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(54)  Container  intended  for  the  storage  of  cards. 
Container  intended  for  the  storage  of  cards,  comprising 

two  component  parts  capable  of  interacting  with  each  other, 
being  a  storage  component  (2)  and  an  upper  component  (3). 
The  storage  component  (2)  is  so  executed  at  one  of  its  walls 
(2a)  as  to  exhibit  a  supporting  surface  (4a)  intended  to 
accommodate  the  edges  of  the  cards.  The  upper  component 
(3)  is  so  executed  in  connection  with  the  supporting  surface 
(4a)  as  to  exhibit  a  recess  (3a)  enabling  cards  (5)  with  their 
edges  (5a)  resting  against the  supporting  surface  (4a)  to  be  so 
arranged  asto  extendthrough  the  recess  (3a). 



TECHNICAL  FIELD. 

The  p resen t   invent ion   r e l a t e s   to  a  con t a ine r   intended  for  t h e  

s torage  of  ca rds ,   and  in  p a r t i c u l a r   to  such  a  con t a ine r   c o m p r i s i n g  

two  component  par t s   capable  of  i n t e r a c t i n g   with  each  o the r ,   t h e s e  

being  a  s to rage   component  intended  for  the  cards  and  an  upper  

component  serv ing   as  a  l i d .  

The  exp re s s ion   ' ca rd '   as  used  in  the  p resen t   a p p l i c a t i o n   s h a l l ,  

of  course,   be  understood  to  denote  every  type  of  ma te r i a l   in  s h e e t  

form,  a l though  the  invent ion  finds  a  p a r t i c u l a r   a p p l i c a t i o n   where  a 

number  of  cards  is  caused  to  form  a  ba tch ,   said  cards  thus  b e i n g  

capable  with  advantage  of  exh ib i t ing   d i f f e r e n t   markings  one  from 

the  o the r ,   thereby  forming  a  card  index,  a  pack  of  cards ,   or  a  number 

of  cards  for  bidding  when  playing  b r idge ,   e t c .  

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PRIOR  ART. 

P rev ious ly   d i sc losed   is  a  large  number  of  d i f f e r e n t   types  o f  

con ta iner   in tended  for  the  storage  of  a  number  of  cards  assembled  

toge ther   as  a  batch,   and  as  an  example  of  the  p r ior   art  mention  may 
be  made  of  a  con ta ine r   intended  for  a  number  of  playing  c a r d s  

comprising  two  component  parts   capable  of  i n t e r a c t i n g   with  each 

o ther ,   these  being  a  s torage  component  in tended  for  the  s torage   o f  



the  p l ay ing   cards  and  an  upper  component  se rv ing   as  a  Lid,  s a i d  

s t o r a g e   component  and  said  upper  component  being  capable  of  b e i n g  

caused  to  i n t e r a c t   with  each  o ther   by  causing  the  walls  of  the  upper  

component  to  enc lose   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   walls  on  the  s to rage   component .  

Also  p r e v i o u s l y   d i s c l o s e d   is  the  a r rangement   of  a  c o n t a i n e r  

for  a  number  of  cards  e x h i b i t i n g   d i f f e r e n t   markings  one  from  t h e  

o the r   so  as  to  form  a  card  index  and/or  r e g i s t e r   ca rds ,   said  c a r d s  

being  s t o r ed   in  the  c o n t a i n e r   in  a  p o s i t i o n   and  a t t i t u d e   a p p r o p r i a t e  

to  t h e i r   u s e .  

Mention  may  f i n a l l y   be  made  of  a  s to rage   arrangement   for  c a r d s  

so  des igned   as  to  f a c i l i t a t e   b idding  when  p l ay ing   b r idge ,   compr i s ing  

one  pocket   with  a  compartment  which  is  open  towards  the  top  t o  

accommodate  a  set  of  su i t   cards  and  no-trump  cards  and  a 

second  pocket  for  a  c o l l e c t i o n   of  pass  ca rds ,   double  cards  and 

r e - d o u b l e   c a r d s .  

This  La t te r   a r rangement   is  i L L u s t r a t e d   and  de sc r i bed   in  Swedish 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PRESENT  INVENTION. 

TECHNICAL  PROBLEM. 

Having  regard  for  the  p r i o r   art  a  compl i ca t ed   t e c h n i c a l   problem 

is  e n c o u n t e r e d   in  c o n n e c t i o n   with  the  c r e a t i o n   of  such  c o n d i t i o n s ,  

when  d e s i g n i n g   a  c o n t a i n e r   for  a  number  of  c a r d s ,   as  will   p e r m i t  

sa id   c o n t a i n e r   to  s t o r e   the  cards  in  a  simple  f a sh ion   when  the  c a r d s  

are  not  in  use,   but  a l so   to  hold  the  cards  in  a  simple  fashion   i n  

such  a  way  tha t   any  markings  p resen t   on  the  cards  will   be  c l e a r l y  

v i s i b l e .   In  the  La t t e r   case  the  c o n t a i n e r   should  serve  as  a  s u p p o r t  

for  the  c a r d s .  

