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(57) Abstract

Video signals are enciphered so
that only entitled persons can waich the
rrogmm sent by the video signals. A
ayer encoder (5) encodes video signals (3)
by dividing the signals (3) into two lay- "
ers. An enciphering device (65) enciphers ¢

low-definition layer data (57) in ce
with a setting signal (63) from a degree-
of-secrecy setting device (61) and su&plies i
the enciphered data to a combining device 2
(77). Another enciphering device (73) enci-
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phers high-definition layer data (59) in ac-
cordance with a setting signal (71) from an-
other degree-of-secrecy setting device (69)
and supplies the enciphered data to the com-
biningthdm-.ziactea (77)il 1}‘:1: :licvice (13) enci-
phers the at a higher degree-of-secrecy
than that of the device (65). Composite data
(79) from the combining device (77) are
converted into communication data (83) by
means of a communication MODEM (81)
and transmitted to a receiver.
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11 ... source

12 ... transmitter

121 ... layer encoding device
122g, 122b ... encipharing device
123 ... combining device

124 ... communication MODEM
12%s, 123> ..
817 ...

. degres-of-sacrecy setting devic
communication data
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