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(57) Abstract: A liquid head pressure applied to an elec-
tronic expansion valve disposed on the upstream side (in-
let) of an indoor heat exchanger is reduced to prevent fail-
ure in opening/closing (operation) of the electronic expan-
sion valve. Disclosed is a multiple air conditioner (1)
comprised of a single outdoor unit (2) and a plurality of
indoor units (3) which are disposed downstream of the
outdoor unit (2) and are connected to the outdoor unit (2)
via a refrigerant pipe (8). The outdoor unit (2) is com-
prised of a decompression mechanism (7) juxtaposed to
the refrigerant pipe (8), wherein three electromagnetic
open/close valves (22, 23, 24) and three capillary tubes
(25, 26, 27) having different lengths are provided in the
vicinity of the outlet when a cooling operation is per-
formed, and the electromagnetic open/close valves (22,
23, 24) are connected to the capillary tubes (25, 26, 27),
respectively.
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