A  f u r t h e r   t e c h n i c a l   problem  is  the  c r e a t i o n   of  such  c o n d i t i o n s  

when  d e s i g n i n g   the  c o n t a i n e r   as  will   permit  the  ca rds ,   when  they  a r e  

being  s t o r ed   in  the  c o n t a i n e r ,   to  be  brought  t o g e t h e r   into  a  compact 

u n i t ,   wi thout   the  need  for  any  markings  p r e s e n t   on  the  cards  to  be 

v i s i b l e ,   a l though  when  the  cards  are  placed  in  such  a  way  that   t h e y  

are  to  be  held  by  the  c o n t a i n e r   the  cards  sha l l   then  be  d i s t r i b u t e d  

and  d i s p l a c e d   r e l a t i v e   to  each  other   in  such  a  way  that   any  markings  

p r e s e n t   on  the  cards  wil l   become  c l e a r l y   v i s i b l e .  



Another  major  t e c h n i c a l   problem  encountered   in  c o n n e c t i o n  

with  a  c o n t a i n e r   of  the  nature   d e s c r i b e d   above  is  the  c r e a t i o n   o f  

c o n d i t i o n s   such  that   the  c o n t a i n e r   sha l l   be  able  to  hold  and  s t o r e  

two  types  of  card  sepa ra te   from  each  o the r .   Provided  that   t h e  

con t a ine r   is  so  designed  as  to  be  capable  of  holding  two  d i f f e r e n t  

types  of  card,  each  c o n s t i t u t i n g   a  batch  or  a  set  of  p laying  c a r d s ,  

then  it  is  d e s i r a b l e   for  the  c o n t a i n e r   to  be  given  a  form  such  t h a t  

both  types  of  card  are  v i s i b l e   in  a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d   manner,  and  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r   any  markings  p resen t   on  the  r e s p e c t i v e   cards ,   when  t h e s e  

are  placed  in  such  a  way  that   they  are  to  be  held  by  the  c o n t a i n e r  

in  two  p o s i t i o n s   which  are  s e p a r a t e   from  each  o t h e r .  

The  p resen t   inven t ion   is  based  on  the  unders tand ing   that   a 

number  of  cards ,   t oge the r   forming  a  ba t ch ,   shal l   be  a l l o c a t e d  

d i f f e r e n t   he ights   one  from  the  o t h e r ,   and  that   the  d i f f e r e n c e   i n  

the  he ights   of  cards  s i t u a t e d   next  to  each  other  need  not  exceed  

the  size  of  the  marking  on  the  r e s p e c t i v e   cards ,   but  that   such  

cond i t i ons   shal l   be  c rea ted   when  the  cards  are  placed  in  the  c o n t a i n e r  

as  will  cause  the  cards  to  be  d i s t r i b u t e d   a u t o m a t i c a l l y   and  d i s p l a c e d  

in  such  a  way  that   the  markings  on  the  cards  will  become  v i s i b l e .  

A  f u r t h e r   t e c h n i c a l   problem  also  encountered  in  c o n j u n c t i o n  

with  the  a forement ioned   r e q u i r e m e n t s   is  providing  the  c o n t a i n e r   w i t h  

a  design  such  that   the  batch  or  ba t ches   of  cards  conta ined   i n s i d e  

the  con t a ine r   i s / a r e   able ,   in  s p i t e   of  the  fact  that   the  i n t e r n a l  

dimensions  of  the  con ta ine r   only  s l i g h t l y   exceed  the  dimensions  o f  

the  cards ,   to  create   c o n d i t i o n s   such  that   the  batches  of  cards  may 
be  removed  from  the  con ta ine r   in  a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d   f a s h i o n .  

A  major  t e c h n i c a l   problem,  in  p a r t i c u l a r   when  the  c o n t a i n e r  

is  to  conta in   two  batches  of  cards  which  are  separa te   from  each  o t h e r ,  

concerns  on  the  one  hand  c r e a t i n g   c o n d i t i o n s   such  that   said  b a t c h e s  

of  cards  will  be  kept  s epa ra t e   from  each  o the r ,   and  on  the  o t h e r  

hand  c r e a t i n g   cond i t ions   such  tha t   both  batches  of  cards  may  be 

removed  from  the  con ta ine r   s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  

SOLUTION. 

