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In order to improve the hard and shrill
tone of steel strings it has already been pro-
posed to arrange intermediate layers of resil-
lent sound damping materials between the

5 string and the bridge, or between the string
and the saddle, or in both places. The im-
provements in tone obtainable by these means,
especially with non-covered strings, are how-
ever unsatisfactory. It has already been pro-

10 posed to arrange a rubber dise, or a small Toll
of rubber, slidably on the string between the
bridge and the peg, but by this means an im-
provement of tone can be obtained only with
thick non-covered strings and not with thin
15 strings,

According to the invention an improve-
ment of the tone of steel strings is obtained by
arranging on the string between the bridge
and the bowing place a little knot of silk

20 thread which can slide and which ig prefer-
ably made by means of a weaver’s knot, and
also, when using non-covered steel strings,
by winding the string near to the saddle with
a slidable winding of silk and a wire winding

25 Tor protecting the silk and allowing this slid-
able winding to bear against an elastic sup-
port of rubber or the like, arranged between
the string and the finger board. It is very
advantageous to provide on the sliding knot

30 of silk a little plate of leather, rubber, or the
like, which is glued or otherwise fixed so as
not to touch the string. The arrangement of
the small plate has the object of Increasing

the action of the silk knot. " The tone thereb:

5 becomes more definite and resembles that of a
gut string.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings in which

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the whole ar-

40 rangement,

Fig. 2 shows a part of it on a lareer scale,

Fig. 3 shows another part also on a larger
scale and

Tig. 4is a plan of the latter,

In these drawings  is the bridge,  the fin-
ger board and ¢ the saddle of a stringed in-
strument. The string, the tone of which is to
be improved, is indicated by d. The means
intended for this purpose are in the first place
§2 a small knot ¢ of silk carrying a piece of
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leather, rubber or the like ¢’, and arranged
slicably on the string between the bridge and
the finger board, and secondly the double
winding 77 of the string with silk and with
wire for protecting silk which bears against
an elastic support 7 of cacutchouc or the like,
and is also slidable and is arranged close to
4.1

the saddle c.

What T claim is:

. In combination with a steel string of a
musical instrument, a knot of sillk arranged
siidably on the string between the bridge and
the point where the bow is applied and pref-
erably made by means of a weaver’s knot.

2. In combination with a non-covered steel
g of a musical instrument, a knot of sitk

rranged slidably on the string between the
bridge and the point where the bow is applied
nd preferably made by means of a weaver’s
mot, and a double winding on the string of
sill'and wire over the sillk arranged slidably
on the string, and an elastic support of caout-
chouc or the like arranged above the finger
board on which the double winding bears, as
and for the purpose set forth.

3. A device as claimed in claim 1 having
a small plate of resilient material arranged on
the silk knot so as not to touch the string.

4. A device as claimed in claim 2 having a
small plate of resilient material arranged on
the silk knot so as not to touch the string.

5. A device as claimed in claim 1 having
a small plate of cacutchouc arranged on the
sill kmot so as not to touch the string,

6. & device as claimed in claim 2 having
a small plate of caoutchouc arranged on the
silk knot so as not to touch the string.

7. A device as claimed in claim 1 having a
small plate of leather arranged on the silk
knot so as not to touch the string.

8. A device as claimed in claim 92 having a
small plate of leather arranged on the silk
knot so as not to touch the string.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
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