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Patented Apr. 17, 1928. 

UNITED STATES 
1,666,757. 

PATENT OFFICE. 
HARRY F. SNYDER, OF Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF To 

MARY E. RICE. 
coLLAPSIBLE TENT. 

Application filed May 6, 1925. Serial No. 28,325. 
This invention relates to collapsible tents. 
The general object of the invention is to 

provide an improved collapsible tent and 
frame which is readily collapsed but which 
when erected, is solid and substantial. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a collapsible tent and framewherein 

bundles when the tent is collapsed. 
Other objects of the invention will be ap 

parent from the following description taken 
in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings wherein Fig. 1 is a perspective view 
showing my improved frame: Fig. 2 is a 
view similar to Fig. 1 showing the upper 
portion of the frame partly collapsed; Fig. 
3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing the 
manner in which the cross members are col 
lapsed: Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the col 
lapsed frame of the tent: Fig. 5 is a longi 
tudinal section showing the folding joint for 
the corner poles: Fig. 6 is a transverse sec 
tion of the folding joint for the corner poles; 
Fig. 7 is an elevation of the corner pole joint 
with the parts extended: Fig. S is a view 
similar to Fig. 7 showing the corner pole 
folded; Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a con 

30 

50 

55 

necting brace; Fig. 10 is a fragmentary view 
showing the brace and its associated parts; 
Fig. 11 is a top plan view showing the brace 
with the cooperating parts in extended posi 
tion: Fig. 12 is a detail partly in section 
showing another use of the brace; Fig. 13 is a fragmentary detail showing the manner 
in which the parts are connected; Fig. 14 is 
a top plan view of one of the connections; Fig.15 is a fragmentary perspective view 
showing one of the joints: Figs. 16 and 17 
show the supporting members together with 
the links for securing them in position: Fig. 
18 is a perspective view showing details of 
Securing the side braces: Fig. 19 is a frag 
mentary perspective view showing the bot 
tom of the corner posts with the securing 
stake: Fig. 20 is a fragmentary detail show 
ing the manner in which the top brace folds; 
Fig. 21 is a fragmentary perspective view 
showing the manner in which the tent is se 
cured to the frame; Fig. 22 is a perspective 
view of the completed tent with the bottom 
inserted therein; Fig. 23 is an enlarged de tail showing the manner of securing the tent side wall and Fig. 24 is a fragmentary detail the lower portion is pivotedt - 

- - - - - - - - member 42", it will be noted that the relation in perspective showing the manner in which 

the bottom of the tent is secured to the cor- - 
ner posts. . . . . . 

Referring to the drawing by reference 
characters, I have shown a tent frame at 10. 
This frame comprises corner posts 11 and the 60 
top structure indicated as an entirety at 12. Each of the corner posts is preferably con 
structed of light wood or similar material 
and intermediate the length thereof is pro 
vided with a folding 
in Figs. 5 to 8. 

Referring to these 
that the corner posts are shown as provided. 
with flat sides 14 and with curved ends 15. 

joint shown in detail 

The hinged joint is secured by providing 
connecting link member 16 on each side of 
the corner posts. The members are pivoted to the adjoining portions of the corner posts 
by rivets or other fastening means 17. Stop 
pins 18 on the corner posts which engage 
shoulders 19 which are arranged on one of 
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figures it will be seen . . 
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the connecting members 16 of each pair, 

means of a sliding sleeve.20 which is shown 
in engaging position in Fig. 5. 
The corner posts are connected by cross 

members 25. These cross members each com 
prise a pair of portions 26 and 27 which are 
pivoted at 28. One of the members is 

serve to limit the opening movement. The parts are held in straightened relation by 
80 

notched as at 29 to fit a bent over tongue 30 
on the other member to limit the movement 
of the members in one direction. - 

a corner angle member 31 while the member 
27 is secured to the inside of the same angle 
member 31. The corner angle members are 
noted that these members pass through the 
posts 11 and are held by a riyet 31'. 
In order to brace the members 26 and 27 

The member 26 is secured on the outside of 
90 

shown in detail in Fig. 14 and it will be 
95 

when in straightened position, I provide an 
gle braces 35 each comprising two members 
pivotally connected at 36 and provided with 
a stop 37 which is similar to the stop 30 pre 
viously described. The upper brace 35 is se 
cured to a pivot member 38 on the cross 
member 26 while the lower brace 35 is se 
cured to a pivot 39 on an angle member 40. 
A similar angular brace is secured to the 
portion 27 as shown at 41. This brace has 
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the upper portion thereof arranged on the 
inside of the member 27 by a pivot 42 while the lower portion is pivoted to an angle 
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U 
oted joint 52 best shown in Fig. 2. 

of the brace 41 is the reversal of the brace 
35 and that there are four pairs of the braces 35 and 41. 

In addition to the cross members 25 the 
cornel posts are connected by rafters which 
extend from each corner post. Each rafter 
is composed of two pivotally mounted por 
tions 50 and 51, which are united by a piv 
pivoted joint is similar to the joint 29 and 
30 previously described and shown in 
Fig. 15. - , 
The portion 50 of the 'after's is provided 

with an angularly arranged end 53 which is 
pivoted as at 54 to the post 11 as shown in 
Fig. 20. The upper end of each of the por 
tions 51 of the rafters is connected to a cen 
ter block 55 shown in Fig. 9. 
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In ordel' to hold the afters in erect po 
sition as shown in Fig. I, I provide brace 
membel's 56. Each of these brace member's 
is connected at its outer end to one of the 
portions 51 of the rafters and at the inner 
end is connected to a center block 60 which 
is in all respects constructed in the same 
manner as the center block 55 is turned up 
side down with respect to the block 55. . 
The brace members 56 when in operative position have their center blocks 66 below 30 
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the point of attachment of the brace mem 
bel's to the portions 51 of the rafters so that 
there will be no tendency of the brace mem 
bers to collapse until the center block 60 is 
raised above the dotted line shown in Fig. 1. 
To collapse the frame the center block 60 is first pushed upwardly thus enabling the 