The  present   invent ion   proposes   a  con ta iner   intended  for  t h e  

s torage  of  cards ,   comprising  two  component  par ts   capable  o f  



i n t e r a c t i n g   with  each  o t h e r ,   these  being  known  as  the  s t o r a g e  

component  and  the  upper  component.  In  accordance   with  the  p r e s e n t  

i n v e n t i o n   the  s t o r a g e   component  sha l l   be  so  execu ted   at  one  of  i t s  

wal ls   as  to  e x h i b i t   a  s u p p o r t i n g   su r face   i n t ended   to  accommodate  t h e  

edges  of  the  c a r d s ,   and  the  upper  component  sha l l   be  so  executed  i n  

connec t i on   with  the  s u p p o r t i n g   su r face   as  to  e x h i b i t   a  r e c e s s ,  

enab l ing   cards  with  t h e i r   edges  r e s t i n g   a g a i n s t   the  s u p p o r t i n g  

s u r f a c e   to  be  so  a r r anged   as  to  extend  through  the  r e c e s s .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   also  proposes  tha t   a  number  of  c a r d s ,  

t o g e t h e r   forming  a  b a t c h ,   may  be  a l l o c a t e d   d i f f e r e n t   r e s p e c t i v e  

h e i g h t s ,   sa id   d i f f e r e n c e   between  cards  s i t u a t e d   next  to  each  o t h e r  

being  less   than  the  s ize   of  any  marking  app l i ed   to  the  r e s p e c t i v e  

c a r d s ,   and  t h a t   in  order   tha t   the  e n t i r e   marking  sha l l   be  v i s i b l e  

when  the  b a t c h e s   of  cards  are  put  in  the  c o n t a i n e r   in  such  a  way 
tha t   the  c o n t a i n e r   forms  a  support   for  the  ba tches   of  ca rds ,   t h e  

card  to  which  the  s m a l l e s t   he ight   has  been  a l l o c a t e d   sha l l   res t   a g a i n s t  

the  base  and  the  card  with  the  g r e a t e s t   he igh t   s h a l l   res t   a g a i n s t  

the  s u p p o r t i n g   s u r f a c e   a d j a c e n t   to  the  waLL. 

The  s u p p o r t i n g   su r f ace   may  in  th i s   case  be  given  a  f l a t   shape  

at  the  base  of  the  c o n t a i n e r   or  a  s tepped  shape  with  the  t r ead   b e i n g  

aLLocated  a  depth  c o r r e s p o n d i n g   to  the  t h i c k n e s s   of  the  c a r d .  

The  base  may  a lso   be  executed   with  advan tage   so  as  to  e x h i b i t  

a  f l a t   r a i s e d   second  s u p p o r t i n g   su r f ace   and  running  from  i t  

o b l i q u e l y   to  sa id   o p p o s i t e   wall  of  the  s t o r a g e   component  a  t h i r d  

s u p p o r t i n g   s u r f a c e .  

The  second  s u p p o r t i n g   su r face   is  i n t ended   to  support   a  s econd  

number  of  c a r d s ,   forming  a  batch  during  s t o r a g e ,   whi l s t   the  t h i r d  

s u p p o r t i n g   s u r f a c e   is  in tended   to  suppor t   the  edges  of  the  c a r d s ,  

said  cards  being  so  a r ranged   as  to  extend  through  an  a d d i t i o n a l  

r ecess   in  the  upper  componen t .  

In  order   to  p rov ide   s u f f i c i e n t l y   secure   s t o r a g e   of  the  c a r d s  

in  the  c o n t a i n e r ,   t he re   is  a r ranged   between  the  second  s u p p o r t i n g  

component  and  the  f i r s t   s u p p o r t i n g   component  a  s t o p ,   so  d i m e n s i o n e d  

tha t   the  stop  p r o j e c t s   beyond  the  uppermost  s u r f a c e   of  the  s e c o n d  

batch  of  cards   and  thus  p rov ides   a  suppor t   for  the  f i r s t   batch  o f  

c a r d s .  



A  p a r t i c u l a r l y   s u i t a b l e   embodiment  involves   causing  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r   to  be  executed  in  p r i n c i p l e   as  an  o rd ina ry   c o n t a i n e r   f o r  

packs  of  c a rd s ,   but  causing  the  suppor t ing   su r f aces   to  be  e x e c u t e d  

in  the  form  of  a  number  of  narrow  sheets   or  a  f l a t   s u r -  

face  which  does  not  extend  between  opposing  edges.  The  s h e e t s  

c lo se s t   to  the  oppos i t e   walls  or  the  opposing  edges  of  the  f l a t  

sur face   are  s i t u a t e d   at  a  d i s t ance   from  the  r e s p e c t i v e   wall  of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r .  

ADVANTAGES. 

