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The present invention relates generally 

to devices for use in connection with pits 
over which automobiles and like vehicles. 
may be driven for greasing or repair pur 

is poses. More particularly, the invention re 
lates to that type of device which is designed 
to support a jack in order to permit of rais 
ing of an automobile over the pit with which 
the device is associated. 
One object of the invention is to provide 

an improved device of this type which is in 
the form of a rack, has a jack mounted there 
on and is movable from one end of the pit 
to the other so, that the jack may be posi 

5 
mobile above the pit. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a rack device of the type under consid 
eration which comprises an elongated jack 
supporting member and embodies hooks at 
the ends of the member which are adapted to 
rest upon the tracks at the sides of the pit 
and form a sliding connection whereby the 
jack-supporting member is supported in an 
elevated position and is shiftable lengthwise 
of the pit. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a rack device of the type under consid 
eration in which the hook means at one 
end of the jack-supporting member is ad 
justable longitudinally of the member so 
that the device may be used in connection 
with pits which vary in width. . . . 
Astill further object of the invention is to 

provide a rack device for use in connection 
with a greasing pit for automobiles, which 
is exceedingly simple as far as construction 
is concerned, and may be produced at a low 
and reasonable cost. 
Other objects of the invention and the 

various advantages and characteristics of 
the presentrack device will be apparent from 
a consideration of the following detailed de 
scription. 

4. The invention consists in the several novel 
features which are hereinafter set forth and 
are more particularly defined by claims at 
the conclusion hereof. 

In the drawings, which accompany and 
' form a part of this specification ordisclosure 
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tioned at any desired point under an auto 

and in which like numerals of reference de 
note corresponding parts throughout the sev 
eral views: - 

Figure 1 is a side view of a rack device 
embodying the invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective illustrating the 
- manner in which the hooks at the ends of the 
elongated jack-supporting member engage 
the pit tracks and form a sliding connection 
whereby the device is shiftable lengthwise 
of the pit; and 

Figure 3 is a transverse section exhibiting 
in detail the construction of the jack-su 
porting member and the manner in which the 
latter is connected to and supported by the 
hook means. 
The rack device which forms the subject 

matter of the invention comprises an elon 
gated supporting member 4 and is adapted 
for use in connection with a pit Pover which 
automobiles and like vehicles may be driven 
for greasing or repair purposes. The pit P 
is of the type which is generally used in con 
nection with garages and gasoline dispensing 
stations, and is defined by a pair of side walls 
p. The latter are formed of concrete or any 
other suitable material and support a pair 
of tracks T. These tracks are formed of 
I-beams and consist of web portions t and 
flanges it'. The web portions extend hori 
Zontally and are adapted to receive the 
wheels of an automobile which is driven over 
the pit. The flangest are formed integral 
ly with and project upwardly from the mar 
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gins of the web portions t and prevent the 85 
automobile wheels from running off the 
tracks. The tracks T are partially embedded 
in the side walls'p of the pit and rest upon 
a pair of I-beams B which are embedded or 
otherwise secured in the side walls. 
The elongated member 4 of the rack de 

vice forms a support for a jack 5 and extends 
transversely of the pit. It is formed of wood 
or any other suitable material and extends 
horizontally. The jack 5 comprises a verti 
cally movable element 6 and a base plate 7. 
The element 6 is adapted, in response to pres 
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sure, to move vertically so as to raise a load 
imposed thereon. The base plate 7 of the 
jackfits against the top face of the elongated 00 
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supporting member and is fixedly secured in 
place by means of rivets or bolts 8 which pass 
into the member 4. One end of the support 
ing member is suspended from one of the 
tracks T by a pair of hooks 9. The other. 
end of the supporting member 4 is suspended 
from the other track by a pair of hooks 10. 
The hooks 9 are formed of plate steel and are 
formed integrally with and project upward 
ly from a cross-piece 11. They are twisted 
as at 12, so as to extend lengthwise of the 
member 4 and fit over the inner flange t' of 
the track. T with which they are associated, 
So as to, form a sliding connection whereby 
the member 4 may be shifted from one end 
of the pit to the other for jack positioning 
purposes. The cross-piece 11 underlies the 
jack-supporting member 4 and is secured by 
bolts 13 to an angle iron bar 14. This bar 
comprises a vertical leg 14 and a horizontal 
leg 14", and is secured to the bottom face of 
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the supporting member 4 by bolts 15 which 
are carried by the leg 14. The bolts 13 for 
securing the cross-piece 11 to the angle iron 
bar 14 extend through and are carried by the 
vertical leg 14. The bolts 15 extend through 
longitudinally extending slots 16 in the mem 
ber 4 so that the hooks 9 may be adjusted 
longitudinally of the member and thus adapt 
the rack device for use in connection with 
pits which vary in width. 
The hooks 10, like the hooks 9, are formed 

of plate steel. They are formed integrally 
with and project upwardly from the ends of 
a cross-piece 17 and are twisted, as at 18, 
so that they extend longitudinally of the 
jack-supporting member 4 and engage the 
inner flanget of the adjoining track T. The 
cross-piece 17 underlies the member 4 and is 
secured by bolts 19 to an angle iron bar 20. 
The latter, is similar to the bar 14 and is se 
cured to the member 4 by bolts 21. 
The rack device is operatively positioned 

with respect to the pit P by arranging the 
hooks 9 and 10 so that they engage and are 