'after braces 56 to be pushed upwardly 
about their pivot. 
The rafter sections 50 and 51 are then 

moved downwardly as shown in Fig. 2. . 
The straight relation of the braces 35 is 

next broken by pushing the pivoted joint 36 
upwardly. Simultaneously the cross mem 
bers 25 have their straight relation broken 
by pushing down on the pivot 28. 
The parts are so proportioned that after 

the preliminary movement described is 
made they will quickly fold until the cor 
ner, posts 11 are juxtaposed after which the 
sleeves 20 may be moved away from the 
links 16 and the corner posts themselves 
may then be folded. 
In Fig. 2 I have shown the manner in 

which the rafter structure collapses while in 
Fig. 3 I have shown the manner in which 
the cross members collapse but it will be 
understood that this is merely for the pur 
pose of showing the manner in which the 
parts fold and in practice I prefer to com 
bine the cross members and the rafters in 
one structure. 
The cover or tent proper which is adapted 

to be used with my frame preferably com 
prises a roof portion 61 and side walls 62. 

This. 
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The side walls 62 are arranged in position 
. by means of hooks 64 which engage over the 

cross members 27 as shown in Figs. 21 and 
22. After the side walls are secured the top 
61 may be placed in position and secured in 
any desired manner. 
A bottom for my tent is shown in Figs. 

22 and 24. This bottom comprises a bottom 
portion proper 66 and a side 67. The sides 
67 are provided with eyelet members 6S and 
when the tent is erected and the floor is in 
place, are adapted to engage hooks 70 dis 
posed in the corner posts 11. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

apparent that I have provided an improved 
collapsible frame for tents which is extreme 
ly simple and which can be economically 
manufactured. - - - - 

Having thus described my invention, 
claim: . . . - - - 

1. In a folding frame for collapsible 
tents, the combination with corner posts, 
cross members and folding rafters, each of 
said rafters being pivotally connected at its 
lower end with the upper end of one of the 
posts and adapted to fold parallel there with, 
and attached at the other end to a center 
block, said rafters each composed of two 
sections pivotally connected together, said 
rafters being adapted to collapse upon mov 
ing their pivotal connection downwardly. 

2. A collapsibie, tent frame comprising 
hinged corner posts, folding cross members 
and folding rafters, said cross members be 
ing pivotally connected with the posts ad 
jacent to their ends and each composed of 
two sections pivotally connected with each 
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other, folding braces pivotally connected 
with the posts and with the cross members 
at the corners of the frame and each brace 
composed of two sections pivotally con 
nected with each other, said rafters being 
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pivotally connected at their lower ends, with 
the upper ends of the posts and adapted to 
fold parallel there with and parallel with 
the cross members and brace members, said 
rafters being attached at their upper ends 
to a center block, said rafters each composed 

ll.0 

of two sections pivotally connected and 
brace members for said rafters, said rafter 5 
brace members each comprising two pivoted 
sections each having one end attached to a 
rafter and the other end attached to a cen 
ter block, said center block being arranged 
at one side of the plane which passes 
through the connection between the rafter 
braces and the rafters. 

3. In a folding frame for collapsible 
tents, corner posts, corner members and 
rafters connected together, each of said 
rafters being connected at one end to a cor 
ner post and at the other end to a center 
block, said rafters, each comprising two 
parts permanently and hingedly connected 
and adapted to fold downwardly, said cen 

120 

125 

30 



5 

() 

20 

25 

1,666,757 

ter block comprising a cruciform member 
having one end of each rafter pivotally 
Imounted on an arm of said member. 

4. In a folding frame for collapsible tents, 
corner posts, corner members and rafters, 
each of said rafters being connected at one 
end to a corner post and at the other end 
to a center block, said center block compris 
ing a cruciform piece of metal having one 
end of each rafter pivotally mounted on an 
arm thereof, and rafter brace members con 
nected at one end to the rafters intermediate 
the ends of the rafters and connected at the 
other end to a second center block. 

5. In a collapsible tent frame, corner 
posts, cross members and rafters on said cor 
ner posts, means to secure said cross mem 
bers to said corner posts, said means compris 
ing strips of metal extending through said 
corner posts and pivotally connected to said 
cross members, the cross member on one side 
of a post being arranged on one side of the 
strip and the cross member on the other side 
of the same post being arranged on the other 
side of the strip. - - - - - 

6. A folding frame for a collapsible tent 
comprising corner posts, cross members and 
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rafters, said cross members and said rafters 
each composed of two sections permanently 
and hingedly connected to each other and : 
permanently hinged to the corner members, 
and adapted to be folded to lie alongside 
said corner posts, the hinge of said rafter 
being mounted to move downwardly when 
the frame is collapsed. - - 7. A collapsible tent frame comprising 
corner posts, means connecting said corner 
posts to hold said frame in erect position, 
each of said corner posts comprising a pair 
of sections permanently and hingedly con 
nected together said hinged connection com 

35 

40 

prising a link permanently pivoted to each 
of said sections, said link having notched 
portions forming shoulders thereon at each 
end thereof, said sections having stop pins 
thereon adapted to engage said shoulders 
when the corner post is straightened and a 
slide movable over said joint and adapted 
to surround the same to hold the parts in 
straightened position. - 

In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my 
signature. . 

HARRY F. SNYDER. 

50 