Those  advantages   which  may  p r i n c i p a l l y   be  regarded  as  b e i n g  

a s s o c i a t e d   with  a  con ta ine r   in  accordance  with  the  p resen t   i n v e n t i o n  

are  that   the  c o n t a i n e r   does  not  serve  only  as  a  s to rage   space  f o r  

cards  which  have  been  c o l l e c t e d   t o g e t h e r   into  a  ba tch ,   but  tha t   t h e  

c o n t a i n e r   also  serves   as  a  support   for  the  cards  when  these   adop t  

a  p o s i t i o n   such  as  will   permit  any  markings  p resen t   on  the  c a r d s  

to  be  made  v i s i b l e   in  a  simple  f a s h i o n .  

A  f u r t h e r   advantage  of  the  p resen t   i nven t ion   is  that   two  b a t c h e s  

of  cards  c o n t a i n i n g   d i f f e r e n t   cards  may  be  kept  in  the  c o n t a i n e r  

without  the  n e c e s s i t y   for  the  cards  to  become  mixed  t o g e t h e r .  

F i n a l l y ,   the  c o n t a i n e r   has  been  executed  in  such  a  way  tha t   a  pack  

of  cards  which  is  being  kept  in  the  s to rage   part  of  the  c o n t a i n e r  

can  be  removed  from  the  con ta ine r   in  an  extremely  simple  f a s h i o n ,   i n  

sp i te   of  the  fact   tha t   the  i n t e r n a l   dimensions  of  the  c o n t a i n e r  

exceed  the  dimensions  of  the  cards  by  only  a  small  amount .  

What  may  be  regarded  as  the  p r i n c i p a l   c h a r a c t e r i s t i c   f e a t u r e s  

of  a  c o n t a i n e r   in tended  for  the  s to rage   of  cards  in  accordance  w i th  

the  p re sen t   i nven t ion   and  which  comprises  two  component  pa r t s   c a p a b l e  

of  i n t e r a c t i n g   with  each  o the r ,   these  being  a  s torage   component 

in tended  for  the  cards  and  an  upper  component  serving  as  a  c o v e r ,  

are  the  s i g n i f i c a n t   c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s   i n d i c a t e d   in  the  f i r s t  

c h a r a c t e r i z i n g   part   of  the  Patent   CLaim. 



BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DRAWINGS. 

Two  p r e f e r r e d   embodiments  proposed  here ,   which  e x h i b i t   t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n t   c h a r a c t e r i s t i c   f e a t u r e s   of  the  p resen t   i n v e n t i o n ,   a r e  

de sc r i bed   in  g r e a t e r   d e t a i l   with  r e f e r e n c e   to  the  accompanying  d r a w i n g ,  

in  which :  

Figure  1  shows  a  s e c t i o n   through  a  f i r s t   embodiment  of  a 

c o n t a i n e r   i n t e n d e d   not  only  to  i l l u s t r a t e   tha t   two 

d i f f e r e n t   ba t ches   of  cards  can  occupy  s e p a r a t e  

p o s i t i o n s   in  the  c o n t a i n e r ,   but  also  to  i l l u s t r a t e  

how  these   ba t ches   of  cards  are  capable  of  a d o p t i n g  

a  p o s i t i o n   p e r m i t t i n g   any  markings  the reon   to  be 

seen  c l e a r l y ;  

Figure  2  shows  a  plan  view  of  the  con t a ine r   in  a c c o r d a n c e  

with  Figure  1 ;  

Figure  3  shows  a  l o n g i t u d i n a l   s e c t i o n   through  the  c o n t a i n e r  

in  accordance   with  Figure  1 ;  

Figure  4  shows  a  s e c t i o n   through  a  second  embodiment  of  a 

c o n t a i n e r ;  

Figure  5  shows  the  des ign   of  a  suppor t ing   su r face   on  an 

e n l a r g e d   s c a l e ;  

Figure  6  shows  a  plan  view  of  the  c o n t a i n e r   in  a c c o r d a n c e  

with  Figure  4 .  

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  TWO  PREFERRED  EMBODIMENTS. 

Shown  here  with  r e f e r e n c e   to  Figure  1  are  a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n   and  

a  side  view  of  a  f i r s t   embodiment  of  a  c o n t a i n e r   1  ,   compris ing  two 

component  p a r t s   capable   of  i n t e r a c t i n g   with  each  o t h e r ,   one  of  t h e s e  

being  a  s t o r a g e   component  2  i n t ended   as  a  s to rage   space  for  t h e  

cards  and  the  o ther   being  an  upper  component  3  se rv ing   as  a  c o v e r .  
The  s t o r a g e   component  2  e x h i b i t s   four  walls  2a,  2b,  2c  and  2d  and 

a  base  2 e  .   The  wal ls   are  so  des igned   as  to  be  capable  of  i n t e r a c t i n g  
with  the  upper  p a r t ,   for  which  purpose  s p e c i a l   guide  s t r i p s   are  formed 

on  the  upper  p a r t .  

