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UNTTED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

MICHAEL GELLER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

CONTROL AND GUEST’S PAY-CHECK FOR HOTELS, RESTAURANTS, &c. -

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 719,209, dated J anuary 27, 1903,
Application filed December 13,1901, Serial No. 85,822, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, MICHAEL GELLER,a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
the city of New York, borough of Manhattan,
in the county and State of New York, have
invented a new and Improved Control and
Guest’s Pay-Check for Hotels, Restaurants,
&e., of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description.

My invention relates to devices for con-
trolling and checking the service to guests in
hotels and other similar institutions; and the
purpose of the invention is to produce a sim-
ple self-contained check so arranged that
all errors in charges or receipts and pecula-
tions can be automatically, quickly, and in-
fallibly detected and located.

Theinvention consistsinthenovelarrange-
ment and combinations of the parts, as will
be hereinafter fully set forth, and pointed out
in the claim.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawing, forming a part of this speeification,
in which is shown a plan view of the improved
check.

The check consists of a card A of suitable
dimensions, preferably made of paper and
provided with a column B, in which the names
of the articles ordered and served are en-
tered, and duplicate account-columns C and
D, in which latter columns the prices of the
articles ave duplicated in opposing spaces 10
in dollars and cents. These duplicate ac-
count-colamns C and D are separated by a
score-line 11, which is. carried from edge to
edge of the card, forming whatIterm a ““con-
trol-strip” E. Inthe body portion of the card
each account-card is provided with an accom-
panying space 12, in which the totals of the
amounts appearing in the account-columns
are entered.

Preferably at one end of the control-strip
E a stub F is located, but divided from the
body by a transverse score-line 13, so that
this portion of the echeck, which constitutes
the checker’s stub, can be separated from the
control-strip along the score-lines 11 and 13.
This checker’s stub I appearsin the control-
strip at the lower corner of the check, al-
though its position relative to the body of the

check may be changed, and the stub is usu-

ally divided into two sections 14 and 15, the
upper section bearing the word *Waiter”
and the number of the waiter and check-num-
ber, while the lower section 15 is intended to
have the checker’s number produced thereon
by the checker when the card is presented to
him and he places in the acecount-columns C
and D the charges for the first article upon
the check. This section usually bears the
inseription *‘Checker’s No.” Thescore-line
18 is met by a second transverse score-line
13*, which extends from the line 13 to the op-
posite end of the card, producing a long stub
F', preferably divided into sections 16 17 18
19. The section 16 has the word ** Waiter”
and the number of the waiter produced there-
on. The section 17 is provided with the
words ‘“Check No.” and numeral indicating
the number of the check, while the section 18
bearsthe phrase ““Amount received.” On this
section the amount of money is entered when
received from the waiter, which amount corre-
sponds to the amount expressed in the total-
spaces 12, and the section 19 may be used to
locate a trade mark or instructions or may be
omitted. ThestubF’ isintended asa waiter’s
receipt for the money paid to the cashier by the
waiter at the time of the settlement of the ac-
count, as will be hereinafter more particularly
described. At the opposite end of the body of
the check panels 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 are
shown. The panels 20 and 21 are a portion
of the control-strip E, and the panel 20 bears
the number of the check and the parel 21 the
number of the waiter. The other panels just
mentioned form a portion of the body of the
check. The panel 22 bears the check-num-
ber and the panel 23 the number of the waiter.
The panel 25 may be used to receive the
checker’s number or for any purpose desired,
and the panel 24 is usnally employed to indi-
cate the number of the table. The panel 26
may be used toindicate deductions, ifany,and
the panel 27 is usually a blank panel; but the
number of the panelsconnected with the body
of the check may be changed or their location
varied, as likewise the matter produced in the
panels, and I desire it to be understood that
theaccount-columns Cand D,which areshown
at the right of the column in which the names
of the articles served are written, may be
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placed at the left-hand side of the check or at
either end thereof, as may be found most con-
venient or most desirable.

In the use of thecheck when the waiter re-
ceives his first order from a guest the name of
the article is written in the column B, and the
waiter in filling the first portion of the order
calls at the desk of the checker for that de-
partment, who stamps or otherwise produces
the amount representing the cost of the arti-
cle in both of the columns C and I opposite
the name of the article ordered. Thus the
amount appears in duoplicate, one amount
upon the body of the check and the otherupon
the control-strip. Afterthechecker has thus
placed the cost of the article in the account-
columns C and D the checker writes, prints,
or otherwise produces his or her number upon
section 15 of the checker’s stub F and de-
taches the stub from the check, retaining it
until the return of the control-strip. The
waiter now proceeds to fill other orders from
the same guest, and the checkers of the va-
rious departments as the orders are filled in-
sert the cost of the various articles in the ac-
count-columns C and D; but subsequent
checkers are not identified with the particu-
lar waiter’s check or number or otherwise, the
checker of the leading article being the only
person responsible for the check to the end of
its service.

After all the articles ordered have been
served the waiter presents the check to the
cashier, who adds up the amounts in the ac-
count-columns C and D and writes or prints
the totals in the spaces 12. The waiter will
now return to the guestand collect the amount
of the bill and present it and the money to
the cashier; but the waiter will detach the
control-strip E, keeping thesame. This con-
trol-strip may be removed by the waiter at
any time after the totals have been written
in the check. The cashier after receiving
the amount of the bill writes or prints the
amount in the receipt-section 18 of the stub
I and detaches the same from the body of the
check, which stub is handed to the waiter
and is his receipt for the money turned in.
Finally the waiter returns to the desk first
visited and presents the control-strip E, re-
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ceiving in turn the checker’s stub F, that was
first removed from the check. The confrol-
strip is kept by the checker, and the body of
the check is retained by the cashier, and in
proving accounts a control-strip should be
found for each check bearing a corresponding
total amount. If the control-strip is not
forthcoming and the waiter is questioned, the
checker’s stub which he received will indi-
cate which of the checkers is responsible for
the control strip or slip, and should a ques-
tion arise as to whether or not the full amount
of the bill was presented to the cashier the
waiter’sreceipt, if fortheoming, would decide
the matter. It is evident that the control-
strip is a check on the checker, as the amounts
in the column C of the body of the check
must agree with the amounts in the column
of the control-strip if everything is straight.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

A check for use in hotels, restaurants and
similar establishments, consisting of a sheet
provided with a main column B adapted to
contain the names of articles, and duplicate
and adjoining columns C and D separated
one from the other by a weakened longitudi-
nal line, which columns Cand D are adapted
to contain amounts in duplicate, the said
sheet being also provided below the eolumn D
with a checker’s stub Fin vertical alinement
with the column D and defined by an outer
margin of the sheet and by weakened lines,
the sheet being further provided with panels
20 and 21 above the column D, the weakened
line separating the columns C and D forming
the inner side lines of the said panels, which
panels 20 and 21 contain respectively a check-
number and a waiter’s number, and dupli-
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cates of the panels 20 and 21 located above -

and below the column C, all arranged forthe
purpose described. :

In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witpesses. .
MICHAEL GELLER.

Witnesses:
BENJAMIN LEERBURGTS,
ABRAM STYSE.
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