
No. 890,986. 
A., JONES. 

PATENTED JUNE 16, 1908. 

PORTABLE PLATFORM FOR FILING CASES. 
APPLICATION FILED APB, 8, 1908. 

ex? %22%22%22%22 

Ea2a2a22222222222a 22222222 

A. aa1a2. 2. r 

El 
2222222a ze 

2. 

Afz71 

22222 

22 

22%zzaza 

222222222a22 

2222222222222222222222% 

KZ SS 

2. SHEETS-SHEET 1. 

2a 

22/222a2 
2 

222222222 

axa 

2 222222222222 

ció s 

t 

a 222222222222222a 

% 

al 
2. 

222222222222 2 

C 
2a 

- 

22z 
Al-A- 

% 

22 
- - - 

2 a 
2 2 

The worris PETERs co, washination, D. C. 

2 2 2a 
2 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

    

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

    

    

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



No. 890,986. PATENTED JUNE 16, 1908, 
A JONES, 

PORTABLE PLATFORM FOR FILING CASES. 
APPLICATION FILED APR, 8, 1908, 

2. SHEETS-SHEET 2. 

  



O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
ADDISON JONES, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

PORTABLE PLATFORM FOR FILING-CASES. 
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Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 16, 1908. 
Serial No. 427,838, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ADDISON JONES, a citi 

Zen of the United States, and a resident of 
Chicago, county of Cook, and State of Illinois, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Portable Platforms for Filing 
Cases, of which the following is a specification. 

Records, books and the like are frequently 
filed away in suitable cases or tiers of shelves 
which are arranged on opposite sides of an 
aisle. To economize space, the cases are fre 
quently quite high, so that the records or 
books on the upper shelves cannot be reached 
from the floor except by climbing on the 
shelves, or using a ladder or the like. As the 
aisles are frequently quite narrow in order to 
economize space, it is inconvenient to employ 
a ladder between the shelves, and moreover, 
in order to reach different parts of the shelves 
the ladder must be constantly changed from 
One position to another. 
The present invention provides an im 

proved portable platform, together with 
means whereby it may be readily supported 
from the edges of two shelves on opposite 
sides of the aisle. Two or more P these 
platforms may be used to support boards to 
form a supplemental floor between the top 
and bottom of the filing cases or tiers of 
shelves, and which may be changed or lo 
cated at any desired height, so that ready ac 
cess is afforded to the material upon the up 
per shelves. Means are also provided for se 
curely but removably holding the platform 
in position, so that it may be readily changed 
about as desired. 
The invention consists in the features of 

construction, combinations and arrange 
ments of parts hereinafter set forth, illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings and 
more particularly pointed out in the append 
ed claims. 
In the drawings Figure 1 is a view in ver 

tical section online ii of Fig. 2, of two 
filing cases or tiers of shelves to which the 
present improvement is applied. Fig. 2 is a 
plan section on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. Figs. 
3 and 4 are enlarged detail views with parts 
shown in section on the lines 3-3 and 4-4, 
respectively, of Fig. 2. 
The filing cases or tiers of shelves illus 

trated, are arranged on opposite sides of an 
aisle a and comprise the series of shelves b, 
supported on the longitudinal partition c and 
the transverse partitions d. The filing cases 

partments. It will be understood that the 
invention may be applied to other forms of 
filing cases, since it may be readily used with 
any arrangement in which two tiers of 
shelves are arranged. On opposite sides of an 
aisle. It is only necesary that the shelves 
On opposite sides of the aisle shall be corre 
spondingly spaced, that is to say, that each 
two opposite shelves are at Substantially the 
same height. 

In accordance with the present invention a 
transverse portable platform e is employed, 
which is adapted to span the aislea, and 
which is provided with suitable means where 
by it may be detachably connected to the 
edges of two opposite shelves. A set of two 
or more of these platformse will be provided 
usually for each aisle, so that longitudinally 
extending floor boards if may be carried 
thereon, as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 to 
form a supplemental floor intermediate the 
top and bottom of the filing cases or tiers of 
shelves. Supplemental flooring will form a 
temporary but secure Port for persons 
working with the material on the upper 
shelves. 
The portable platforms e, in the form 