The  s t o r a g e   component  2  is  so  executed   at  one  of  i t s   wal ls   2a 

as  to  e x h i b i t   a  s u p p o r t i n g   s u r f a c e   4  in tended   to  accommodate  t h e  

edges  of  the  cards  ex t end ing   from  tha t   part   2a'  which  faces   t h e  



upper  component  3  ob l ique ly   towards  the  base  2e  of  the  s t o r a g e  

component  2  ,   and  the  upper  component  3  is  so  executed  i n  

connect ion   with  the  suppor t ing   su r face   as  to  e x h i b i t   a  recess   3 a  ,  

enabl ing  a  number  of  cards  5  with  t h e i r   edges  5a  r e s t i n g   a g a i n s t  

the  suppor t i ng   su r f ace   4a  to  be  so  a r ranged   as  to  extend  t h r o u g h  

the  recess  3a  .   The  suppor t ing   su r f ace   4  may  also  be  f l a t   and 

p a r a l l e l   with  the  base  4 e  .  

The  cards  which  toge the r   form  a  batch  5  will  adopt  t h e  

o u t s t r e t c h e d   p o s i t i o n   i l l u s t r a t e d   in  the  Figure  when  the  cards  a r e  

using  the  c o n t a i n e r   2  and  the  s to rage   component  as  a  s u p p o r t .  

When  th is   batch  of  cards  is  being  kept  in  the  con ta ine r   2  it  wiLL 

adopt  the  p o s i t i o n   i nd i ca t ed   by  means  of  the  r e f e r e n c e  

d e s i g n a t i o n   5 '  .  

With  the  cards  5'  in  the  p o s i t i o n   i l l u s t r a t e d ,   it  should  be 

borne  in  mind  that   these  cards  have  been  a l l o c a t e d   d i f f e r e n t  

r e s p e c t i v e   h e i g h t s ,   but  that   the  d i f f e r e n c e   in  the  height   of  t h e  

r e s p e c t i v e   cards  need  not  be  s u f f i c i e n t   to  permit  any  marking  p r e s e n t  

on  the  ends  of  the  r e s p e c t i v e   cards  to  be  shown.  In  order  for  t h e s e  

markings  to  become  f u l l y   v i s i b l e ,   it  wil l   be  necessa ry   for  t h e  

batches  of  cards  to  be  d i sp laced   to  a  c e r t a i n   e x t e n t ,   said  d i s p l a c e m e n t  

being  achieved  in  accordance  with  the  i n v e n t i o n   by  causing  that   c a r d  

to  which  the  s m a l l e s t   height  has  been  a l l o c a t e d   to  rest   on  the  b a s e ,  

on  the  part   2 e '  ,   and  by  causing  tha t   card  with  the  g r e a t e s t   h e i g h t  

to  rest   aga in s t   the  suppor t ing   su r face   4a  ,   ad jacen t   to  the  wall  2 a  ,  

said  component  par t   having  been  given  the  r e f e r ence   d e s i g n a t i o n   4 a '  .  

The  s u p p o r t i n g   sur face   4a  is  given  a  s tepped  form  in  which 

each  t read  is  given  a  depth  co r re spond ing   to  the  t h i c k n e s s   of  t h e  

r e s p e c t i v e   card,   thereby   causing  the  edge  of  each  card  to  r e s t  

agains t   a  f l a t   s u r f a c e .  

The  rest   of  the  base  2e  is  so  executed   as  to  e x h i b i t   a  f l a t  

ra ised  second  suppor t i ng   surface  6a  and  running  from  it  o b l i q u e l y  

down  to  the  lowest  part   of  the  wall  2c  of  the  s torage   component 

a  th i rd   s u p p o r t i n g   sur face   7a  ex tending   towards  the  bottom  2e  o f  

the  s torage   component  or  s torage  compar tmen t .  

The  second  suppor t ing   surface   6a  is  in tended  to  support   a 

second  number  of  cards  toge ther   forming  a  batch  8'  during  s t o r a g e  



in  the  s to rage   component  2  of  the  c o n t a i n e r ,   whi l s t   the  t h i r d  

s u p p o r t i n g   s u r f a c e   7a  is  in tended  to  suppor t   the  edges  8a  of  t h e  

cards  8  when  the  batch  8  is  using  the  s t o r a g e   component  2  as  a 

s u p p o r t i n g   component,   said  cards  being  so  a r r anged   as  to  e x t e n d  

through  an  a d d i t i o n a l   recess   3b  in  the  upper  component .  

