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Application filed July 26, 1922. Serial No. 577,646. 

To all whom it may concern; 
Beit known that i, ALBERT C. ANDERSON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 

is Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in a Displaying Device, 
of which the following is a specification. 
The present invention relates to an illu 

minated displaying device adapted to be sit 
10 uated upon an automobile for the purpose of 

supporting a license tag and direction indi 
cating means. 
The principal object of the invention is to 

provide a displaying device of this nature 
ls constructed so that the same may be length 

ened if desired so as to accommodate license 
tags or plates of different lengths. 
Another important object of the inven 

tion is to provide means for holding the 
20 casing in a desired adjusted position and a 

transparent strip for the casing which will 
automatically adjust itself to accommodate 
the length of the casing to which it has been 
adjusted. w 

A still further object of the invention is 
to generally improve upon illuminated cas 
ings of this nature by providing a device 
which will be extremely simple and efficient 
in construction, reliable in operation, com 

30 paratively inexpensive to manufacture, du 
rable and well adapted to the purpose for 
which it is designed. . . 
With the above and numerous other ob 

jects in view as will appear as the descrip 
35 tion progresses, the invention resides in 

certain novel features of construction, and 
the combination and arrangement of parts 
as will be hereinafter more fully described 
and claimed. 

Referring to the drawing wherein 
Figure 1 is a perspective of the display 

ing device. - 
Figure 2 is another perspective thereof 

looking at the rear, 
Figure 3 is a front elevation of the dis 

playing device with the transparent mem 
bers removed, 

Figure 4 is a horizontal longitudinal Sec 
tion therethrough, 

Figure 5 is a transverse section taken 
therethrough substantially on the line 5-5 
of Figure 4, 
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Figure 6 is a detailed top plan of one end 
of the displaying device, 

Figure 7 is a detailed perspective of the 
other end of the displaying device, 
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Figure 8 is a detailed enlarged section 
taken substantially on the line 8-8 of Fig 
ure 1, 

Figure 9 is a fragmentary perspective of 
the transparent strip, and 

Figure 10 is a detailed section on an en 
larged scale taken substantially on the line 
10-10 of Figure 9. 

Referring to the drawing in detail it will 
be seen that the casing of the displaying de 
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yice is formed of a plurality of sections and 
for the purpose of convenience I have only 
shown three sections namely the pair of end 
Sections 1 and 2 and the intermediate sec 
tion 3. The rear end of each section is closed 
while the front end thereof is open and pro 
vided with fianges 4 extending from the 
longitudinal edges. The section 2 is divided 
into three compartments by means of the 
partitions 5 in each of which there is situ 

70 

75 

ated a source of illumination in the form . 
of an electric bulb as indicated at 6. The 
flanges 7 and the angle irons 8 form race 
ways so as to receive the transparent panels 
9, which, as shown to advantage in Figure 6, 
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are adapted to pass through the slot 10 pro 
vided in the upper portion of the section 2 
and a plate 11 is adapted to be placed over 
this slot and suitably fixed to the section so 
as to prevent the accidental removal of these 
panels 9. As is shown to advantage in Fig 
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ure 1 the panels 9 have signal Words printed 
thereon and by illuminating the various 
compartments these signal words may be 
readily seen and drivers of on-coming vehi 
cles may be properly warned as to the in 
tentions of the driver of the vehicle upon 
which the casing is mounted. . . 
The other end section 1 is provided with 

a slot 12 in its end for the insertion of the 
license tag or number plate 13 which is 
perforated in the form of numerals and let 
ters as is shown to advantage in Figure 1 
so that rays of light may penetrate there 
through. A pin 14 is vertically disposed in the 
section 2 and a flexible transparent strip 15 is 
adapted to have one end wound thereabout 
and to extend in front of the license tag 13 
having its end fixed to the end of the section 
1. A source of illumination in the form of 
an electric bulb 17 is situated on the end 
partition 5 so as to illuminate the interior 
of the sections 1 and 3. 
A lazy tongs mechanism indicated at 18 is 

fixed in any suitable manner to the casing 
2 as at 19 and to the casing 1 as at 20. In 
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termediate its ends this lazy tongs necha 
nism is fixed to the intermediate casing by a 
bolt 21 and also to the end section 1 by a 
bolt, 22 thereby preventing the fulcruming 
of the arms of the lazy tongs mechanism and 
keeping the three Sections in adjusted posi 
tions in respect to each other. If it should 
be found necessary to lengthen the casing the 
bolts 21 and 22 are removed thereby allowing 
the lazy tongs mechanism to be free to oper 
ate and the sections may be slightly separated 
from each other so as to accommodate the 
length of the license plate and at the same 
time the transparent strip 15 will partially 
unwind from the pin 14 to accommodate the 
new length of the casing. The bolts 21 and 
22 may then be pierced through the backs 
of the various sections and locked again in 
position by their nuts. The sections will 
thus be held in adjusted positions and the li 
cense plate would prevent any tendency of 
them to sag in relation to each other. 

In order to attach the casing to an auto 
mobile have provided a suitable bracket 
25 which is preferably attached to the in 
termediate section 3. The transparent strip 
15 is provided with a protective edge 16 so 
as to prevent the same from becoming easily 
torn, it being understood that the strip 15 
Would probably be constructed of some such 
material as celluloid. As is shown to advan 
tage in Figure S the strip 15 and the license 
tag 13 are securedly locked in place by a 
screw 26 which presses these two members 
together against an angle iron 27 carried in 
the section 1 adjacent its end. When the 
Screw 26 is loosened the license tag may be 
easily removed through the slot 12. 
Although I have described my invention 

with some degree of particularity it is to be 
understood that the example which I have 
illustrated has merely been given by pref 
erence and it is, therefore, to be understood 
that numerous changes in the details of con 
struction and the combination and arrange 
ment of parts may be resorted to without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention as 
hereinafter claimed. 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim as new is:- 
1. A displaying device of the class de 
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scribed comprising a plurality of sections, a 
lazy tongs mechanism having its ends suit 
ably attached to the end sections and its in 
termediate portion detachably attached to 
the intermediate section whereby the inter 
mediate Section may be removed and the end 
sections brought together in the manner and 
for the purpose specified. 

2. A displaying device of the class de 
Scribed comprising a pair of end sections, 
an intermediate section, said sections being 
positioned in end to end relation, a lazy 
tongs mechanism disposed interiorly of the 
Sections having its ends pivotally connected 
to the end sections and its intermediate por 
tion detachably connected to the intermedi 
ate Section whereby the intermediate section 
may be removed and the end sections 
brought together in the manner and for the 
purpose specified. 

3. A displaying device of the class de 
Scribed comprising a pair of end sections, 
an intermediate section, said sections being 
positioned in end to end relation, a lazy tongs 
mechanism disposed interiorly of the sec 
tions having its ends pivotally connected to 
the end Sections and its intermediate portion 
detachably connected to the intermediate. 
section whereby the intermediate section 
may 

parent member associated with said sec 
tions. 

4. In combination, a plurality of sections 
disposed in end to end relation for forming 
a casing, the intermediate sections being re 
movable so that the other Sections may be 
brought together, means for holding the sec 
tions in relation to each other, and a flexible 
transparent member associated with the sec 
tions so as to be adjustable in relation there 
to as the casing is lengthened or shortened 
by the addition of or removal of the interme 
diate sections in the manner and for the 
purpose specified. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
ALBERT C. ANDERSON. 

Witnesses: - 

JOSEPH GLICK, 
EDWIN T. BUBER. 
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be removed and the end sections 
brought together, and an adjustable trans 
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