidity and is of such a

- nature that it will retain any form given thereto
by dies against the action of ordinary forces.
The reenforcing of the swell fork and the cantle
by means of the cementitious material is of great
importance in saddles of this type as they are
. frequently handled by children and others who
give them rough usage. Although cementitious
material has been indicated as prefersble for re-
enforcing the swell fork and the cantle, it is evi-
dent that the solid wooden pieces properiy shaped
or pieces moulded from some suitable material
may be substituted for this purpose and secured
in place by glue or other cementitious material
and such construction, although not shown in the
drawing is believed to fall within the scope of
the present invention. i
‘ Having described the invention what is claimed

as new is: . .

1. A'preformed top for miniature saddles, com-
prising a single piece of leather curved trans-
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versely to form an upwardly convex seat, a por-
tion of the material near one end being curved
upwardly to form a transversely extending swell
fork whose under surface is concave, a portion
of the material at the other end of the seat being
curved upwardly to form a transversely extend-
ing cantle, the under side of the cantle being
concave, and self-hardening cementitious mate- -
rial in the depressions in the concave under sur-"
faces of the swell fork and the cantle, said ce-
mentitious material serving as means for retain-
ing the shapes of the swell fork and the cantle.

2. A preformed miniature saddle top compris-
ing, a single piece of leather curved transversely
to form an upwardly convex seat, a portion di-
rectly in front of the seat being curved upwardly
to form a transversely extending swell fork, the
under surface of the swell fork being concave, a
piece of wood or the like positioned in the concave
depression in the under surface of the swell fork,
a horn having a poertion extending through the

- material of the swell fork and into the wood, a
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portion of the top at the rear of the seat portion

being curved upwardly to form a transversely ex- -

tending cantle, the under surface of the cantle
being concave, and self-hardening cementitious
madterial in the depressions in the under surfaces
of the swell fork and of the cantle, said cementi~ -
tlous material serving as means for retaining the
shapes of the swell fork and of the cantle.
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