shown, are formed of pieces of board and are 
preferably somewhat shorter than the width 
of the aisle a, so that they may be conven 
iently handled therein. The hangers which 
are connected to the opposite ends of each 
platform, and which are adapted to detach 
ably engage or interlock with suitable parts 
at the edges of opposite shelves, are prefer 
ably in the form of round metal rods 10 bent 
to a U-shape as shown. These U-shaped 
hangers preferably extend beneath the oppo 
site ends of each platform and are pivotally 
connected thereto by U-shaped metal clips 
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11, that are fastened to the boards by screws 
12. The ends of the U-shaped hangers 10 
are flattened and bent to form hooks 13, 
which are adapted to detachably interlock 
with suitable parts or supports at the edges 
of opposite shelves. These parts or supports 
in the construction shown, are in the form of 
tubular rods or pipes 14, that are secured in 
position at the edges of the shelves by U 
shaped clips 15. The clips 15 are fastened in 
place by screws 16, which extend into the 
edges of the vertical partitions d. The pipes 
or supporting rods 14 are, as stated, arranged 
at the edges of the shelves b and are spaced 
slightly apart therefrom by blocks or abut 

are thus divided into suitable storage com- ments 17 arranged within the U-shaped clips 
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65 spondingly spaced shelves arranged on op- jecting 

15, and held in place by screws 18. These 
supporting rods extend the entire length of 
the aisle, as shown in Fig. 2, and are held 
against longitudinal movement by set screws 
19, which are threaded through one or more 
of the clips 15, into engagement with the 
rods, as shown in Fig. 3. Preferably, also, 
the supporting rods are provided at their 
ends with cap pieces 20. (See Fig. 2.) It is 
unnecessary to provide supporting rods op 
posite the edges of the lowermost shelves in 
the filing cases, or opposite the edges of the 
uppermost shelves. The rods are, however, 
preferably arranged at the edges of all inter 
mediate shelves as shown, so that the plat 
forms e and the floor boards f may be sus 
pended at any desired height. 
By arranging the supporting rods 14 oppo 

site the edges of the shelves b they do not in 
any way interfere with the use of the shelves, 
or interfere with ready access to the material 
upon the shelves. By spacing the support 
ing rods a slight distance apart from the edges 
of the shelves the hooks 13 may be readily en 
gaged and disengaged therefrom, and more 
over, the hooks may be so shaped as to se 
curely interlock with the supporting shelves. 
As clearly indicated in Fig. 3, the points at 
which the hangers 10 are pivoted to the plat 
form e are closer together than the two oppo 
site supporting rods 14, so that, in the opera 
tive position of the hangers, the ends thereof 
extend upwardly and outwardly from their 
pivotal points of connection with the plat 
form, into engagement with the supporting 
rods 14, so that the platforms e and the floor 
boards fare securely held in position just be 
low one of the shelves of each of the cases on 
opposite sides of the aisle. By pivotally con 
necting the hangers 10 to the platforms, the 
latter may be shorter than the width of the 
aisle and so conveniently handled and shifted 
from place to place. Moreover, by employ 
ing such pivoted hangers, they may be read 
ily and securely engaged with the supporting 
rods 14 at any point in the aisle, eventhough 
the distance between the rods varies to a 
slight extent. When not in use, the plat 
form or platforms may be readily swung 
down out of the way against the face of one 
of the cases, as indicated in the dotted lines 
in Fig. 1. 

It is obvious that numerous changes may 
be made in the details set forth without de 
parture from the essentials of the invention. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is:- 

1. The combination with tiers of shelves 
arranged on opposite sides of an aisle, of a 
transverse platform and means for detach 
ably securing the same to the edges of op 
posite shelves, substantially as described. 

2. The combination with tiers of corre 

engagement with the 
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posite sides of an aisle, of a transverse plat 
form having hooks at its ends, said shelves. 
having parts at their edges with which said 
hooks are adapted to detachably interlock 
and removably hold said transverse plat 
form in place, substantially as described. 

3. The combination with tiers of corre 
spondingly spaced shelves arranged on op 
posite sides of an aisle of a set of transverse 
platforms having hooks at their ends, said 
shelves having parts at their edges with 
which said hooks detachably interlock to 
uphold said platforms, and One or more longi 
said platforms, substantially as described. 

4. The combination with tiers of shelves 
arranged on opposite sides of an aisle, of a 
transverse platform having hook-like hangers 
pivoted to its opposite ends, said shelves 
having parts at their edges with which said 
hangers detachably interlock, said hangers 
extending upwardly from said platform into 

parts at the edges of 
said shelves, substantially as described. 

5. The combination with tiers of corre 
spondingly spaced shelves arranged on op 
posite sides of an aisle, of a set of transverse 
platforms, hangers pivoted to said shelves 
and extending upwardly therefrom and hav 
ing hooks at their upper ends, said shelves 
having parts at their edges with which said 
hooks detachably interlock, and one or more 
longitudinally extending floor boards car 
ried on said 
scribed. 

