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1o alt whom it ey conceri:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaAM S. TOTHILL, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Tili-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Swings, of which the follow-
ing is a specification, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to improvements in
swings, and has for its object to provide a sim-
ple and effective means for attaching the ends
of the rope or other article that is employed
to form the swing-body, whereby such ends
will be firmly held in a manner to preven?
them from being worn and weakened by fric-
tion as the swing is used and at the same
time will be so secured as not to present
an awkward or clumsy appearance. I ac-
complish this object by the means shown in
the drawings and hereinafter specifically de-
seribed.

That which I regard as new will be pointed
out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a front elevation, the supporting headpiece
being brokenawayatitsends. Fig.2isa side
elevation, a portion only of the rope shown
in Fig. 1 being represented. Fig. 3 is a de-
tail, being a section at line 3 3 of Fig. 1
through the supporting headpiece and bar
secured below such headpiece and showing
in side elevation one of the hanger-rods. Fig.
4 is a horizontal section at line 4 4 of Fig. 1,
and Fig. 5 is a perspective view of one of the
blocks around which the rope ends are looped.

Referring to the several figures of the draw-
ings, A indicates a headpiece, which may be
a wooden beam of suitable size and adapted
to be supported in any suitable manner high
enough above the ground or floor to permit
the lower end of the swing-body to be in
proper position.

@ o indicate a pair of hanger-rods depend-
ing from the headpiece A, such hanger-rods
in the form of construction shown being
passed through suitable openings in the head-
piece and secured in place by nuts bbon
their upper ends. The lower end of each
hanger-rod « is turned, as shown, to form an
eye ¢, and through these eyes passes a rod d,

the ends of such rod projecting, as shown, o
short distance beyond the said eyes.

¢ indicates a set-serew with which each eye
may be provided, if desired, so as to enable
the rod d to be held immovable in the said
eyes.

e e indicate two blocks located on opposite
ends of the rod d. Each block is somewhat
oblong and is rounded at its upper end and
at its lower end has its sides tapering toward
the end. Each block has in its edge face a
groove ¢, of a size adapted to receive the rope
from which the swing-body is formed. As
shown, each end of the rope is looped around
one of such blocks and then fastened securely
in place by an ordinary rope-clamp, such as
that indicated by f, the clamp being secured,
as shown, immediately below the lower end
of the block e and acting to draw the end of
the rope close to and parallel with the depend-
ing portion of the rope and securing such end
tightly to the said depending portion, thus
causing the portion of the rope around the
block to fit snugly in the groove g.

hindicates a washer lying against the outer
face of each block e, and 7 indicates a key or
pin passing through the end of the rod d for
securing the block in position, one of the
hanger-rods @ preventing inward movement
on the rod d of the block.

B indicates the swing-body, formed of rope
of any ordinary and suitable kind.

The blocks ¢ are free to turn on the rod d,
and hence as the swing is used the rope will
not be subjected to any wear by reason of
friction, such as would be the case if the
blocks were stationary. The strain on the
rope when the swing is in use of course will
hold it firmly seated in the grooves g, SO
that there is no danger of it slipping off the
blocks. The shape of the block, to which ref-
erence has been made, is of value, in that the
loop of rope over the block is afforded a wide
and properly-rounded bearing where it is
most needed, and the_ construction of the
lower end permits the binding together of the
rope end and the body or depending portion of
the rope immediately below the block, and
thereby enables the loop to be made tosnugly
fit the block, which of course is desirable.
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That which I claim as my invention, and | ing its ends looped and secured around said
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is— blocks and within the said grooves and means to
In a swing, the combination of the head- | for securing the rope in place, substantially
piece A, hanger-rods a ¢ depending therefrom, | as specified.
5 the horizontal rod d secured in said hanger- | -
rods, the pair of blocks e pivotally mounted Witnesses:
on the ends of said rod d and each provided A. H. Apaums,
with a groove in its edge face, and a rope hav- JULIA M. BRISTOL.

WILLIAM S. TOTHILL.




