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9 Claims.

This invention relates to chairs and has for
an object fo provide an improved construction
wherein the chair may be folded into a compact
mass when in one position, and unfolded to be

8 used as a table or in the usual manner of a
chair with a proper support for the back.

Another object of the invention is to provide
an improved folding construction wherein there
is provided a swinging back board capable of

10 adjusting itself automatically to the angle of the
back of the person using the chair.

An ‘additional object is to provide an im-
proved felding chair wherein part of the back
is formed as a tiltable or swinging table capabie

18 of use at an angle to the horizontal, or in a sub-
stantially horizontal position, thus adapting it
to be used as an artist’s easel or as a flat topped
table.

A further object of the invention is to pro-

20 vide a chair in which there is provided a swing-
ing back member capable of being swung to one
side so that a person may sit on the chair back-
wise and then readjust the back member to pre-
sent an easel or a table for various uses.

28 With the above recited and other objects in
view invention resides in the novel construction
set forth in the following specification and par-
ticularly pointed out in the appended  claims
and illustrated in the accompanying drawing,

30 it being understood that the right is reserved to
modifications other than those actually indi-
cated herein to the full extent indicated by the
‘general meaning of the terms in which the
claims are expressed.

35 In the accompanying drawing—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a table chair
disclosing an embodiment of the invention;

Figure 2 is a view . similar to Figure 1 but
showing the chair in a different position;

40 Figure 3 is a fragmentary view partly in sec-
tion showing one side of the upper end of the
chair  illustrating how the back member or
board may be swung from one position to an-
other;

45 Figure 4 is a perspective view showing how
the back member or board is disengageably con-
nected on one side.

Figure 5 is an edge view of the chair shown
in folded positicn.

50  Referring to the accompanying drawing by
numerals, 1 and 2 indicate what may be termed
inside legs which are pivotally mounted at 3
and 4 to what may be termed outside legs 5
and 6. Legs 5 and 6 merge into what may be

58 termed back arms 7 and 8 which accommo-
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date suitable connecting means for connecting
and supporting the back 9 in place and also in
various adjusted positions. The back 9 consists
of a hoard or a number of boards or other
structure forming preferably a flat surface hav-
ing a raised portion or bead 10 along one edge.
When the chair is to be used solely as a chair
the parts are arranged substantially as shown
in Fig. 1,

If desired, the back 9 may be locked in the 68
position shown, or it can be left to swing freely
so that it will accommodate itself to the angie
of the back of the person sitting in the chair.
It will be evident that any suitable form of
seat 11 may be connected with the legs, the
form shown in the drawing being a fabric or
foiding structure connected at the respective
ends to the front of legs 1 and 2 and %o the
top of legs 5 and 6.

A back arm 7 is provided with a slot 12, as
shown in Fig. 4. A U-shaped reinforcing piece
of ‘metal 13 is secured by screws or otherwise
to the upper end of the back arm 7 so as to
reinforce the parts and present a bearing for
the wing nut 14 which is threaded on to.a jour-
nal member 15 rigidly secured to back 9 in any
desired manner, as, for instance, by being
screwed into back 9. However, the structure is
50 made that the pin 15 is adapted to fit into
the notch 12 when in one position and to be 88
either loosely resting therein so as to permit of
swinging movement of back 8, or it may be so
tightened by screwing up the nut 14 as to lock
back 9 at an angle whereby it may be used as
an artist’s easel, or in substantially a horizontal
position as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, whereby it
may be used as a table or other supporting
means for any desired purpose.

On the opposite edge to that carrying the pin
or journal member i5 in Fig. 4, there is pro- 95
vided & hinge 18, said hinge having one leasf
secured to the back § and the other to the up-
ber end of the back arm 8. The leaf carried by
the back arm 8 accommodates the bolt 19 which
is clamped tightly in place by the wing nut 20
acting against a friction plate 21. This struc-
ture permits the locking of the back 9 in differ-
ent adjusted positions as heretofore described
and also permits a swinging movement thereof.
It will be understood that nuts 14 and 20 will
be loose or comparatively loose when the back
is to be swung, after which if desired they may
be tightened. Usually these nuts are under a
slight tension at all times so that the back may
be swung at any time and will normally remain -
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in the new position. However, where the back
9 is to be used as a table, the nuts 14 and 20
are tightened appreciably sc as to prevent any
accidental movement in case a weight of any
kind is placed on the table.

When an artist is using the device for sketch
work, or when any one is using the back 9 as
a table or similar support, the person so using
the same may readily sit on the seat 11 and
enjoy the comfort of sitting down while doing
the desired work on the back 9 which is acting
either as an easel or as a table. 'To conveniently
use the chair in this manner, the nut 14 is loos-
ened somewhat and the back 9 is swung on the
hinge 18 to the dotted line position shown in
Figure 3, leaving the back of the chair’cpen so
that a person may sit down on the seat 11 after
stepping between the back arms 7 and 8. After

being seated the persen using the ‘device will -

swing the back 9 over to its original position
and will screw up nuts 14 and 20 to the desired
extent, after having first swung the back to the
desired angle.

When the chair is nct in use it may be folded,
if desired, to the position shown in Figure 3.
This is possible by reason of the fact that the
respective arms 7 and 8 are hinged at 21 and
929 to the legs 5 and 6. Suitable locking means
23 is provided adjacent each of the hinges
whereby the parts are locked in operative posi-
tion, namely, the position shown in Figures 1
and 2. This lock is shown in the nature of a
hook and eye but it may be a sliding holt or
other locking means which will hold arms 7 and
8 rigidly in their extended position. When it is
desired to fold the chair, nut 14 is loosened and
the back 9 is swung over to the dotted position
shown in Figure 2. The respective legs are
swung into parallelism and then the arms are
swung over against the outer legs 5 and 6, after
which the back 9 is swung to a nested position.