- Supported by the inner flangest of the tracks 

member 4 is sustained in an elevated posi- P 

'place to place. If the rack device is to be 

to the other. 
into a raised position an automobile over the 

T. In this position, the jack-supporting 

tion and is movable from one end of the pit 
When it is desired to shift 

pit, the rack device is shifted until the jack 
5 is disposed in the proper position. There 
after, the jack is operated so as to raise the 
automobile above the tracks T, as illustrated 
in Figure 1 of the drawings. By virtue of 
the fact that the rack device is suspended 
from the tracks T and is slidable lengthwise 
of the pit, the jack may be readily shifted 
into any desired position. When the jack 5 
is not used for raising an automobile over the 
pit, the support 4 may be used as a rack or 
rest for tools or other equipment and may 
be shifted by the individual in the pit from 

top of the 

applied to a narrow pit, an adjustment of the 
hooks 9 is effected by loosening the bolts 15 
and sliding them inwardly in the slots 16. 
The herein disclosed rack device may be 

manufactured at a comparatively low cost by 
virtue of the fact that it consists of but a 
small number of parts. Inasmuch as the 
hooks at the ends of the jack-supporting 
member of the device are adapted to engage 
slidably the tracks at the sides of the pit, 
the jack may be readily shifted from one 
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end of the pit to the other. If desired, the 
end portions of the elongated member 4 may 
be used to support a pair of jacks 22 at the 
sides of the fixedly mounted jack 5. 
The invention is not to be understood as 

restricted to the details set forth, since these 
may be modified within the scope of the 
appended claims, without departing from 
the spirit and scope of the invention. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is: 

1. In combination with a pit having flanged 
tracks along the upper portions of the side 
walls thereof for supporting a vehicle above 
the pit, a rack device comprising an elon 
gated horizontally positioned jack-support 
ing member extending transversely across the 

it and of such length that the 
ends thereof terminate at the side walls of 
the pit, and a pair of metallic U-shaped elle 
ments secured to the ends of the member and 
arranged so that the cross pieces thereof un 
derlie the member and the side pieces pro 
ject upwardly, the upper ends of the side 
pieces being shaped to form hooks and be 
ing twisted so that the hooks face outward 
ly and engage the track flanges in order 
to form with the latter sliding connections 
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whereby the member is supported so that it . 
may be slid from one end of the pit to the 
other in order to position the jack at any 
desired point beneath the vehicle. , 

2. A rack device for supporting a jack at 
the top, and for movement lengthwise, of a 
pit having flanged tracks along the upper 
ortions of the side walls thereof, compris ing an elongated member for sustaining the 

jack in a vertical position adapted to extend 
horizontally across thepit and of suficient 
length substantially to bridge the pit, and a 
pair of outwardly facing hooks at the ends 
of the member for engaging the track flanges 
and supporting the member for sliding nove ment lengthwise of the pit, one of the hooks 
of abolt and slot connection so that it is ad 
justable longitudinally of the member to and 
from the other hook in order to adapt the 
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;????????????? to the member by means 
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device for use in connection with pits that 
vary in width. . . . . . . . . . . . 3. A rack device for supporting a jack at 
the top, and for movement lengthwise, of a 
grease pit having flanged tracks along the 
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upper portions of the side walls thereof, com prising an elongated member adapted to ex 
tend horizontally across the pit and forming 
a supporting surface for the jack, said mem 

5 ber being of sufficient length substantially to 
bridge the pit and having a longitudinal slot 
in one end thereof, and a pair of outwardly 
facing hooks at the ends of the member for 
engaging the track flanges and supporting 

10 the member for sliding movement lengthwise 
of the pit, one of the hooks being connected 
fixedly to the other end of the member and 
the other hook being connected to the said 
one end of the member by means of a bolt 

15 extending through the slot so that it is ad 
justable to and from the said one hook in 
order to adapt the device for use in connec 
tion with pits that vary in width. 
Signed at Chicago, Illinois, this 9th day of 

20 October, 1931. GEORGE H. HIRSCHEL. 
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