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. This invention relates to rowboats and outboard riotor 
boatsáof the catamaran type. 

Heretofore, boats have been made on the catamaran 
principle and have included a pair of floats or pontoons 
with a framework connecting the same above the level 
of the water. Collapsible rigid frameworks have been 
used in combination with collapsible, or telescoping. 
toons so that the catamaran may be converted 
easily carried package when not in use. Usu tially, how 
ever, Straps completely encircling the pontoons have been 
provided to hold the pontoons to the frameworka 
straps have tended to be difficult to install and 
considerable resistance to the passage of the pontoon 
through the water. - 
The principal object of this invention is to provide a 

catamaran which can be collapsed into a compact pack 
age and in which the pontoons are held to the framework 
by novel means creating no drag or water resistance. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a cata 

maran wherein inflatable pontoons are held to the frame 
work by the inflation thereof, thereby eliminating any en 
circling straps. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide rigid 
channels, below the rigid framework of a catamaran, 
which channels receive and retain the upper half of the 
inflated pontoons without extending below the water line. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved catamaran having a foldable framework and de 
flatable pontoons, together with a foldable outboard mo 
tor mounting and integral spray guards thus forming a 
portable craft of great versatility and convenience. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of the preferred form of the in 

vention; 
Fig. 2 is a side view of the invention shown in Fig. 1, 

partly in section; 
Fig. 3 is an end view, in section, on line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged front end view of the platform 

and channels of the invention in folded condition and 
Fig. 5 is a side view of the device shown in Fig. 4. 
A pair of pontoons A and B are provided each identical 

to the other and spaced apart one or more feet to lie in 
parallelism. Each pontoon such as A, preferably has 
an upwardly tapered forward end 23 and an upwardly 
tapered rearward end 24, the ends being separated by a 
cylindrical intermediate section 25. The pontoons A 
and B are of flexible material such as water proof plastic, 
rubber or the like and may be inflated or deflated with 
air by means of an air valve 26. Preferably each pon 
toon such as A is divided into several air compartments 
such as 220, 221 and 222, by flexible partitions such as 
224 and 225, each compartment having a separate air 
valve such as 26 or 226. 
A platform C of rigid material such as metal or plywood 

is provided having a leading edge 41, a trailing edge 42 
and side edges 43 and 44. The platform C is of approxi 
mately the same length as the cylindrical intermediate 
portions 25 of pontoons A and B and is of sufficient 
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the channel and the intermediate portion 25. 

2 
width: to extend between, and above, the said pontoons 
leaving a suitable space therebetween. 
Mounted below the platform Care a pair of identical 

channels D and E also of rigid material such as metal 
or plywood, each extending longitudinally below the 
underside of one of the opposite sides of the platform. 
Channels:E) and E are spaced apart one or more feet to lie 
in parallelism and to receive the intermediate:portions 25 

: of poafoons A and B. Each channel such as D is inverted 
to provide an horizontal base wall 60 and a pair of spaced 
apart, vertical side walls 61 and 62 which depend down 
wardly from the base wall. As best shown in Fig. 3, 
when a pontoonisuch as: A is inflated in its channel such 
as E), the upper half of the cylindrical intermediate por 
tion 25 tangentially engages base wall 60 and sidewalls'61 
and 62 with a frictional engagement at 63, 64 and 65. 
Since the material of the pontoon such as A'is' flexible 
when the air pressure in the pontoon is increased the 
grip of the channel D on the upper half of the portion 
25 becomes more and more: firm throughout the length of 

The side 
walls 61 and 62 may belonger than shown, if desired, 
'without in any way creating water resistance and the 
pressure in pontoons. A and Bimaybe sufficient to distort 
the upper; half of portion 25 into the shape of the inside 

, of the channel D. To occupy less space when notinuse, 
the pontoons A and B may be released from channels: D 
and E and platform C by merely deflating:the same. The 
greater the weight of platform C, and the greater the 
load carried thereon, the tighter, the changels :D and E 
will: grip the inflated pontoons A and B. 

Preferably a pair of upstanding protuberances such as 
71 and 72 are fixed on the upper half of the cylindrical 
intermediate portion 25 of each pontoon such as A or B. 
Protuberances 71 and 72 are positioned at opposite ends 
of each portion 25 to contact the channel such as D prox 
imate the leading and trailing edges 41 and 42 of plat 
form C. Not only do such protuberances assist in posi 
tioning the platform C on pontoons A and B, but they 
prevent any possibility of the pontoons sliding forwardly 
or rearwardly out of the channels D and E. It will be . 
noted that, if desired, such protuberances may be of re 
silient material such as rubber and may extend above and 
slightly over the platform C thereby preventing accidental 
displacement of the platform in a vertical direction. 