While a few uses have been set forth for the
chair and particularly the back 9, it will be
understood that this is net intended as a limita-
tion upon the scope of the invention, as various
changes and modifications which properly fall
within the scope of the appended claims may
be resorted to when desired.

T claim:—

1. A table chair comprising a pair of inner
legs, a pair of outer legs, means for pivotally
connecting said legs together near a central
point thereof, a flexible seat connected to the
tops of ‘the respective legs, an arm extending
upwardly from the upper end of each of the
outer legs, a back comprising a single board
structure, means for hinging said back to one
of said arms, detachable means for swingably
connecting said back to the other of said arms,
and means for swingably mounting said hinge
connection.

2. In a chair of the character described, a
pair of back arms, a back, means for mounting
said back at the upper ends of said arms, said
means on one side of the back comprising a
hinge having a leaf and & rotatable bolt extend-
ing from said leaf for mounting said hinge on
one of said arms, and on the other side of said
back comprising a journal pin rigidly secured
to the back and a nut for clamping the pin to

"the other of said arms, the last mentioned arm

having an open slot in which said pin is releas-
ably held whereby said nut is adapted to press
the last mentioned arm against said back.

3. A chair including a pair of back arms, one
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of said arms having a slot positioned longitudi-
nalily thereof at the upper end and the other
an aperture, said aperture being aligned with
the lower end of said slot, a U-shaped reinforc-
ing plate surrounding said slot on three sides,
a friction plate arranged on the other arm ad-
jacent said aperture, a hinge having one leaf
positioned adjacent said aperture, a bolt extend-
ing through said aperture, said friction plate
and said leaf, a back arranged between the up-
per end of said arms, means for connecting one
leaf of said hinge to said back, and a journal
pin having a clamping nut arranged on said
back at a point diametrically opposite said hinge,
said journal pin being adapted to fit into said
slot, and said nut being adapted to be tightened
when it is desired to lock the back in a desired
position.

4 -A chair including a pair of back arms, a
back coacting with the upper ends of said arms,
and means for mounting said back on the upper
ends of said arms so that said back may freely
rotate between said arms and may be swung
at another time on one of the arms to be posi-
tionied at one side of the remaining part of the
chair.

5. A table chair comprising a plurality of fold-
ing ‘chair legs, a flexible seat connected with
said legs, a back arm extending upwardly from
each of two of said legs, said arms being in align-
ment with the last mentioned legs, one of 'said
arms having a longitudinally positioned hotch
in the upper end and the other an aperture in
line with the bottom of said notch, a back ar-
ranged between said arims, a pivotal pin extend-
ing from said back through said noteh, a wing
nut for clamping the pin to the arms carrying
the notch, a hinge having one leaf connected to
said back at a point substantially diametrically
opposite said pin, a bolt arranged in said aperture
and extending through the other leaf of said
hinge for clamping- said other leaf to the arm
carrying the aperture, said bolt having a wing
nut whereby the nut and said pin may be
brought under tension without the use of tools
so as to hold the back in different adjusted po-
sitions.

6. A table chair comprising inner and outer
legs, a flexible seat member connected with said
legs, a back arm extending from each of said
outer legs, a back, a pair of means for swingably
supporting said back on the upper ends of said
arms, said pair of means being: positioned- so
that the back when in one position may be
swung between said arms in a plane parallel
with the arms, a hinge connected to said back
one of the means of said pair of means being
carried by said hinge so that the back may he

swung about said hinge to a position at one i

side of said chair, and a detachable connection
between the other of said pair of means and its
arm, said detachable connection acting. as a
locking member for locking the back in different
angular positions between said arms.

7. A chair including a pair of bhack arms, one
of said arms having an aperture near the upper
end and the other an open slot, the lower end
of said slot and said aperture'being in alignment,

a back arranged between said arms, a journal "4

member carried by said back and releasably held
in said slot; a bolt extending through said aper-
ture, and a hinge connecting the back to -said
bolt whereby the back may be supported ‘be-

-twesh -said arms in different angular -positions,
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0F May be swung about said hinge to a position
at one side of said chair.

8. A table chair including a pair of legs, a pair
of arms hingedly connected with said legs, one
of said arms being provided with an open slot
at one end and the other arm being provided
with an aperture, locking means for locking said
arms substantially in alighment with said legs,
said locking means and said hinge being posi-
tioned so that when the locking means are re-
leased the arms may be swung about the hinge
means into folded relation against the legs, said
chair also including a back, means for swingably
mounting said back between said arms, said last
mentioned means including a journal member
carried by said back and removably held in said
open slot, a bolt extending through said aper-
ture, and a hinge connecting said back to said
bolt whereby the back may be supported be-
tween said arms in different angular positions,

3

or may beé sWuiig about said hinge to a position
at one side of said chair.
9. A chair of the character described including
a pair of back arms, a back and and a plurality
of means for connecting the back to the upper
ends of said arms, said means including a hinge
carried by said back, a holt carried by said hinge
extending through one of said arms near the
upper end thereof, a second bolt carried by said
back, said bolts being positioned to extend in a
direction from one arm to the other with their
axes in alignment so that the back may be swung
between said arms, means disengageably con-
necting said second holt to the other of said
arms whereby the back may be supported be-
tween said arms in different angular positions,
or may be swung about said hinge to a position
at one side of said chair. )
LEON D. LEVY.
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