Between  the  second  suppor t i ng   component  6  and  the  f i r s t  

s u p p o r t i n g   component  4  is  a  stop  9  so  d imensioned  as  to  e x t e n d  

in  he igh t   beyond  the  uppermost  sur face   of  the  second  batch  o f  

p l ay ing   cards  8 '  ,   said  stop  thus  p rov id ing   a  suppor t   for  the  f i r s t  

batch  of  p lay ing   cards  51  when  th i s   is  being  s t o r ed   in  the  s t o r a g e  

component  of  the  c o n t a i n e r .  

The  s u p p o r t i n g   s u r f a c e s   4a,  6a,  7a  are  executed   from  a  number 

of  th in   sheet   components  des igna ted   4,  6,  7  .   The  s h e e t  

components ,   which  are  s i t u a t e d   c lo ses t   to  the  oppos i t e   walls  2b  and 

2d ,   are  s i t u a t e d   at  a  g r e a t e r   d i s t a n c e   from  the  r e s p e c t i v e   watt  2b,  2d 

than  from  the  ad j acen t   sheet   components ,   which  means  tha t   t h e  

two  ba tches   of  p l ay ing   cards  51  and  8 '  ,   when  they  are  being  s t o r e d  

in  the  s t o r a g e   component  of  the  c o n t a i n e r ,   may  be  ra i sed   from  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r   by  app ly ing   p r e s s u r e   in  the  d i r e c t i o n   of  the  arrow  ' P '  ,  

as  shown  in  Figure  3,  t h e r e b y   causing  the  o p p o s i t e   edge  of  the  b a t c h  

of  p lay ing   cards  to  be  Li f ted   from  the  upper  edge  sur face   of  t h e  

s t o r a g e   component  2  .  

The  angle  of  i n c l i n a t i o n   of  the  s u p p o r t i n g   su r f ace   4a  has  been  

s e l e c t e d   at  a p p r o x i m a t e l y   500,  a l though  t h i s   angle  i s ,   of  c o u r s e ,  

dependent   on  the  amount  of  f u r t h e r   e x t e n s i o n   r e q u i r e d   in  order  t o  

make  the  markings  on  the  r e s p e c t i v e   cards  c l e a r l y   v i s i b l e   when  t h e  

s to rage   component  of  the  c o n t a i n e r   is  being  used  as  a  s u p p o r t i n g  

component.  The  s u p p o r t i n g   su r face   7a  has  been  given  an  angle  o f  

i n c l i n a t i o n   of  300  or  t h e r e a b o u t s ,   and  in  t h i s   case ,   too,   v a r i a t i o n s  

a r e ,   of  cou r se ,   p o s s i b l e .  

The  upper  component  3  has  been  so  execu ted   as  to  e x h i b i t   edges  
in  c o n j u n c t i o n   with  the  r e c e s s e s   3a  and  3b  for  the  purpose  o f  

p r o v i d i n g   a  firm  bas i s   for  the  cards  on  the  one  hand  and  of  p r o v i d i n g  

a  firm  bas i s   for  the  upper  component  on  the  o the r   h a n d .  

B e n e f i t s   can  be  de r ived   from  the  manufac tu re   of  al l   component 

p a r t s   in  a  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   such  as  i m p a c t - r e s i s t a n t   a c r y l i c ,   o r  



a l t e r n a t i v e l y   ABS  p l a s t i c ,   which  means  tha t   the  neces sa ry   c l e a r a n c e  

must  be  p r o v i d e d .  

The  s p e c i f i c a t i o n   is  a lso  based  on  the  assumpt ion   t h a t  t h e  

suppor t ing   surface   4a  has  a  s tepped  form.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,   there  i s  

nothing  to  prevent   t h i s   s u p p o r t i n g   su r face   f rom be ing   executed  i n  

the  form  of  grooves ,   whereby  the  edge  of  each  card  can  be  accommodated 

in  the  r e s p e c t i v e   g r o o v e .  

The  present   c o n t a i n e r   f inds   a  p a r t i c u l a r l y   s u i t a b l e   a p p l i c a t i o n  

when  it  is  used  as  a  c o n t a i n e r   for  f a c i l i t a t i n g   b idding  when  p l a y i n g  

b r i d g e ,   since  the  cards  making  up  the  batch  o f  c a r d s   5  can  t h e n  

be  a l l o c a t e d   markings  r e l a t i n g   to  suit   cards  and  no- t rump 

cards ,   whi ls t   the  batch  of  cards  8  can  be  a l l o c a t e d   markings  r e l a t i n g  

to  pass  cards ,   double  cards  and  re -double   c a r d s .  

