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The present invention relates to a marker assembly, and
more particularly to a device for displaying signs, names,
street addresses and the like, all of the indicia being easily
and simply changed.

Markers for indicating street addresses, names and other
information are conventional and vary quite widely in
construction, from the mere painted poster to the rela-
tively complex arrangements whereby the displayed infor-
mation may be altered at will. In the latter category,
markers capable of supporting changeable characters or
indicia have proven to be relatively costly and limited in
use, and it is one of the purposes of the present inven-
tion to provide a versatile marker construction which may
be used in almost any environment, yet be rugged, durable,
inexpensive, simple in construction and facile in manipu-

- lation.

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide a
marker assembly for supporting indicia plates which may
be changed at will.

1t is another object of this invention to provide a2 marker
assembly for use as signs, street addresses, name displays,
and the like.

It is still another object of this invention to provide a
marker assembly for supporting indicia plates so com-
structed as to facilitate changing such plates and to elimi-
nate difficulties encountered in inclement weather.

Other objects will become apparent as the description
proceeds.

The above-mentioned and other features and objecis

- of this invention and the manner of attaining them will
become more apparent and the invention itself will be
best understood by reference to the following description
of an embodiment of the invention taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a front elevation of one embodiment of this
invention;

FIG. 2 is a part-sectional illustration taken substan-
tially along section line 2—2 of FIG. 1;and

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary perspective illustration par-
tially sectioned and broken away for revealing more
clearly the constructicn.

Referring to the drawings, the embodiment there illus-
trated is intended to be used as a house marker which
displays the number of the street address. This embodi-
ment comprises a bar frame, generally indicated by the
reference numeral 18, having two sides 12 and 14, re-
spectively, connected together at the top ends thercof by a
cross member 16. This bar frame 10 is preferably die-
formed from a bar of metal such as steel or aluminum
and as illustrated is of square or rectangular cross-section.
An indicia supporting-plate assembly, generally indicated
by the reference numeral 18, spans the frame between the
sides thereof and is secured at the opposite ends to the
sides 12 and 14, respectively. This supporting-plate as-
sembly comprises two plates 28 and 22 clamped together
in back-to-back relation, these two plates being formed
preferably by die stamping. Further, these plates 28 and
22 are identical so that they may be formed by the same
set of dies. Since these plates are identical, a detziled
description of one will suffice for both, the reference nu-
merals applied to each of these plates being the same
with the exception that one of the plates will carry refer-
ence numerals having the suffix Ietter “4.”

Each plate is formed of suitable sheet metal such as
steel, aluminum or the like, and is provided with upper
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and lower identically shaped elongated channe! sections
indicated generally by the reference numerals 24 and 26,
respectively. These channel sections are elongated, spaced
apart and parallel, each channel section having parallel
spaced-apart flanges. For the channel section 24, these
flanges are indicated by the reference pumerals 28 and
39, and for the channel section 26 the flanges are indi-
cated by the numerals 32 and 34, respectively. The
flanges 28 and 30 are joined together by a fiat bottom
portion 36 and the flanges 32 and 34 are similacly joined
together by bottom portion 38. For symmetry of design,
the bottom portions 36 and 38 are fashioned to lie in the
same plane.

The central portion of the plate 28 is flat and of rec-
tangular shape to provide a panel 48, This panel 49 lies
in the plane extending at right angles to the channel sec-
tion flanges and also for symmetry of design is parallel
to the plane of the channel bottom portions 36 and 38.

A plurality of spaced-apart slots 42 are provided in the
corners formed between the panel 46 and the innermost
flanges 30 and 34, respectively, these siots being elongated
and arranged in a straight line adjacent to the corners
and in the plane of the exposed or front face of the panel
49. As many of these slots 42 may be used as desired,
and the spacing between and the size thereof may vary
to suit design needs. .

- As seen more clearly in FIG. 2, the outermost flanges
28 and 32 of the channel sections are longer than the
innermost rtespective flanges 38 and 34, the purpose of
this difference in size becoming apparent from the follow-
ing description.

Each of the plates 20 and 22 are provided at the op-
posite ends thereof with right angle flanges 44 which
extend beyond the front side of the respective panel. -

As previcusly explained, the two plates 20 and 22 are
identically formed, and in the assembling thereof they are
abutted against each other as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3
in back-to-back relation. The back sides of the panels
49 and 49a. abut each other and are coplanar such that
the respective channel sections 24, 24a and 26, 26a meet
to provide two elongated hollow reinforcing portions, in-
dicated by the numerals 47 and 49, respectively. These
hollow reinforcing or box-like portions 47 and 49 are
formed by the oppositely extending flanges 28, 28z and
30, 32a overlapping and engaging each cther as illustrated,
ths flange 28 overlying the flange 284 in the upper box-like
portion 47 and the flange 32 overlying the flange 324 in

. the lower box-like portion 49,

‘With the supporting plate assembly 18 assembled to-
gether as just explained, the flanges 44 of the two plates
are straddled over the front and rear surfaces of the
two frame sides 12 and 14, respectively. The two flanges
44 of the respective plates 20 and 22 form a channel
having the same shape and size as the bar frame 16. So
assembled on the bar frame, the flanges 44 are spot welded
at various points 46 on both the plates 20 and 22 to the
sides 12 and 14, thereby securely fastening the plates 28
and 22 together as well as to the frame 18.

The marker assembly just described is adapted to re-
ceive indicia or number plates indicated by the numeral
48. Preferably, the individual plates 48 are formed of
a resilient sheet material such as thin gauge steel or
aluminum, each plate having a length dimension corre-
sponding substantially to the width of the respective
panel 40, 49¢. On the opposite ends of each plate 48
are small tabs or projections 56 which are adapted to
enter and project through companicn slots 42 of the re-
spective plates 20 and 22. By this means, the various
plates 48 are firmly and securely supported in place on
the panels 48 and 46q.

