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The picture frame of the present inven-
tion is adapted for use either as a wall frame
or a desk frame, but embodies certain fea-
tures of construction which renders it partic-
ularly suitable for the latter purpose. An
cbject of the invention is to provide a

‘metallic framie of this character so con-

structed that it may be supported upon the
polished surface of a table or desk without
danger of marring or scratching the same.

A further object is to provide a frame
which permits of the ready insertion or re-
moval of a picture without the necessity
{or removing brads er other securing devices,
and ' without requiring the services of a
skilled artisan. ‘

Further objects of the invention are to
provide a device of this character which will
be neat and attractive in appearance, simple
and inexpensive to manufacture, rugged and
durable in use, and either self supporting
or adapted for association with any type of
conventional supporting means.

With the above noted and other objects
in view, the invention consists in certain
novel features of construction, and combi-
nations and arrangements of parts, as will
be more fully hereinafter set forth and
pointed out in the claims.

The invention may be more fully under-
stood from the following description in
connection with the accompanying drawing,
wherein—

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a picture
irame embodylng the invention.

Fig. 2 is a vertical section on the line 2—2
of Fig. 1. }

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary side elevational
view.

Fig. 4 is a view in rear elevation taken
on a reduced scale.

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary detail
showing the bevel which prevents the slid-
ing lock from slipping and facilitates its
insertion.

I have arbitrarily elected to show the in-
vention as applied to a rectangular frame
although it may have a wide field of use-
fulness. : :

The frame illustrated is formed of sheet
metal and may conveniently include a rec-
tangular front framing section 10 connected
to the outer marginal edges of which are
rearwardly extending side flanges 11, top
flange 12 and bottom flange 13. By refer-
ence to Figure 2 it will be noted that the
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flange 13 terminates short of the flanges 11
and 12, and that the latter terminate in
inwardly turned guide rails 14 and 15 re-
spectively.

The front of the frame may be decorated
in any approved manner as by the provision
of punched-out ornamental openings 16.
Obviously the manner in which the frame is
decorated s quite immaterial to the present
uivention, and varlous types of plans or
ornate frames might be used. The usual
glass window 17 is held against the frame
section 10 by a rvectangular framing and
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gpacer member 18. A picture 19 is supported 70

within the spacer frame 18 and behind the
picture there may be laid one or more filling
sheets 20 of suitable thickness to lie flush
with the rear edge of the flange 18.

A sliding back 21, preferrably covered
with felt, velvet or sumilar soft cushioning
fabric 22, is of a thickness corresponding to
the distance between the last filling sheet
20 and the inner faces of the guide rails 14
and 15. Tt will be noted that the flange 13
is provided with no guide rail so that the
backing may be readily slid into position
under the rails from the lower end of the
frame. The back may carry the usual easel
23, preferably covered with the same mate-
rial which is used to cover the back. Swing-
ing movement of the easel is limited by flex-
ible strip 24.

The back may also be provided with a
pair of eyes or other hangers 25 near its up-
per end for receiving the ends of a length
of picture wire (not shown), an impor-
tant feature of the invention is the provis-
ion of a cutaway portion 26 at the lower
rear corner of each flange 11 communicating
with cutaway portions 27 at the lower end
of each rail 14. Due to this construction the
lower edge of the felt covered backing is
exposed. Said backing may either project
slightly below the frame as indicated in the
drawings or may come flush therewith, In
any event the reduced width of the flange 13
and the cutouts 26 and 27 cooperate to ex-
pose the lower edge of the back in such a
manner that when the picture is tilted rear-
wardly as in Figure 1 or 2, the entire
weight of the frame will rest on the lower
edge of the back. By virtue of this ar-
rangement I entirely eliminate the possibil-
ity of scratching the polished surface of a
desk or other article of furniture. Further-
more, the cushioning effect minimizes to a
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large extent, the likelihood of injuring the
frame or breakmo the glass when the frame
is carelessly set down or dr opped.

The rear edge of flange 13 is preferably
bevelled as at 13° (Fig. 5) so that there is
no danger of snagging the back on a sharp
edge as it is slid home. The friction be-
tween the velvet covering 22, rails 14, 15 and
filler 21 is sufficient to normally prevent the
back from dropping out when the frame is
lifted from a support, and the bevelled edge
18 biting into the velvet aids materially in

this connection.

It . will be noted: that: there are no brads or
tacks to be removed when replacing  one
picture with another, and that the frame

pelmits the ready application and removal.
“of photographs by a mechanically unskilled

user. When the frame stands up and co-
operates with the easel 23, most of the
weight will be supported’ (Mecﬂv ontheback
22, “and the back will there by be held se-
curely, fully projected under the upper rail
15, When the picture is hung upon: a wall
the same result will be had since all of the
weight will rest upon the back, and there
will be no.tendeney for the hack to slide out
of position.

While I have illustrated a preferved em-
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bodiment of the invention, it will be evident
that numercus slight changes and altera-
tions might be made without departing
from the spirit or scope of the appending
claims.

I claim —

1. A metallic picture frame, rails turned
inwardly from the free edges of the top and
sides of the frame, the bottom of said frame
having its rear edge cut away, a fabric cov-
ered backing plate at least as long as the
frame insertable under the rails through the
cut away portion in the bottom of the frame,
an easel carried by the bacling plate, the
rear lower corners of the sides of the frame
and the lower ends of the side rails being cut
away, whereby when the frame is partmlly

supvorted in inclined position by the easel,

the lower end of the backing plate will rest
upon the supporting surface and the back-
ing plate will be forced home under the
rails.

2. A device of the class described in claim
1, and whersin the cut away rear edge at
the bottom of the frame is bevelled to guide
the insertion of the backing plate under the
rails, and to bite into the backing plate after

its insertion.
JOHN W. ROBERTSON.

30

40

45

50