Figures  4  to  7  show  a  second  embodiment,  in  respec t   of  which 

only  the  s i g n i f i c a n t   d i f f e r e n c e s   will  be  d e s c r i b e d   h e r e .  

It  will  be  a p p r e c i a t e d   that   a  notch  is  formed  in  the  bottom  2 e  .  

This  notch  10  is  in tended   to  cause  the  f i r s t   card  in  the  b a t c h  

of  cards  to  drop  down  in  such  a  way  that   said  card  will   be  h e l d  

s ecu re ly   by  the  o ther   cards  at  a  point  above  i t s   end  s u r f a c e ,   which 

means  that   the  card  wil l   not  a t tempt   to  climb  u p w a r d s .  

A  s i g n i f i c a n t   f e a t u r e   of  the  i n v e n t i o n ,   i r r e s p e c t i v e   of  w h e t h e r  

the  sur face   4a  is  i n c l i n e d   in  the  manner  i n d i c a t e d   or  is  i n c l i n e d  

through  a  smaller   angle ,   or  even  if  it  c o n s t i t u t e s   a  f l a t   h o r i z o n t a l  

s u r f a c e ,   is  that   the  cards  are  able  to  rest   a g a i n s t   a  stop  11  and 

that   said  stop  may  then  be  executed  in  the  bottom  2e  of  the  s t o r a g e  

component  2  .  

The  surface   4a  has  been  executed  in  t h i s   embodiment  as  a  f l a t  

su r face   with  the  su r f ace   s t r u c t u r e   i l l u s t r a t e d   in  Figure  5 .  

The  upper  component  3  is  so  executed  in  con junc t ion   with  t h e  

recess   3a  as  to  e x h i b i t   a  suppor t ing   edge  12 ,   and  the  r e c e s s  

3b  is  so  executed  as  to  e x h i b i t   a  suppor t ing   edge  13 .  These 

suppor t ing   edges  are  in tended   to  engage  in  the  recess   14  and  15  i n  

the  bottom  component,  thereby   ensur ing  the  good  s t ack ing   c a p a b i l i t y  

of  these  con t a ine r s   when  placed  one  on  top  of  the  o t h e r .  

The  f l a t   sur face   4a  does  not  extend  over  the  e n t i r e   width  o f  

the  s torage   component,  but  t e r m i n a t e s   at  a  d i s t a n c e   from  the  wa l l  



components  2d .   It  is  thus  p o s s i b l e   to  dimension  the  d i s t a n c e   and 

the  height   of  the  s u p p o r t i n g   su r f ace   6a  in  such  a  way  tha t   p r e s s u r e  

app l i ed   to  the  set  of  p lay ing   cards  wi l l   cause  the  set  of  p l a y i n g  

cards  to  p ivot   about  an  edge  16  so  tha t   the  oppos i te   par t   of  t h e  

set  of  p l ay ing   cards  wil l   r i se   above  the  upper  edge  su r face   of  t h e  

s to rage   component  where  it  can  be  taken  hold  of  e a s i l y .  

The  i n v e n t i o n   is  not ,   of  cour se ,   r e s t r i c t e d   to  the  embodiments  

de sc r i bed   above  by  way  of  examples ,   but  may  undergo  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  

within  the  con tex t   of  the  f o l l owing   Pa ten t   CLaims  and  the  c o n d i t i o n s  

r e l a t i n g   to  the  idea  of  i n v e n t i o n .  



1.  Conta iner   intended  for  the  s torage   of  cards  compris ing   two 

component  par t s   capable  of  i n t e r a c t i n g   with  each  o t h e r ,   being  a 

s to rage   component  (2)  and  an  upper  component  (3),   c  h  a  r  a  c  t  e  r  -  

i  z  e  d   in  that   the  s torage  component  (2)  is  so  executed  at  one  of  

i t s   walls   (2a)  as  to  exh ib i t   a  suppor t ing   su r face   (4a)  i n t ended   t o  

accommodate  the  edges  of  the  cards ,   and  in  that   the  upper  component 

(3)  is  so  executed  in  connect ion  with  the  suppor t i ng   su r f ace   (4a)  as  

to  e x h i b i t   a  recess  (3a)  enabl ing   cards  (5)  with  t h e i r   edges  (5a)  

r e s t i n g   aga ins t   the  suppor t ing   sur face   (4a)  to  be  so  a r ranged   as  t o  

extend  through  the  recess  ( 3 a ) .  

