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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

NATHANIEL JENKINS,

OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN FAUCETS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 49,527; dated Augusb 22, 1865,

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, NATHANIEL JENKINS,

of Boston,in the county of Suffolk and Stateof

Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Self-Closing Faucets; and
Idohereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the construe-
tion and operation of the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-

- ing a part of this specification, in which—
Figure 1 is a longitudinal central section,
and Fig. 2 is' a perspective view of therubber

spring, valve, and packing.
Like parts are indicated by the same letters
in both figures.

~ The uature of my invention consists in the
employment of a compressible rubber or other
suitable elastic spring, E, in combination with
the valve-seat L, cap D, and valve-lifter I of
a fancet, the said spring Leing so eonstructed
" and andnged as to answer the threefold pur-
pose of a spring, a packing for the cap, and a
valve, whereéby I am enabled to produce, I
think, a sim pler_, cheaper, and better self-clos-

ing faucet than any known or. used before.

To enable others skilled in -.the art to make,

and use my improvement, I will now proceed
to describe the construction and operation ot
the same.

A is the iulet; B, the outlet; L, the valve-
seat; C,the \alve (,hamber, and D the valve-
chamber cap, all constructed substantially like
those in many faucets now in gemral use, the
cap being confined to the chamberin the usnal
‘manner by means of an internal and external
screw, as represented in Fig. 1.

Dls anelongated solid- rabber spring, shaped
as clearly shown in the drawings, the top end
being flat and provided with a flange, k. The

natural uncompressed length ot this spring E |

is somewhat more than tlie distance between
the valve-seat L and the cap. D, so that when
the latter is screwed down upon the top of the
valve-chamber C the bottom of :the valve will
be forced down sufficiently tight upon the seat
to form a water-tight packmg, while at the
same time the flang ge I, being compressed be-
tween the cap and the top- of the valve-chain-
ber, will also form a water-tight pdckmnr be-
tween the two.

Through the axis or center of the spring E. .
is & round hole, %, through which is forced a
rod, F, sufficiently large to form a water-tight
fit, and provided at ltb lower extremity with
a screw-nut, 4. This rod I' also passes up
fr eely throngh a holein the centerof'the cap D,
andispivoted atmtothe cam-leverd,by turning
which it is obvious that the spring E will be
compressed and its lower end- raised suffi-
ciently high from the valve-seat to allow the
fluid o flow freely from the inlet to the outlet.
‘When the lever is released the elasticity of
thespring E immediately forcesits bottomonto
the valve-seat and closes the fancet, as. repre-
sentedin Fig.1. The spring &, thusconblructed
and arranged, also prevents nearly all the
“water-bammer” when the faucet is suddenly
closed.

Having thus described the construction and
operatlou of my invention, what I claimasnew,
and desire to secure hy Letterb Patent, . is—

The compressible elastic body B, in ’ combi- -
nation with the valve-seat L, cap D, aud valve-
lifier I¥ of a faucet, the said bod y being so con-
structed and armnged as toanswer the three-
fold purpose of a spring, a packing for the eap,
and a valve, subbtdntully as described.

Witnesses: NATHL. J ENKINS
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. GEO. R. CLARKE,



