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:1 
The present invention relates to an improved 

desk slide for writing desks, and particularly to a 
desk slide which is adapted for use with sheet 
metal Writing deskS. 
Writing desks for office use are frequently pro 

Vided with the usual desk slide in the form of a 
board-like member which can be drawn out to 
provide a smooth extending Writing Surface, 
Supplemental drawers provided with trays are 
frequently used in desks for retaining Small ar 
ticles. 
The present invention has for One of its ob 

jects the provision of a novel desk slide which 
may have the general depth dimension of the 
usual board Side but which can Serve either 
as an extended writing Surface or as an article 
receiving tray whereby One slide may Serve for a 
dual purpose and a separate tray drawer may be 
dispensed. With. 

Further objects of the present invention reside 
in construction and arrangement of the desk Slide 
So that it can be fabricated of sheet metal and 
still serve the dual purpose above mentioned 
Without necessitating excessive height or Weight. 

Further objects of the present invention reside 
in the provision of a desk slide Which is particul 
larly adapted for use in sheet metal Writing 
deskS. 
According to the present invention, the desk 

slide, which is preferably made of sheet metal, is 
provided With a renovable member Which can 
serve either as a shallow tray or, when reversed, 
serve as an extended Writing Surface With its Sur 
face flush with the top of the slide. Suitable 
means are provided on the slide and upon the re 
movable member for releaSably retaining the 
removable member in either of two positions. 

Further and other objects of the present inven 
tion Will be hereinafter pointed out in the accom 
panying Specification and claim and ShoWn in 
the drawings which show, by Way of illustration, 
what I now consider to be one and a preferred 
embodiment of the invention. 

In the dra WingS: 
Figure 1. ShoWS a perspective View of the desk 

slide with the tray in position therein to receive 
articles; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the desk slide 
with the tray reversed to provide a Writing sur 
face which is afforded by the bottom of the tray; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 2, looking in the direction of the arrows; and 

Fig. 4 is a detailed sectional view taken on line 
4- 4 of Fig. 3, looking in the direction of the 
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The desk slide is preferably made of Sheet 
metal and comprises a rectangular frame which 
includes side members 0, a rear cross member , 
and a front hand grip member 2. The Side 
members 0, see Fig. 4, are each provided with 
the usual guide rails f3 to guide the desk side 
in the desk. Extending across the side members 

is a cross member 4 Suitably fixed to the Side 
members O as by spot welding. Each of the side 
members to has inturned lip portions 5. CrOSS 
member 4, side members 0, lip portions, and 
front grip member 2 define a tray receiving 
recess 6. Adapted for disposition in this rec 
tangular recess 6 in the desk-like frame, is a re 
movable member having a flat plate-like bottom 
portion 7 and upstanding rim or edge portions 
8. When it is desired to utilize the removable 
member as a tray it is placed in the receSS 6 in 
the general relation as shown in Fig. 1. With the 
rim portions 8 extending upward. When it is 
desired to utilize the removable member for a 
Writing surface the tray is removed, turned upside 
down, and placed back in the recess. This rela 
tion of the parts is shown in FigS. 3 and 4. 

Here it will be noted that the flat bottom 
of the removable member is substantially flush 
With the top of the rails 0 and With the top of the 
hand grip 2. When in such position the tray 
rim portions 8 are supported on the inturned 
lips 5, see Fig. 4. When the removable member 
is in the other position (Fig. 1) the bottom 
rests on the inturned lip portions 3. 
To release the removable member from the 

desk slide frame, the cross member 4 may be 
provided with a blade Spring Such as shown at 
9 in Fig. 2. This blade spring abuts a resilient 
button 20, carried on One of the rims of the 
tray. Obviously the Spring may be carried by 
the removable member and the button may be 
on the cross member. The opposite rim of the 
tray is provided with a rubber button 2 adapted 
to cooperate with a recess 22 in the front grip 
member 2. The tray may be removed by Com 
pressing the pring 9 to such an extent that the 
button 2 clears the recess 22. Thereafter the 
tray may be turned over to provide the writing 
surface relation. The button Will again engage 
the recess 22 as Will be readily understood. From 
the foregoing it will be appreciated that a sheet 
metal desk slide construction is provided which 
is extremely compact, particularly in its high di 
mension. If the desk slide is to be used for Writ 
ing, the tray is turned over So that the entire 
bottom Surface is available for a Writing Surface. 
When a tray is desired in place of the Writing 
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surface, the removable member is merely re 
versed, as has been explained. 
To limit the outward movement of the slide 

and to prevent its being withdrawn completely 
Out of the desk, the cross frame member may be 
provided. With a limit Stop generally designated 
23 including a resilient bumper button 24 adapted 
to cooperate With a fixed part 25 on the desk. 
(see Fig. 3). 

It is to be understood that the invention is not 
Timited to the Specific desk slide herein shown or 
described but may be embodied in other forms 
Without departure from its Spirit. 
What is claimed is: 
A sheet metal desk slide for a desk to provide 

an extended writing Surface or an article receiv 
ing tray and for minimizing the overall height of 
the slide, said slide comprising a pair of Side 
members, a front COnnecting hand grip CrOSS 
member, a second connecting cross member, in 
turned lip portions. On Said Side members, the 
aforesaid members and lip portions defining a 
tray-receiving recessed frame; and an uncovered 
sheet metal tray adapted for reversible disposi 
tion in said recessed frame to provide either an 
Open topped tray. Or a writing Surface Which is 
Substantially flush with the top of the side men 
bers, and means provided for releasably retaining 
the reversible tray in the tray-receiving frame 
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4 
when in either of its positions, the releasable 
means comprising a spring detent means carried 
by one of the frame members, including the Sec 
ond cross member and the front croSS member, 
cooperating recess means in the tray at the end 
adjacent the spring detent means and a projec 
tion at the opposite end of the tray and a Second 
cooperating recess in the frame in the other of 
said members, including the second CrOSS mem 
ber and the front member, said spring detent 
means being compressible by pressure on the tray 
in a direction for withdrawing the projection 
from the Second COOperating receSS in the frame 
for permitting the removal and reversal of the 
tray in Said frame. 
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