6. The combination with tiers of shelves 
arranged on opposite sides of an aisle, of a 
transverse platform shorter than the width 
of said aisle, and hook-like hangers pivoted 
to the ends of said platform, said shelves hav 
ing parts at their edges with which said 
hangers detachably interlock, said hangers 
in operative position extending upwardly 
and outwardly from their pivot points into 
engagement with the parts at the edges of 
said shelves, substantially as described. 

7. The combination with the tiers of cor 
respondingly spaced shelves arranged on op 
osite sides of an aisle, of a transverse plat 
orm shorter than the width of said aisle, 
hangers pivoted to the ends of said platform, 
said shelves having parts at their edges with 
which said hooks detachably interlock, said 
hangers, in Operative position extending up 
Wardly and outwardly into engagement with 
the parts at the edges of said shelves, and one 
or more longitudinally extending floor boards 
carried by said platforms, substantially as 
described. 

8. The combination with the tiers of cor 
respondingly spaced shelves arranged on op 
posite sides of an aisle, of a transverse plat form, U-shaped hangers pivoted to the ends 
of said EEE and having upwardly pro 

ooks at their ends, and parts at the 

platforms, substantially as de 
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edges of opposite shelves with which said 
hooks interlock, substantially as described. 

9. The combination with the tiers of cor 
respondingly spaced shelves arranged on op 
posite sides of an aisle, of a set of transverse 
platforms shorter than the width of said aisle, 
U-shaped hangers pivoted to and extending 
beneath the ends of said platforms and hav 
ing hooks at their ends, parts at the edges of 
opposite shelves with which said hooks inter 
lock, said hooks extending upwardly and 
outwardly, in operative position, into en 
gagement with said parts, and one or more 
longitudinally extending floor boards carried 
on said platforms, substantially as described. 

10. The combination with tiers of shelves 
arranged on opposite sides of an aisle, of sup 
ports secured in position at the edges of op 
posite shelves and spaced apart therefrom, 
and a transverse platform having hangers at 
its ends for detachably engaging said Sup 
ports, substantially as described. 

11. The combination with tiers of corre 
spondingly spaced shelves arranged on oppo 
site sides of an aisle, of supports secured in 
position at the edges of opposite shelves and 
spaced apart therefrom, a set of transverse 
platforms having hangers at their ends de 
tachably engaging said Supports, and one or 
more longitudinally extending floor boards 
carried by said platforms, slibstantially 3S 
described. 

12. The combination with tiers of corre 
spondingly spaced shelves arranged on oppo 
site sides of an aisle, of pig rods se 
cured in position opposite the edges of said 
shelves and spaced apart therefrom, a trans 
verse platform, and hook-like hangers se 
cured to the ends of said platform and ar 
ranged to detachably engage said supporting 
rods, substantially as described. 

13. The combination with tiers of corre 
spondingly spaced shelves arranged on oppo 
site sides of an aisle, of Supporting rods se 
cured in position opposite the edges of said 
shelves and spaced apart therefrom, a set of 
transverse platforms, hook-like hangers piv 
oted to said platforms and extending up 
wardly therefrom and detachably engaging 
said supporting rods, and one or more longi 
tudinally extending floor boards carried on 
said supports, substantially as described. 

14. The combination with tiers of corre 
spondingly spaced shelves arranged on oppo 
site sides of an aisle, of supporting rods se 
cured in position opposite the edges of said 
shelves and spaced apart therefrom, a trans 
verse platform shorter in length than the 
width of said aisle, and hook-like hangers 
pivoted to the ends of said platform and ex 
tending upwardly and outwardly, in opera 
tive position, and detachably engaging with 
said supporting rods, Substantially as de 
scribed. 

15. The combination with tiers of corre 
spondingly spaced shelves arranged on oppo 
site sides of an aisle, of supporting rods se 
cured in position opposite the edges of said 
shelves and spaced apart therefrom, a set of 
transverse platforms shorter in length than 
the width of said aisle, U-shaped hangers 
pivoted to and extending beneath the ends 
of said platforms and having hooks at their 
ends extending upwardly and outwardly in 
operative position, and detachably engaging 
said supporting rods, and one or more longi 
tudinally extending floor boards carried by 
said platforms, substantially as described. 

ADDISON JONES. 
Witnesses: 

ELEANOR HAGENOW, 
KATHARINE GERLACH. - 
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