2.  Conta iner   in  accordance  with  Patent   Claim  1,  c  h  a  r  a  c  t  e  r  -  

i  z  e  d   in  that   a  number  of  ca rds ,   t o g e t h e r   making  up  a  ba tch ,   have 

been  a l l o c a t e d   d i f f e r e n t   r e s p e c t i v e   h e i g h t s ,   whereby  the  card  t o  

which  the  sma l l e s t   height  has  been  a l l o c a t e d   r e s t s   a g a i n s t   the  base  

(2e ' )   and  the  card  with  the  g r e a t e s t   height   r e s t s   aga in s t   t h e  

suppor t i ng   sur face   (4a)  ad jacen t   to  the  wall  ( 2 a ) .  

3.  Conta iner   in  accordance  with  Patent   Claims  1  or  2 ,  

c  h  a  r  a  c  t  e  r  i  z  e  d   in  that   the  s u p p o r t i n g   su r f ace   (4a)  i s  

given  a  s tepped  form  in  which  each  t read   is  g i v e n   a depth 

co r re spond ing   to  the  th ickness   of  the  c a r d .  

4.  Conta iner   in  accordance  with  Patent   Claim  1,  c  h  a  r  a  c  t  e  r  -  

i  z  e  d   in  that   the  base  is  also  so  executed  as  to  e x h i b i t   a  f l a t  

r a i sed   second  suppor t ing   surface   (6a)  and  running  from  it  o b l i q u e l y  

to  said  oppos i te   wall  of  the  s to rage   component  a  t h i r d   s u p p o r t i n g  

sur face   (7a)  extending  towards  the  bottom  of  the  s to rage   component .  

5.  Conta iner   in  accordance  with  Patent   Claim  4,  c  h  a  r  a  c  t  e  r  -  

i  z  e  d   in  that  the  second  suppor t ing   su r face   (6a)  is  in tended  t o  

support   a  second  number  of  cards  (8')  forming  a  batch  during  s t o r a g e ,  



whi ls t   the  t h i r d   s u p p o r t i n g   s u r f a c e   (7a)  is  in tended  to  suppor t   t h e  

edges  (8a ' )   of  the  cards  (8) ,   e n a b l i n g   said  cards  to  be  so  a r r a n g e d  

as  to  extend  through  an  a d d i t i o n a l   recess   (3b)  in  the  upper  component .  

6.  Conta iner   in  accordance   with  any  of  the  foregoing  Pa tent   C l a i m s ,  

c  h  a  r  a  c  t  e  r  i  z  e  d   in  tha t   between  the  second  s u p p o r t i n g  

component  (6a)  and  the  f i r s t   is  a  stop  (9),   so  d imensioned  as  t o  

extend  in  height   beyond  the  upper  su r f ace   of  the  second  batch  o f  

cards  (8 ')   and  in  so  doing  to  p rov ide   a  support   for  the  f i r s t   b a t c h  

of  c a r d s .  

7.  Con ta ine r   in  accordance   with  any  of  the  fo regoing   Pa ten t   C l a i m s ,  

c  h  a  r  a  c  t  e  r  i  z  e  d   in  t ha t   the  suppor t ing   s u r f a c e s   (4a,  6 a ,  

7a)  are  executed   in  the  form  of  a  number  of  narrow  s h e e t s .  

8.  Conta iner   in  accordance   with  Pa ten t   CLaim  7,  c  h  a  r  a  c  t  e  r  -  

i  z  e  d   in  tha t   those  shee t s   which  are  c l o se s t   to  t h e  

oppos i t e   walls   are  s i t u a t e d   at  a  g r e a t e r   d i s t ance   from  the  r e s p e c t i v e  

wall  than  from  the  a d j a c e n t   d i s c - s h a p e d   p a r t .  

9.  Con ta ine r   in  accordance   with  Pa ten t   CLaim  1,  c  h  a  r  a  c  t  e  r  

i  z  e  d   in  tha t   the  s u p p o r t i n g   s u r f a c e   is  executed  in  the  form  of  a 

s u p p o r t i n g   su r f ace   ex tend ing   from  tha t   part   (2a ')   of  the  wall  which 

faces  the  upper  component  (3)  o b l i q u e l y   towards  the  base  (2e)  o f  

the  s to rage   componen t .  

10.  Con ta ine r   in  accordance   with  Pa t en t   Claim  1,  c  h  a  r  a  c  t  e  r  

i  z  e  d   in  tha t   the  s t o r age   component  is  so  executed  as  to  e x h i b i t  

a  suppor t   i n t ended   for  the  c a r d s .  

11.  Conta iner   in  accordance   with  any  of  the  fo regoing   Pa tent   C l a i m s ,  

c  h  a  r  a  c  t  e  r  i  z  e  d   in  tha t   the  sheets   are  e x e c u t e d  

in  the  form  of  an  unbroken  s u r f a c e   t e r m i n a t i n g   at  a  d i s t a n c e   from 

the  w a l l s .  
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