Platform C and channels D and E are preferably made 
in at least two sections, each platform section 100 or 101 
having channel portions 102, 103 or 104, 105 integral 
therewith or fixed thereto. The meeting edges of sections 
'100 and 101 are hinged transversely of the platform at 
107 so that they will fold flatwise against each other 
as indicated in Figs. 4 and 5. It is also preferred that 
the side walls 61 and 62, of each channel such as D, be 
hinged longitudinally of platform C as at 69 and 70, to 
fold parallel to the platform and overlying the bottom 
wall 60 of the channel. Thus not only can the pontoons 
A and B be deflated and removed, but the platform C 
and channels D and E are foldable into an easily portable 
package which can be unfolded when ready to be used. A 
clamp 10 is provided on each side wall such as 62, where 
by the various sections of channels D and E may be locked 
together when in use to form a rigid unit, 

Upstanding from the central portion of the trailing edge 
42 of platform C is a rigid member 120 arranged to re 
ceive the clamps of an outboard motor. Braces 121 and 
122 are pivotally connected to member 120 with their 
lower ends 123 and 124 releasably held by set screws 125 
and 126 in threaded holes 127 and 128 in platform C. 
Member 120 is transversely pivoted at 119 to fold down 
wardly from its upstanding position when the set screws 
125 and 126 are released from holes 127 and 128. 

In its preferred form, the side edges 43 and 44 of 
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platform C project substantially beyond the side walls 61 
and 62 of channels D and E and thus form an horizontal 
ly projecting spray guard along the longitudinal edges of 
the platform. 

In operation the catamaran may be carried in an auto 
mobile with pontoons A and B deflated and the platform 
C, channels D and E and member 20 folded in the form 
shown in Figs. 4 and 5. 

In use the platform sections 100 and 101 are unfolded 
into extension with each other, the side walls 6 and 62 
are unfolded to form channels D and E and the member 
120 is folded upwardly and fixed by set screws 125 and 
126. Pontoons A and B are then partially inflated by 
valves such as 26, protuberances 71 and 72 are properly 
positioned at the ends of the channels and the pontoons 
further inflated until they are tightly gripped in channels 
D and E. Clamp 110 may then be locked, an outboard 
motor attached to member 120 and the catamaran op 
erated as desired. The procedure is reversed to collapse 
the device into an easily transported bundle. 

I claim: 
1. A catamaran comprising a pair of identical, spaced 

apart Separate pontoons of inflated flexible material, each 
pontoon being straight and having upwardly tapered 
ends and a cylindrical intermediate portion between said 
ends; a horizontal platform of rigid material positioned 

: above, and extending across, the intermediate portions of 
said pontoons, said platform having a leading edge and 
a trailing edge; and a pair of identical, spaced apart 
straight channels of rigid material mounted on the under 
side of each opposite side of said platform for receiving 
and gripping said pontoons, each channel having a hori 
Zontal base wall and a pair of spaced apart downwardly 
depending vertical sidewalls, and each said channel tan 
gentially contacting and frictionally gripping the upper 
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4. 
half of the cylindrical intermediate portion of an in 
flated pontoon throughout the length of its cylindrical 
portion by pneumatic pressure and being detachable from 
said pontoon by pontoon deflation alone. 

2. A catamaran as specified in claim 1 plus a pair of 
fixed upstanding protuberances on the upper half of each 
pontoon, said protuberances being integral with the flex 
ible material of a pontoon and each positioned at an op 
posite end of the cylindrical intermediate portion thereof 
to contact the adjacent channel proximate the leading and 
trailing edge of said platform. 

3. A catamaran as specified in claim 1 wherein the side 
walls of each channel are hinged to fold parallel to said 
platform and overlying the bottom wall of the channel. 

4. A catamaran as specified in claim 1 wherein said 
platform is formed of at least two longitudinally extend 
ing sections hinged to each other at their transverse meet 
ing edges to fold flatwise against each other and the side 
walls of each channel are sectionalized and hingedly con 
nected to said sections for folding flatwise thereagainst. 
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