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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HENRY CHARLESHOLZ 

HEIMER, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at North Pleasureville, in the county of 

5 Henry and State of Kentucky, have invented 
a new and useful Trace-Eyelet, of which the 
following is a specification. 
My invention relates to a trace-eyelet 

adapted to be applied to a trace and to any 
Io other portion of harness requiring a device of 

this class to prevent the straining of a strap 
contiguous to the eye; and the object in view 
is to provide an eyelet which may be applied 
With facility to a strap either during or subse 
quent to assembling the parts of the trace or 
other part of harness. 

Further objects and advantages of this in 
vention will appear in the following descrip 
tion, and the novel features thereof will be 
particularly pointed out in the appended 
claim. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of an eyelet embodying my invention 
applied in the operative position to a trace, a 
portion of the trace being shown. Fig. 2 is a 
longitudinal section of the same. Fig. 3 is a 
similar view showing the parts in the posi 
tions they assume while applying or removing 
an eyelet. Fig. 4 is a detail view of the eyelet 
detached. Fig. 5 is a detail view of a die 
adapted for cutting an opening in the trace for 
the reception of the improved eyelet, 

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the draw 
lingS. 
The construction of the eyelet is such as to 

adaptit to be arranged in position without cut 
ting the stitches or otherfastening devices be 
tWeen the parts Orlayers of the trace, or other 
Wise disconnecting said parts or layers. After 
forming the opening 1 in the parts or layers 2 
and 3, respectively, of the trace, said opening 
being of any preferred shape and size to suit 
the body portion 4 of the eyelet, the tongue 5, 
which is integral with the body portion of the 
eyelet, is introduced between the parts or lay 
ers of the trace, as shown in Fig. 2, until the 
extremity of the body portion adjacent to said 
tongue bears against the contiguous end of the 
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opening in the trace, as indicated in Fig. 3, the 
extremity of the trace being bent or deflected 
out of the line of the eyelet during the inser 
tion of the tongue. When the tongue has been 
introduced between the parts or layers of the 
trace to its full extent, the extremity of the 
trace may be bent back to its normal position 
to cause the eyelet to lie wholly in the plane 
thereof and fit and bound the entire opening. 
The slotted body portion of the eyeletprojects 
laterally beyond the planes of the sides of the 
tongue a distance equal to the thickness of the 
members or layers of the trace which bear 
against said surfaces of the tongue, whereby 
the opposite edges of the body portion are 
flush with the exterior surfaces of the mem 
bers or layers of the trace. 

In order to secure the outer or rear end o 
the eyelet to the trace, I employ an ear 6, 
which bears against the exterior surface of 
one of the members or layers of the trace, 
and is secured thereto by means of a pin or 
rivet 7. The tongue is also secured in place 
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by means of pins or rivets 8, engaging regis 
tering perforations in the trace and tongue. 
In the construction illustrated the pins or 
rivets do not extend through both exterior 
layers of the trace, but terminate at the in 
ner surface of the inner layer, or that layer 
which is arranged adjacent to the side of the 
horse, whereby a perfectly smooth surface is 
provided for the trace, and as the ear 6 is 
arranged at the exterior side of the eyelet 
and bears against the outer surface of the 
trace, and as the inner edges of the body 
portion of the eyelet are arranged flush with 
the inner surface of the trace, it will be seen 
that this inner surface is unbroken though 
Out. 
From the above description it will be seen 

that the improved eyelet may be applied to 
a trace either during the process of construct 
ing the latter or after the manufacturethereof, 
the body portion of the eyelet being made of 
any desired size and shape to suit the con 
struction of the hook or other part of har 
ness with which said eyelet is to be engaged, 
and when arranged in operative position the 
edges of the body portion of the eyelet are 
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flush with the exterior and interior or ex 
posed surfaces of the trace. In Fig. 5 I have 
shown a punch adapted for forming the open 
ings or slots in the trace, the size and shape 
of the punch being such as to form an open 
ing adapted to receive the body portion of 
the eyelet and fit the same snugly. 
As above described, the eyelet embodying 

my invention may be applied to a trace sub 
Sequent to the completion of the manufacture 
of the latter by the insertion through the 
Opening in the trace of the elongated tongue 
5, which does not exceed the hollow body 
portion 4 in width, and the ear 6, in addition 
to serving as a means for securing the eyelet 
to the trace, is adapted to perform the func 
tion of a guard or wear plate for contact with 
the contiguous portion of a whiftletree with 
which it is engaged. . 

Various changes in the form, proportion, 
and the minor details of construction may be 
resorted to without departing from the spirit 
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this 
invention. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim is- a 
A trace-eyelet for application to a trace 

after the completion of the manufacture of 
the latter, the same having a hollow body 
portion adapted to fit snugly in and bound 
the entire opening in the trace, and provided 
with a forwardly-extending tongue to fit be 
tween members or layers of the trace and an 
ear flush with one edge of the body portion 
and adapted to be secured to the outer Sur 
face of the trace, the tongue not exceeding 
the body portion in width whereby it may be 
inserted through the opening to introduce it 
between the members of the trace, substan 
tially as specified. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two Witnesses. 

IIENRY CHARLES IIOLZILEINER, 
Witnesses: 

FRANK E. SMITH, 
T. BOYD HANCOCK. 
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