In FIG. 2 is illustrated in dashed line configuration the
method of inserting and removing the various plates 43
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from the supporting plate 18, If it is desired to first as-
‘semble the plate 48, the first step is to insert one pro-
jection 5§ in the proper slot 42 as shown by the dashed
line configuration 484. . Next, the plate is bowed slightly,
as mmcated by the’ dashed Ime conﬁﬂuratron 48b, thereby

slot 42, Once this has been accomplished, the indicia
plate 1s teleased whereby the . natural resxhen»y ‘thereof
will cause it to flatten sougly against the respectxve front
surface of the panel 48 or 46a. In removing the indicia
‘plate from ‘the support 18, the indicia plare is merely
‘bowed outwardly so as to wrthdraw the pro;ectrons 5¢
from the respective slots.

From the foregomg description, it is evident that the
marker assembly is not only rugged and durable, but is
‘simple in constriction, inexpensive and facile to manipu-
late. Since the two plates 20 and 22 are identical, only
‘one-‘set of forming diés is needed for provrdmg the sup-
portmg plates 20 and 22 By means of the unique method
of assembling the two plates 20 and 22 together, only
“one set of fastenings 46 are needed for securing the
‘plates 26 and 22 together as well ‘as to the supportmg
'frame 10. Thus only a minimum of time and equipment
is'needed for secunng all the parts together.

“The ‘unique construction of the two plates 20 and 22
wrth respect to the channel séctions serve in provrdmcv the
Box:like portions 47. anid 49 which function as closures

for the slots 42 as well as reinforcement for the panels 46 -

-and 40a. Not only are the slots 42 ‘enclosed, but, addi-
tionally, the pro;ectmns 56 on the indicia plates 48 are
concealed from view. Additionally, with the box-hke por-
trons formed as 111ustrated and described, rain and mois-
ture are prevénted from passing through the slots 42 and
draining over ‘the indicia plates 48. In freezmg weather,
water passing through these slots could fréeze on the in-
dicia plates, théreby. obscliring the numerals.

The box-like portions also prevent water from enter-
ing the ‘space between the panels 40 and 40z which, in
“freezing weather, would distort and in some instances pos-
fsrbly snap the indicia platés 48 from the respectrve sup-
‘porting panels, Other advantaoes will ‘occur. to- persons
‘skilled in'the art.

While the invention has been illustrated i in cormectron
with’ address markers for houses, it will occur as obvious
‘{0 ‘persons skllled in the art that the marker assembly of
‘thls mventron may be used as ‘street markers, nameplates,
signs and other devicés for displaying information of a
character whreh may be’ changed from time to time.

‘While we have desctibed above the principles of obr in-
vention in connection with specific apparatus it is to be
clearly understood that this descuptmn is made omly by
way of example and not as'a limitation to the scope of
our mventron

What is claimed is:

1.”A ‘marker assémbly comprising a ‘bar frame having
two spaced apart parallel sides connected together at ome
end by a cross bar, said sidés being rectangular in cross-
section, a supportmv-plate assembly spanning said frame
and secured at its opposite ends to said sides respectively;
"said supporting-plate assembly ¢omprising two plates back-
to-back; ‘each’ plate includirig upper and lower spaced
apart and parallel identically shaped elongated chansel
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sections, each channel section having spaced apart paral-

lel flanges, said flanges being integrally joined at one end
thereof by a bottom portion, the outermost flange of each
channel section being substantially wider than the inner-
most flange thereof, a flat panel integrally joined to the
longitudinal edges of said innermost flanges and lying in
a2 plane at right augles to said flanges, a series of spaced
apart elongated slofs in the corners formed between said
panel and said innermost flanges, said slots being arranged
in a straight Iine in said respective corners; said two
plates being assembled together with said flat panels in
face-to-face abutting relationship and the respective chan-
nel sections ‘mating together to.form two elongated hol-
low reinforcing portions for said supporting-plate assem-
bly, the outermost fianges of the respéctive plates extend-
ing oppositely. in overlapping relation; the opposite ends
of said two -panels respectively being formed outwardly
into outwardly open channel portions which overlap the
sides of said bar frame respectively, said channel pornon
being welded ‘to said frame sides thereof securmg ‘the

~p1ates and said frame into assembly

2. A marker. assembly comprising a bar frame having
two spaced apart parallel sides connected together at one

‘end by -a cross bar, a supporting-plate assembly. span-

ning said frame and secured-at its opposite ends to-said
sides respectively; said supporting-plate assembly compris-
ing two plates back-to-back; each -plate including upper
and lower spaced apart and parallel identically shaped
elongated channel sections, each channel section having
spaced apart parallel flanges, said flanges being integrally
joined at one end thereof by:a bottom: portion, the outer-
most flange of each channel section being substantially
wider than the innermost flange thereof, a flat pahel in-
tegrally joined to the longxtudmal edges of said inner-

‘most flanges and lying in a plane at right angles to said

flanges, a series of spaced ‘apart elongated slots -in-the
corners formed between said panel and -said  innérinost
flanges, said slots being arranged in a straight line-in said
respective corners; said two -plates being assembled to-.
gether with said- ﬂat panels face-to-face-abutting relation-

ship and the respective channel sections mating -together

to form ‘two elongated hollow -reinforcing portions for
said supporting-plate assembly, the outermost -flanges”of
the respective plates extending oppositely in overlapping
relatron, the opposite ends of said two ‘panels’ being se-
cured to said frame sides respectively for holdrng said
plates and said frame in assembly.
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