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FIG. 1

cy for fluidization of the particles, and especially a sealing portion of the
particles at the top of a particle retention zone disposed between screens at
upstream and downstream positions relative to radial fluid flow. Fluidiza-
tion is reduced or eliminated by offsetting openings of the screens in the
axial direction, such that upstream openings in the upstream screen are
above highest downstream openings in a downstream stream. The offset in
openings imparts a downward flow component to radially flowing fluid,
thereby reducing solid particle fluidization without the need to induce a
specitic pressure drop profile along the entire axial direction of the screens.
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